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WHAT ARE OER?

Open Educational Resources (OER) are
teaching, learning, and research materials
that are free and have been openly
licensed. OER may include books, case
studies, software, reference materials,
assessments, assignments, tutorials,
slides, videos, images, and more.

WHAT ARE OPEN LICENSES?

Copyright law automatically protects all
creative works, but a copyright holder may
waive some or all rights by placing them
under an open license or in the public
domain.

BENEFITS OF OER

With 52% of Chico State students
reporting* going without a textbook, and
55% reporting they have altered their food
or housing budget to pay for books, the
clear benefit is that OER are free and
available to all students the first day of
class. Additionally, open licenses permit
faculty to customize and update these
resources to fit their courses.

*Feb 2020 CALS Survey

HOW DO | FIND OER?

There are numerous OER repositories.
Some popular ones include OpenStax, BC
Campus Open Ed, and MERLOT. A CALS
Coordinator can assist you with OER
searches.
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