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Publisher description:

James is an instant New York Times bestseller, National Book Award winner, one of the New York
Times Book Review’s 10 best books of the year, shortlisted for the Booker Prize, and Kirkus Prize
winner. A brilliant, action-packed reimagining of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, both harrowing
and darkly humorous, told from the enslaved Jim’s point of view... Jim’s agency, intelligence and
compassion are shown in a radically new light. Brimming with the electrifying humor and lacerating
observations that have made Everett a “literary icon,” and one of the most decorated writers of our
lifetime, James is destined to be a cornerstone of twenty-first century American literature.

e “Heir to Mark Twain’s satirical vision, Everett turns a boyhood memoir into a neo-fugitive
slave narrative thriller... Using erasure, Everett has produced a daring emendation.
Redacting swaths of Huck Finn, he’s revealed another code: the untranslated story of
James's self-emancipation...James is a provocative, enlightening work of literary art.” —The
Boston Globe

e “A masterpiece that will help redefine one of the classics of American literature, while also
being a major achievement on its own.” —The Chicago Tribune

e “Huck Finn |s a Masterpiece. This Retelling Just Might Be, Too.” —The New York Times

This book is shortlisted for the 2025-2026 Book in Common because

e [tis engaging to students and to a broad audience. Beautifully written, James provokes deep
reflection on the power of language, storytelling, and books. It probes the history of the
American and European literary canons, and provides a creative history of American slavery,
thus drawing attention to systemic racism and the cultural and historical forces that have
shaped America. As a deeply entertaining novel, this book also stands to increase students’
engagement in and appreciation of the pleasure of reading.

e |t has broad appeal across disciplines. This book will be of particular interest to departments
in the Colleges of Behavioral and Social Sciences, Communication and Education, and
Humanities and Fine Arts. This is a thoroughly researched and accessible work of historical
fiction, exploring issues relevant to almost any non-STEM general education course.

e [tisrelevant and timely. A writer of prodigious and deep gifts, Everett’s James showcases
the urgency of his voice within American literature. James was just awarded the National
Book Award (2024) and is shortlisted for the Pulitzer Prize (to be announced May 2025).

e [trelates to the university mission. The extraordinary story and history of the experiences
and legacies of enslavement in James directly enhances the strategic priority of Equity,
Diversity, and Inclusion to “cultivate and nurture a welcoming and inclusive campus” by
“develop[ing] and enhance[ing]... programs, and activities that support an inclusive”
learning environment.
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