THE CSU, CHICO RESEARCH FOUNDATION
California State University, Chico
Minutes for the Board of Directors Annual Meeting
Monday, September 25, 2017, 1:30-1:50 pm
Kendall 207/209
MEMBERS PRESENT:
President, Gayle Hutchinson; Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, Debra Larson; Vice
President for Business and Finance, Robbi Stivers; Interim Vice President for Student Affairs, Pedro
Douglas; David Hassenzahl, Dean Member; Angela Trethewey, Dean Member; Russell Shapiro, Faculty
Member; Eric Bartelink, Faculty Member; Dylan Gray, Student Member
MEMBERS ABSENT: Ahmad Boura, Vice President for Advancement
ALSO PRESENT:
Jessica Bourne, Russell Wittmeier, Richard Tafalla, Dan Ripke, Michael Suplita, John Unruh, Jim Forberg,
Sandy Sherman, Jody Strong, Bobby Lacour, Amanda Bullock, Judy Hennessey, Bob Kittredge, Eddie Vela,
Kristin Gruneisen, Jason Schwenkler, Pam Hollis, Stephen Cummins, Kevin Hansen, Gloria Quintero,
Jennifer Morgan.
1.

CALL TO ORDER - Larson called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. Larson asked for
introductions of those present. Larson asked the Board if there were any additions requested for
the annual meeting agenda and proceeded to offer one herself. She requested that the coming
work to be done with the Research Foundation and the Office of Research and Sponsored
Programs this year be addressed prior to the conclusion of the meeting.

2.

BOARD APPOINTMENTS - Larson introduces the new Student Member, Dylan Gray, who has
been appointed as part of the bylaws. She then references the bylaws to state that no elections
need to take place this year as officers Larson and Stivers are Ex-Officio and Bourne is the
Interim Executive Director of the Research Foundation. The Community Members, Dan Hunt and
David Mccallen, are no longer with the Board so Larson encourages new member suggestions.
Gray inquires as to the possibility of adding another student to the Board to increase the
representation.

3.

WORKING COMMITTEES
a.

b.

Existing-Audit Committee - This committee needs an approved charter and a new
member as David McCallen's resignation leaves an empty seat. Larson highlights the
responsibilities of the committee listed in the charter. Shapiro suggests that the charter
be changed to state that the committee will make recommendations to the Board
regarding auditor fees and terminations rather than making the final decisions.
Trethewey moves to accept the charter with the amendment, Shapiro seconds and adds
that the charter accurately reflects the responsibilities of the committee. The Board
approves unanimously. Hassenzahl volunteers to take the open seat on the committee
with Shapiro and the Board approves unanimously.
Consideration of additional committees - Bourne asks the Board to consider adopting

two new committees, an Executive Committee and a Finance & Investment Committee,
to gain more involvement and governance with regards to the Research Foundation's
management and guidance. Larson suggests that the Board opt to have special session
meetings when necessary in lieu of enacting an Executive Committee. Hutchinson
moves to implement a Finance & Investment Committee, Shapiro seconds and the
Board approves. Larson reviews the responsibilities as listed in the charter and suggests
amending it to state that the committee should make recommendations to the Board
regarding hiring investment managers. Hutchinson requests that a reporting
requirement be added to the investment portion. Hassenzahl moves to accept the
chaitei with the amendments, Shapirn seconds and the Boa id apprnves unanimously.
Hassenzahl offers to trade his position on the Audit Committee to take a seat on the
Finance & Investment Committee and Trethewey accepts. Bartelink volunteers to take
the second seat on the Finance &Investment Committee.
4.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENTS - Bourne requests that all Board members sign and return
the preprinted Conflict of Interest Statements to meet the annual requirement.

5.

Meeting Schedule - Larson addresses the coming Board meetings, December 11th , March 12th
and May 14th and mentions the possibility of special sessions.

6.

Discussion - Larson would like to start examining what the Research Foundation does, what
CSU, Chico needs it to do, and what improvements can be made to help the organization start to
move forward.

7.

Adjournment - 2:04
Respectfully submitted,

Jessica Bourne, Secretary

