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Date:  October 9, 2024 
 
To: Chemical Hygiene Committee 
 
From: J. Marvin Pratt, Director of Environmental Health and Safety 
 
Subject: Chemical Hygiene Committee 
 
Present: Marvin Pratt, Kenny Wahl, Jana Gosselin, Betsey Tamietti, Charles 

Sellers, Blain Wells, Kristopher Blee, Kevin Patton 
 
Absent: Daniel D. Clark 
 
 
The Chemical Hygiene Committee meeting commenced at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom meeting.  
 
I. Welcome  
 
Marvin Pratt opened the meeting by welcoming the Committee members  
 
The minutes of the previous meeting held March 1, 2024 were approved as submitted.   

 
 

II. Review of Accident/Incidents 

 

Dr. Kristopher Blee reported that during a lecture in Holt 170, a student commented to 
the Professor that she thought someone cut her hair while sitting in the lecture.  The 
evidence that she found was synthetic hair on the back of her chair.  Dr. Blee suggested 
that the student report behavioral concerns.  The student questioned whether there 
were cameras in Holt 170, which there are not. Mr. Pratt recommended the student 
follow up with University Police Department.  

 
III. Methylene Chloride (DCM) ban 

Mr. Pratt reported Methylene Chloride (DCM) is being banned in the United States.  

There are exceptions for laboratory use. Any use of it will have to be reviewed for 
potential exposure. This is including use in a fume hood. Any use will require a formal 
exposure assessment. Any change in that use will have to be re-evaluated and 
documented. Mr. Pratt asked the committee how EHS can help with this process.  Mr. 
Blain Wells reported that they are reviewing procedures that use DCM.  Mr. Wells said 



Chemical Hygiene Committee 
October 9, 2024 

2 | P a g e  

in some labs DCM cannot be replaced with other options.  The Chemistry Department 
will not be able to discontinue it’s use.  Chemistry uses 40 liters in a semester. Mr. Pratt 
does not see the use of DCM outside of fume hoods being acceptable going forward.  We 

need to develop a Standard Operating Procedure to address DCM in lab inventories.  Mr. 
Wells said that DCM is used differently in each lab. For spectral preparation, they can 
specify that it has to be used in a particular fume hood.  This would provide the 
procedural documentation needed.  Chemistry should have this information to EHS in 
November 2024. May 5, 2025 is our deadline to have these procedures in place.  
Depending on the scope of this, it may be beyond EHS’s capability to monitor this.  They 
may need to hire an Industrial Hygienist to come in and evaluate our procedures.  

Mr. Pratt questioned the research labs which may not be supported by the stock rooms. 
Ms. Jana Gosselin reported that as long as the labs are in RSS, we know their chemical 
inventory. Dr. Blee reported that he hasn’t had the need to use DCM in the Biology 
department.  Betsey Tamietti agreed that she doesn’t believe the Biology department has 
any. Chuck Sellers reported that in the Agriculture department they haven’t used DCM 

for approximately 10 years.  It has been disposed of properly.  Earth and Physics 
departments have quantities of DCM.  Mr. Wells will contact these departments to 
question them.     

IV. Chemical Hygiene Plan training 

Mr. Pratt discussed training specific to our Chemical Hygiene Plan. Some trainings 
already assigned meet our Chemical Hygiene Plan and some do not.  A short Power Point 
presentation has been created about the elements in our Chemical Hygiene Plan that 
are not covered with Lab Safety training.  It will become a web-based training in CSU 
Learn.  This should be completed by the end of October and it will be assigned to 
everyone.  Mr. Pratt will try and share this training with our committee.   

V. Explosives 

Through a research grant, one of our faculty members ordered five grams of an explosive 
material.  We do not have any areas on campus that are rated for explosive material, 
therefore, we should not have any. The researcher used one gram of it, which left four 
grams that needed to be disposed.  Kenny Wahl had this completed last week.  Mr. Wahl 
reviewed the Chemical Hygiene Plan and it does not have a restriction for ordering this 

material. This is different than chemicals that can become explosive over time.  The Plan 
has now been updated to include a section which bans the ordering of explosive 
material.  Mr. Wahl will share this paragraph with the committee and is asking for a 
response.   Unless there is any objection, this will be incorporated into the Chemical 
Hygiene Plan and updated on our website.  We are not allowed to use state money for 
research grant purchases.  The cost of disposing of this material, approximately 
$6,000.00 - $7,000.00, will be passed along to CSE.  This process involves a state permit 
to handle an explosive material on campus.  

VI.  Cal/OSHA Complaint in Holt Hall 

 

EHS did receive three citations from Cal/OSHA regarding the complaints related to 
activities in Holt Hall. None were related to chemical exposure. They were related to 
labeling, access to SDS’s, and storage. All have been addressed.  EHS has continued to 
work with the Biology department to reduce inventory. EHS was notified of other 
concerns.  In the labs, the electrical boxes on the lab counters were loose.  Work orders 
were placed.  The boxes were all reviewed and tightened. The labeling on the valves on 
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some of the bench tops was worn and no longer marking the hazardous material.  Mr. 
Pratt has met with FMS and ordered 1,100-1,200 of the caps which are worn out and 
they will be replaced.  All blue gas caps will be replaced through the entire building. Dr. 

Blee suggested the possibility that some caps are switched also.   

This is a reminder that while none of these pose an immediate risk, it seems people have 
been living with this a long time.  Mr. Pratt asked that as things need repair or 
replacement, please submit a work order to FMS.   

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:36 a.m.. 


