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California State University, Chico        
Chico, California  9 5 9 2 9 - 0 0 1 9  

 

M       E       M       O       R       A       N       D       U       M 

 
Date:  September 20, 2022 
 
To: CAMPUS HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
  Brian Ceccon, Intercollegiate Athletics  
  Robert Mallow, Teamsters  
        Terry J. Quinto, Accessibility Resource Center 
  Kimberly Fawns, Agricultural Teaching & Research Center 
  Elaina McReynolds, Academic Professionals of California 
  Marvin Pratt, Director of Environmental Health and Safety 
  Christopher Shippen, University Police 
  Nereyda Rivera, Union of American Physicians and Dentists 
  Keith Crawford, Associated Students 
  Timothy Sistrunk, California Faculty Association 
  Randy Southall, Facilities, Management and Services 
  Jody Strong, Worker’s Compensation 
  Eddie Vela, Academic Deans 
  Jessie Mendoza, CSUEU 
   
    
From: Elaina Baird - Chair 
 
Subject: Campus Health and Safety Committee Meeting  
 
Present: Brian Ceccon, Heather C. Long, Robert Mallow, Jessie Mendoza, Marvin Pratt, Keith 

Crawford, Timothy Sistrunk, Jody Strong, Chris Shippen, Elaina Baird, Randy Southall 
 
Absent: Eddie Vela, Terry Quinto, Kimberly Fawns, Nereyda Rivera 
 
 
II. Approval of Agenda 

 
It was the consensus of the Committee to approve the agenda of September 20, 2022. 

 
III.    Approval of Minutes  

 
It was the consensus of the Committee to approve the minutes of May 23, 2022 as submitted. 
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IV. Review of Accidents  
 
Heather Long reported on accidents from the previous quarter.  There were the normal slips, trips and 
falls. There was an employee who fell while chasing a person they witnessed stealing their bike.  This 
was not considered to be in their job description or duties, consequently it is not a work-related injury. 
  
In the Arts and Humanities Glass Lab, a student got a piece of glass in her eye while working in the lab.  
The professor had been allowing her to use her cell phone during class and each time she used her 
phone she put her safety glasses on the top of her head. Lab safety was discussed with the instructor 
and brainstormed ideas regarding the use the cell phone along with adhering to safety protocols.   
 
Some injuries have been reported from softballs ricocheting and hitting people in the softball batting 
cages.  It was recommended not to store items in the batting cages and to adjust the netting so there is 
not so much slack.  Brian Ceccon added that he didn’t think the nets were adjustable on the batting 
cages. He feels it is a bigger issue that needs to be addressed. Mr. Ceccon stated that Athletics is not 
allowed to use fee money for improvements like updating and maintaining batting cages.  The cost is 
prohibitive to Athletics.   
 
 
V. Review of Building Inspections  
 
Heather Long reported that Kenny Wahl, Hazardous Materials Manager, found Resource Conservation 
Recovery Act waste in a pharmaceutical waste container. He spoke with the Director of Student Heath 
and staff was assigned additional training to ensure they understand that hazardous wastes and 
pharmaceutical wastes must be kept separate. There are routine hazardous waste pickups at the Student 
Health Center.   Each incident was resolved with the occupants at the time.   
 
 
VI.  New Business: 
 

a. Employee concerns about safety considering increased threats on campus in last 6 months 
 

Elaina Baird reported that some employees in APC Unit 4 have expressed concern with safety on campus 
with the recent threats received on the phone.  Eight to nine people have three requests for increased 
safety in the Student Services Center building. They want the layout of the Office of Admissions to be 
changed so that employees can go behind double doors in the case of a threat.  There was constructive 
criticism of the announcements that went out when threats were received.  Employees want greater 
frequency of announcements so that communication improves. There was also a request for a UPD 
officer in the SSC building.   Jerry Ross will be working on this and giving more frequent updates.  Jerry 
Ross replied that the UPD does not want the officers in the SSC because it looks too uninviting.   
 
Marvin Pratt introduced Lieutenant Chris Shippen as a new member of the committee and the 
University Police Department.  Lieutenant Shippen reported that he was not familiar with the issue 
Elaina Baird was discussing but would be available to meet with her outside of our meeting.  Ms. Baird 
will send letters regarding this issue to the committee.   
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Mr. Pratt reminded us that there were two different threats.  One involved an employee and the other 
involved a person already incarcerated.  Lieutenant Shippen explained there is always a balance 
between having officers visible and communication issues. Jessie Mendoza expressed concern with the 
lack of communication in the SSC building during these threats. Mr. Pratt reminded the committee that 
if there is an immediate threat on campus there will be an announcement using the mass notification 
system, Chico State Alerts. Lieutenant Shippen reported that as pro-active as law enforcement wants to 
be, their communication will always be delayed because of the processes they need to follow. Not all 
incidents will be reported to campus.   
 
Jessie Mendoza asked if there is a building contact in each building if an emergency happens.  Her 
department is spread out and how would her entire department know if an emergency was happening. 
Mr. Pratt reported that OSHA requires us to have an Emergency Action Plan. This is for the individual 
employee.  There is an Emergency Operations Plan that the Emergency Operations Center uses. There 
are also Department Emergency Plans for each department.  Mr. Pratt recommends holding a 
department meeting to develop the Department Emergency Plan.  Chico State is not set up with primary 
building contacts.  Having the ability to more easily message building occupants is something our 
campus will be looking at soon.  Mr. Pratt wants to encourage each department to develop a plan for 
contacting everyone in the department.    
 
 

b. Recent summer limb drops on campus 
 

Mr. Pratt asked Randy Southall to explain the tree management program.  Mr. Southall reported it costs 
approximately $150,000.00 per year to care for the trees on campus.  Every three years there is a survey 
of each tree and an action plan is developed for it.  Mr. Southall reported that they try to save trees in 
most instances, they try not to cut down trees.  If trees pose too much of a risk, they are removed.  There 
are 3,000 trees on campus. Mr. Pratt requested that if you see a limb that has fallen and resting on other 
branches report it to FMS.  Ms. Baird recommended putting this in the announcements.  
 
  c.     Fire Alarm Testing in BMU 

 
Keith Crawford reported that the BMU has had a lot of fire alarm testing.  Sometimes they are told to 
ignore the fire alarms.  Mr. Crawford recommended cleaning up this system.  Mr. Pratt recommends FMS 
and EHS get together to put together parameters for the fire alarm testing. Jessie Mendoza questioned if 
the Associated Students receive all announcements.  Mr. Pratt reported that they do.   
 
 
VII. Old Business: 
 
Ms. Baird reported that our Campus Health and Safety Committee Annual Report was submitted and 
complimented by Gayle Hutchinson and Debra Larson.  Ms. Baird thanked the committee for attending 
meetings and putting in the work that needs to be done.  
 
William Kolb, representative from the SUPA union, will be added to the invite list for meetings moving 
forward.   
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm. 


