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M       E       M       O       R       A       N       D       U       M 

 
Date:  October 11, 2021 
 
To: Chemical Hygiene Committee 
 
From: J. Marvin Pratt, Director of Environmental Health and Safety 
 
Subject: Chemical Hygiene Committee 
 
Present: Marvin Pratt, Kenny Wahl, Holly Swan, Betsey Tamietti, Jonathan Day, 

Blain Wells, Randy Miller 
 
Absent: Daniel D. Clark, Charles R. Sellers 
 
 
The Chemical Hygiene Committee meeting commenced at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom meeting.  
 
I. Welcome  
 
Mr. Pratt opened the meeting by welcoming the Committee members.  The minutes of 
the previous meeting were approved as written.   

 
 

II. Review of Accident/Incidents 

 

Mr. Wahl reported a student was in a chemistry lab class using chemicals.  An hour 
after leaving class the student pulled out gum and started chewing the gum in his 
next class.  He started smelling and tasting the chemicals he had been using in the 
lab class.  The student was taken to the WellCat Health Center by the Stock Room 
Technician and was checked out and advised to drink plenty of water. The student 
was feeling better by the end of the day.  The speculation is that the student did not 
wash his hands well after the lab.  Students in labs are advised to wear gloves while 
handling chemicals.  Remove the gloves correctly, then wash hands thoroughly.  Blain 
Wells commented that this is a reminder not to eat and drink in a lab. Dr. Miller 
commented that they are working on signage for the chemistry labs that there is no 
food or drink allowed. Mr. Pratt offered his assistance with this process if needed.  

 
III. Science Building – Room 114A – Ventilation Update 

 

Dr. Miller said the room where hazardous materials are stored has changed 
temporarily.  The current room is not ventilated correctly for dispensing hazardous 
materials.  Designers, architects and the contractor were all brought back in to correct 
the issue, get the materials fabricated and installed.  There is no scheduled date for 
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when this will be completed.  Dispensing operations have primarily been moved to the 
third floor. Mr. Pratt asked about the fire alarm pull stations.   Mr. Pratt said there are 
no fire alarm pull stations in that building currently.  Dr. Miller reported there will be 
one fire alarm pull station per floor.  Dr. Miller says this is on the list to be taken care 
of. Dr. Miller reported there are air sippers in all the labs that go to a sensor.  The 
sensor can detect various classes of compounds.  If various classes of compounds 
concentrations go up indicative of a spill it will increase the air flow through the room 
to clear it.  

 

IV. Written Plan Update 
 
Holly Swan received emails from most committee members either suggesting 
improvements to the Chemical Hygiene Plan update or approving the plan. An 
announcement will be sent out to campus when the plan is complete and ready for 
review.  
 
 
V. Peroxide Formers 
 
Mr. Wahl reported that it would be nice to offer a Peroxide Former label to campus.  A 
label was developed and Mr. Wahl shared it with the committee members.  The Print 
Shop is currently making these labels for us.  Mr. Wells reported that when entering 
materials in the RSS database, the database knows it is a Peroxide Former.  Chris 
Nichols has been good about looking for flagged materials in the RSS database so they 
can be taken care of.  Mr. Wells reported they do not test unopened items for the first 
six months. If they are opened they are tested. Mr. Wells made a secondary label 
through SafetyLabels.com.  RSS has been their guide as far as telling them what to 
look for and deal with.  In RSS you can enter the data as to when a bottle is opened 
and checked.  If a Peroxide Former is coming up on its year date and needs to be 
disposed of, it will show up on your dashboard.  The list of Peroxide Formers that RSS 
has listed is the same as in our Chemical Hygiene Plan.  
 
 
VI. RSS 
 
Holly Swan shared her quarterly report (April 1, 2021 – August 1, 2021) she received 
from RSS. Two more departments are conducting inventories. An additional ten 
inspections were done during the quarter. The report shows a 29% decrease in total 
usage.  An additional 64 users are using RSS. Ms. Swan will be sending department 
report cards to Department Chairs or Associate Deans to show where each department 
is at with inspections, assessments and chemical inventories.  Dr. Miller asked to be 
cc’d on all of these email communications. Mr. Wahl and Ms. Swan created an EHS 
lab inspection checklist.  Ms. Swan will begin doing inspections on campus labs using 
RSS.   Mr. Wells had a question about the 29% decrease in total usage.  What did that 
mean?  Ms. Swan reported that it is the total minutes spent on RSS.  Ms. Swan 
reported that we are becoming more in compliance with using RSS. Dr. Miller asked if 
EHS is receiving pressure from the Chancellor’s Office ensuring compliance on our 
campus.  Mr. Pratt reported that EHS has not received a lot of pressure.  The 
Executive Dashboard at the Chancellor’s Office will be the way that we will be 
monitored in the future. Mr. Pratt wants clear instructions as to what constitutes 
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compliance.  Mr. Pratt reported that campuses should have a system for assessments, 
inspections and ensuring that chemical inventories are being reviewed annually. Mr. 
Wells recommended a physical inventory hard count once per year.   
 
VII. Other 
 
Ms. Swan reported that UC Davis writes an e-newsletter every other month.  Ms. Swan 
would like to write a quarterly newsletter for our campus.  It would go out to RSS 
users and perhaps delegates and lab members.  It is a free service.  Ms. Swan would 
provide the content and then it would be turned into an e-newsletter.  Mr. Wells 
thought this would be a good idea.  Ms. Swan wants to send reminder emails, but the 
e-newsletter would be a more fun way to transmit these messages.  
 
Mr. Wells proposed the idea of a yearly cycle on campus when all inspections, 
inventories and assessments are due. However, Mr. Pratt replied that this is difficult if 
not all departments are staffed similarly.  Ms. Tamietti reported that she likes 
deadlines so thought these might be helpful. 
 
Dr. Miller reported that Safety should be a standing topic in department meetings.  If 
Ms. Swan completed the e-newsletters Dr. Miller thought he could use them in his 
department meetings.  The e-newsletters could be coordinated with the academic 
calendar to be published when most needed. There was discussion regarding naming 
suggestions of the newsletter and the most helpful times of the semester to have it 
published.   
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:47 p.m. 


