California State University, Chico
Chico, California 95929-0019

M E M o R A N D U M

Date: October 7, 2025

To: Chemical Hygiene Committee

From: J. Marvin Pratt, Director of Environmental Health and Safety

Subject: Chemical Hygiene Committee

Present: Marvin Pratt, Kenny Wahl, Jana Gosselin, Charles Sellers, Kristopher

Blee, Kevin Patton

The Chemical Hygiene Committee meeting commenced at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom.
L. Welcome

Marvin Pratt, Director of Environmental Health and Safety, opened the meeting by
welcoming the Committee members

The minutes of the previous meeting held March 6, 2025, were approved as submitted.

II. Review of Accident/Incidents

Kenny Wahl, Hazardous Materials Manager, reported that an undergrad researcher
called the EHS office to ask of our opinion regarding an incident where she got a small
quantity of dilute concentration of nickel acetate in DMSO on her ungloved hand. She
was told by her professor to rinse her hand under water. It had been on her hand for a
few seconds. She had some numbness in her hand that was gone in a day or two. She
was an undergrad student working in research earning a stipend, not a regular student
employee. A non-employee with an injury would have been referred to the WellCat
Health Center. She had been shown the proper procedure for using a pipette with a
thumb wheel. In this case, she was using a bulb and needed a bare hand for the manual
dexterity needed for the bulb. When she removed the bulb some chemical shot up onto
her hand. Marvin Pratt noted deviation from procedure is when accidents happen.
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IV. Door signage in Chemistry

Marvin Pratt reported that we have had two incidents in the Science building recently.
One was flooding because of a building issue, and one was flooding because of an
ongoing experiment issue. Our Facilities Management Services staff went into the
building to clean up the flooding. This could put them in harm’s way. EHS wanted to
revisit the use of signage in the Science building. The contact numbers on the existing
signs were not current. Jana Gosselin, Industrial Hygienist, and Mr. Wahl worked to
create a PowerPoint presentation. This was presented to custodial staff and will be
shared with the trades staff in training sessions. Mr. Wahl shared a special sign that
was created for the exterior door of room 317 because this is such a unique room. This
is to alert people entering the room. It is intended to bring situational awareness to
employees that don’t work in that lab every day. Mr. Wahl met with Carolyn Arpin in
Chemistry regarding the signs. The bright pink form for ongoing experiments does not
need to be completed daily. If it is posted near the experiment the assumption is that
it is current. The primary contact on the form does not need to be the Department
Chair. It just needs to be a person that can steer us in the right direction. Kevin Patton
reported that in Chemistry they will be using a recirculating water source instead of a
direct water source moving forward. This should avoid future leaks. Mr. Pratt would
like Dr. Kristopher Blee to ask who is running unattended experiments in Biology.
Biology can use the same form model as Chemistry for unattended experiments. It is
a good way to warn people of a potential hazard. Mr. Pratt offered to present this
information to the Biology faculty members.

V. Condition of experiment apparatus

There was over $4,000 in materials costs related to the failed unattended experiment in
Chemistry. This does not include labor costs. The hoses in this experiment failed.
Evaluate the condition of your equipment on a regular basis to make sure it does not
need to be replaced.

VI. Rules regarding a requirement for color in labels

Cal/OSHA'’s requirement on the pictograms is that they have a red border. We have run
into trouble with this in the past because departments may not have a color printer.
Mr. Pratt would rather have black and white labels than none. Dr. Blee reported that
their stockroom and media lab would prefer a color printer label maker and color printer.
Dr. Blee is looking into purchasing new label makers. Mr. Pratt reported that color
printer label makers are items we could purchase at the end of the fiscal year if we have
money left in our Hazardous Waste budget. A couple of years ago EHS purchased spill
kits for the departments with our excess budget.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:41 a.m..
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