
Statement of Teaching Philosophy 

"I enjoyed having professor -asa professor. He formulated his tests, assignments, and 
quizzes in a way that you had to actually understand the material in order to score well. He took 
extra time to make sure that we all knew multiple study techniques in order to help us learn 
better. He takes his class averages seriously and compares them to the previous in order to better 
himself as a teacher. He genuinely cares that each student succeeds in his course and schedules a 
personal meeting with each student after the first test in order to get to know you and help you 
figure out what you can do differently next time. Not the easiest class, but he definitely gets you 
to learn the information. Great teacher." 

Anonymous Student Review - Spring 2015 

This student review encompasses and thoroughly reflects my teaching philosophy. I approach my 
position as an educator with the goal of seeing three specific themes reflected in student feedback: 1) 
My course was challenging but engaging; my students looked forward to attending each meeting 2) The 
tools and knowledge gained in my course not only positioned and facilitated student success in my 
course but developed skills to actively pursue success in their other courses and academic careers 3) A 
sense that as an educator I am genuinely invested in my students and their academic careers and 
beyond. 

In his book The Skillful Teacher (1990), Stephen Brookfield emphasizes that "Teaching is about making 
some kind of dent in the world so that the world is different than it was before you practiced your 
craft." The aforementioned goals as an educator are my dent; a dent I believe should be more common 
in higher education. 

In my pursuit of these goals, my daily lecture format is malleable and ever-changing. I may do a standard 
PowerPoint lecture with an available 'student-version' of the PowerPoint which guides students on the 
key concepts and materials one day and a white-board mind-mapping activity ofthe material the next. 
In my experience changing the way I present course material helps me reach students who learn 
differently and may come from different backgrounds, while also keeping my students on their toes. 
When the class does not know what to expect it is difficult to disengage from the lecture and helps to 
motivate my students to attend the class. 

A central passion of mine is the pursuit of effective learning methods and conveying these to my 
students. It is rare that I come across a student that has had a professional educator teach them 
effective academic techniques. I believe that course material can be presented in a way that not only 
conveys the material to the student but also provides them with an academic success tool. For example 
lecture may begin with a brief overview of a note-taking style and its benefits; while the actual lecture is 
laid out and presented in a style allows students an opportunity for guided practice with the method. I 
also strive to develop study habits/techniques through in-class activities that serve as a review of 
difficult course materials. By merging course material with academic success methods and tools I believe 
my students are able to become more effective and efficient learners and students, regardless of 
background and preconceived limitations. 
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It is my belief that a student who feels supported and encouraged by their instructor will challenge 
themselves more and grow more as a student and academic compared to peers who do not. I make it a 
priority to get to know my students as much as possible. From light-hearted info-card questions on the 
first day of the semester to personal reflection on exam wrappers (personal exam reflections) to as far 
as an individual meetings with each of my students in the course of a semester, establishing a 
connection with my students encourages their success. To go even further I aim to be as enthusiastic 
and passionate about my material as I can genuinely be; why should I encourage passion and 
enthusiasm from my students without demonstrating it myself? 

Finally I believe that my energy, focus, and thought should be oriented to engaging with my students in 
order to facilitate an exceptional course experience. To better achieve this I am passionate about 
productivity methods, theories, and tools. These methods allow me to minimize the time and energy 
spent on tasks that do not impact student experience as greatly while focusing on those that do. 
Through the use of creative classroom technology, productivity tools and skills, and curriculum 
development I am able to put the majority of my energy and attention into engaging my students. 

As an educator I highly value and thrive on student feedback in order to better my teaching and to 
assess the effectiveness of my methods. To this end I have numerous and regular opportunities in which 
I collect student feedback throughout the semester. Tools such as exam wrappers, individual meetings, 
and assignment reflections help me to better understand what is working for my students and what is 
not as the semester progresses; while SET feedback, and course reflection surveys allow feedback on the 
course as a whole. I keep track of all of this feedback and reflect on it between semesters and academic 
years in order to better develop curriculum, lecture material, and in-class activities. The acute mid-
semester feedback opportunities allow me to ensure that my class environment is inclusive to the needs 
of each student I have; and provides the opportunity to make changes if I could better support my 
students in their academic pursuits. These assessments allow me to monitor if I am in-line with my 
teaching philosophy on both and acute and long-term scale. 

As an educator my goal is to facilitate and develop lifelong learning and curiosity in my students. Hearing 
from a student that, despite my class being challenging, they looked forward to attending each meeting 
and were able to grow as a student and conquer academic and intellectual challenges they did not 
dream possible assures me I 'dented' that student's life. My philosophy is that my teaching should be a 
uniquely positive experience for my students in their academic careers. 
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