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Date:  March 6, 2025 
 
To: Chemical Hygiene Committee 
 
From: J. Marvin Pratt, Director of Environmental Health and Safety 
 
Subject: Chemical Hygiene Committee 
 
Present: Marvin Pratt, Kenny Wahl, Jana Gosselin, Charles Sellers, Blain Wells, 

Betsey Tamietti, Kristopher Blee, Kevin Patton 
 
 
The Chemical Hygiene Committee meeting commenced at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom meeting.  
 
I. Welcome  
 
Marvin Pratt opened the meeting by welcoming the Committee members  
 
The minutes of the previous meeting held October 9, 2024, were approved as submitted.   

 
 

II. Review of Accident/Incidents 

Dr. Kristopher Blee reported that an employee in the biology stockroom banged her knee 
on a cabinet and a Cal/OSHA form was submitted to the Benefits Department. In 
another incident a student got fake blood in their mouth and refused to be escorted to 
the WellCat Health Center. The SDS was checked to determine what the fake blood was 
made of.   

 
III. Review of Methylene Chloride Program 

EPA banned Methylene Chloride (DCM) in July 2024. The ban includes almost all uses 
of DCM, including all consumer products.  The regulation allowed continued use of DCM 
for select operations, including in teaching and research laboratories.  Jana Gosselin 
reported that with the help of Chris Nichols and Blain Wells, EHS was able to define 
where and how Methylene Chloride is used in the Chemistry Department. They met with 
faculty, instructional technicians and lab proctors.  They designed the sampling 
protocol.  Ms. Gosselin monitored Mr. Wells as he prepared for an organic chemistry 
lab. She monitored two instructors and three students across one day as they used 
DCM in three, three-hour labs. The results were consistent among these five people 
tested. The Cal/OSHA standard for worker protection is 25 ppm.     When the EPA set 
the regulation, it was set at 2 ppm with an action level of 1 ppm. The average of our lab 
users was .11 ppm, well below the action level of 1ppm.  Blain Wells was monitored 
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while he performed transfer operations preparing for the teaching labs. His test result 
was slightly higher but still well below the Action Level.  EHS is using passive badges 
for the sampling (Assay Technology).  The results are calculated to an 8-hour time-
weighted average (TWA). As new or different operations that use DCM are introduced, 
they will have to be monitored.  The regulation defines sampling frequency, it ranges 
from every five years with the results we received to as often as every three months.  Ms. 
Gosselin asked to be made aware of all uses on campus. Initial exposure monitoring will 
continue throughout the spring semester. 

IV. Expired Peroxide Formers 

Kenny Wahl asked everyone to watch for expired peroxide formers.  In RSS, there is an 
inventory summary which will let you know which containers have expired.  Peroxide 
formers can be identified in the classification summary.  Often departments will buy a 
peroxide former for a particular use and then it may just sit on a shelf and be overlooked. 
Diethyl Ether is commonly used, is inexpensive, and is high on the radar for waste 
disposal facilities.  The cost to dispose of this is about $4,000.00 per bottle.  This is a 
maintenance issue that we see more in research labs rather than stockrooms.   

V. An updated status on the Holt Hall gas valve markings 

Mr. Wahl reported that FMS marked all blue natural gas indicators, the yellow vacuum 
tags, and the orange air in Holt Hall.  These three colors and categories were completed.  
Plumbers are working on industrial cold/hot water and deionized water. Non-potable 
water labels have been completed in 2/3 of the top floor by the plumbers.   

VI. Inherited/abandoned chemicals 

Mr. Wahl wanted to remind departments to manage inherited/abandoned chemicals by 
researchers that have retired.  If the chemicals are good and usable, it should be 
updated in RSS as a transfer to the new researcher’s inventory.  If it is determined to be 
hazardous waste, contact Mr. Wahl for disposal.  Mr. Pratt asked if there is notice that 
a faculty member who has completed research is planning to retire.  Mr. Pratt would 
like ideas to proactively handle chemicals prior to researchers’ retirement rather than 
playing catchup after they’re gone.  Ms. Gosselin reported it becomes a problem trying 
to manage inventories in RSS, which are owned by a certain person, after they leave 
campus.   Dr. Blee commented that Dr. Engstrom moved to the Science building and 
Dr. Blee asked for him to be removed from RSS.  Ms. Gosselin will see if she can unlink 
Dr. Engstrom in RSS.  Mr. Wells reported that RSS’ back end does not process things 
well.  Mr. Wells would like a checklist for employees leaving. Mr. Wells said that some 
employees have abandoned chemicals when they leave campus.  He would like to see 
the inventory be part of the off-boarding process of employees.  Mr. Wells reported that 
one difficulty is RSS keeps changing.  Mr. Pratt agreed there are a lot of unresolved 
issues with RSS.  We are not seeing progress with RSS usability.  There is a new change 
in RSS where you can have multiple locations under Lab Hazard Analysis (LHATS).  EHS 
Directors would like to complete a list of unresolved issues or usability functions that 
we need on campus.  There are some things that are more research lab based and do 
not pertain to teaching institutions.  Mr. Pratt feels like it is a good time to present our 
concerns to RSS. Mr. Pratt asked the committee to please email RSS concerns to Ms. 
Gosselin.   

Dr. Blee has a person that will be retiring soon in his department.  Before the person 
leaves, it would be a good time for a lab inspection.  Ms. Gosselin said she would add 
this to her to-do list.   

Mr. Wells said Chemistry Department employees seem to conduct more research prior 
to their retirement.  
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Dr. Kevin Patton reported that in Biology a person was retiring and refused to give up 
their lab.  There were no consequences for this.  Mr. Pratt will be contacting Faculty 
Affairs and Success and asking what recourses are available.   

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:39 a.m.. 


