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Publisher description:  
The renowned author of Between the World and Me journeys to three resonant sites of conflict to 
explore how the stories we tell—and the ones we don’t—shape our realities… In the first of the 
book’s three intertwining essays, Coates, on his first trip to Africa, finds himself in two places at 
once: in Dakar, a modern city in Senegal, and in a mythic kingdom in his mind. Then he takes 
readers along with him to Columbia, South Carolina, where he reports on his own book’s banning, 
but also explores the larger backlash to the nation’s recent reckoning with history and the deeply 
rooted American mythology… Finally, in the book’s longest section, Coates travels to Palestine, 
where he sees with devastating clarity how easily we are misled by nationalist narratives, and the 
tragedy that lies in the clash between the stories we tell and the reality of life on the ground. 
Written at a dramatic moment in American and global life, this work from one of the country’s most 
important writers is about the urgent need to untangle ourselves from the destructive myths that 
shape our world—and our own souls—and embrace the liberating power of even the most difficult 
truths. According to the Associated Press, “Ta-Nehisi Coates always writes with a purpose… These 
pilgrimages, for him, help ground his powerful writing about race.” 
 
This book is shortlisted for the 2025-2026 Book in Common because  

• It is engaging to students and to a broad audience. Coates is a leading public intellectual, 
and he is also a university professor, writing this book as a direct address to his students and 
as a call to all students to critically examine injustices across the world and at home. 

• It has broad appeal across disciplines. This book will be of particular interest to departments 
in the Colleges of Behavioral and Social Science Communication and Education, and 
Humanities and Fine Arts. 

• It is relevant and timely. This book builds on campus conversations around Clint Smith’s 
How the Word Is Passed (BIC 2023-2024), as Coates similarly recounts a visit to Gorée Island 
in one essay, and powerfully meditates on the legacy of the Confederacy in South Carolina 
in another essay. The longest essay in the book describes his visit to Israel and Palestine, 
and his reckoning with the ongoing violence in the region makes this an urgent book to 
facilitate thoughtful campus reflections. 

• It relates to the university mission. The Message directly supports the university strategic 
priority of Civic and Global Engagement to “create an environment committed to the active 
pursuit of global engagement, service, social justice, and connectedness” through case 
studies in Senegal, South Carolina, and Palestine. Coates' essays further support the 
university's enduring commitment to transformative student experiences to “develop 
compassionate and committed citizens with local, national, and global awareness and 
competency.” 
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