
 

1 
Updated January 2025 

Equity-Minded Pedagogy Course  
Spring 2025 

FAQ for Participants 
 

1. What is the Equity-Minded Pedagogy course? 
a. The Equity-Minded Pedagogy (EMP) course supports faculty to utilize institutional data, 

human-centered design, and equity-mindedness to inform teaching practices to 
eliminate equity gaps in achievement of learning outcomes and first-time course 
completion rates. It is offered online, with both synchronous and asynchronous 
components. By analyzing institutional and course-level data within a structured 
professional learning program that emphasizes learning from and with students, faculty 
gain deeper insight into becoming student-centered and student-ready. 
 
Participants in the course learn to:  

● Use human-centered design to create learning experiences that put the needs 
of students at the center 

● Gather and utilize feedback from students and student affairs professionals 
● Iterate on lesson and course designs to continuously improve student learning 

experiences. 
 
Participants develop equity-mindedness by collaborating with peers to:  

● Identify and challenge systems of oppression and discrimination that may 
exist in their institutions and classrooms 

● Create a more inclusive and equitable learning environment for students 
● Support and empower historically and presently oppressed students. 

 
b. The course is delivered within a community of practice. Multiple CSU campuses 

participate at a time, with each campus enrolling up to 15 faculty in a cohort. This 
structure allows faculty to connect with other CSU educators who are committed to 
equity and social justice and learn from their experiences and strategies for creating 
inclusive and equitable classrooms. This amplifies the CSU’s efforts to build a more just 
and equitable educational system. 

c. The course is developed and administered by William Hardaway, in consultation with 
Bryan Berrett, in the Office of IDEAS at Fresno State, with support and engagement from 
the Office of the Chancellor (CO). 

 
2. Am I eligible to participate?  

a. All faculty, on or off the tenure-track, are eligible to participate. 
b. Currently, graduate assistants, non-faculty instructors, and those in staff positions are 

not eligible to participate. 
c. Final decisions about recruitment and participation will be made by the campus lead(s) 

in collaboration with the CO.  
 

3. How will registration work?  
a. Campus leads will facilitate recruitment and submit participation lists to the CO. This list 

of participants is due by Friday, February 21, 2025. 
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b. Please register with your campus lead using your campus email address. If you already 
have a CO Canvas account, make sure that you register with your campus lead using the 
same email address you used to create your CO Canvas account. 

c. You will receive an email from the CO to create a Canvas login through the CO’s Canvas 
account no later than Monday, March 3, the day the Canvas course opens. Once you 
create your login and can access Canvas, please wait to access the course. You will see 
the course in your CO Canvas account on March 3, but not earlier.  
 

4. How will I access the Canvas course?  
a. You will receive an email from the CO to create a Canvas login through the CO’s Canvas 

account. Note that this will not be the same as your campus Canvas login page or 
account. Follow the directions in the email to create the CO Canvas account, and wait 
for CO staff to register you into the course. You will see the course in your CO Canvas 
account on March 3, 2025, the day the course opens, but not earlier. Note that there is 
a lag between you creating the CO Canvas account and being able to access the course 
in Canvas.  

b. You will not see the course in your CO Canvas account before the course opens. You will 
also not see the course in your campus Canvas account. You must log in to the CO 
Canvas instance to access the course. 

c. If you do not have access to the course by March 4, 2025, please confirm with your 
campus lead that the email you registered with is the same email with which you 
created your CO Canvas course account. If you still cannot access the Canvas account or 
see the course, please contact Chenoa Woods at cswoods@calstate.edu.  
 

5. Who are the course facilitators?  
a. The course is designed by William Hardaway, instructional designer in the Office of 

IDEAS at Fresno State. He is the course creator and course lead.   
b. Each campus will have one facilitator supporting the whole cohort. Multiple campuses 

will enroll in the same Canvas course, so participants should expect to interact with 
participants and facilitators from multiple CSU campuses. 

 
6. What is the timeframe of the course?  

a. The course will run from March 3, 2025 through May 9, 2025, with synchronous online 
sessions on Fridays from 2:00-4:00pm. There are four required, synchronous sessions 
and two optional synchronous sessions: 

● Friday, March 7, 3:30-4:00pm (optional course orientation and technology 
overview; will be recorded) 

● Friday, March 14, 2:00-4:00pm required 
● Friday, March 21, 2:00-4:00pm required 
● Friday, March 28, 2:00-4:00pm (optional data session; will be recorded) 
● Friday, April 11, 2:00-4:00pm required 
● Friday, April 25, 2:00-4:00pm required 

 
 

Week Module Course Meeting 
2/24-2/28 Facilitator 

Handbook 
N/A 

mailto:cswoods@calstate.edu
https://academics.fresnostate.edu/ideas/about/ideas_team.html
https://academics.fresnostate.edu/ideas/about/ideas_team.html
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3/3-3/7 Course opens 3/3, 
optional session 3/7 

Optional and synchronous:  
Friday, March 7, 3:30-4:00 PM 
Course Orientation and Technology Overview 

3/10-3/14 Module 1 Required and synchronous: 
Friday, March 14, 2:00-4:00 PM 

3/17-3/21 Module 2 Required and synchronous:  
Friday, March 21, 2:00-4:00 PM 

3/24-3/28 Module 3 Optional and synchronous:  
Friday, March 28, 2:00-4:00 PM (data session) 

3/31-4/4 Break Asynchronous 
4/7-4/11 Module 4 Required and synchronous: 

Friday, April 11, 2:00-4:00pm 
4/14-4/18 Break Asynchronous 
4/21-4/25 Module 5 Required and synchronous:  

Friday, April 25, 2:00-4:00pm 
5/9 All modules Final deadline for all assignments for all modules 

 
 

7. What is the time commitment?  
a. Faculty participants should plan to spend approximately 25 hours in the five modules. 

This includes synchronous meetings and assignments completed outside of course 
meetings. 

 
8. Is this opportunity funded?  

a. The CO will provide funding for each participant who completes the course to receive a 
$1,000 stipend. Campuses will distribute the stipends through payroll.  

b. To receive the stipend, you must attend at least three of the four required synchronous 
meetings and complete all assignments, including discussion boards, by Friday, May 9, 
2025. There will be no exceptions to this final deadline. 

c. The opportunity is externally funded by grants from the College Futures Foundation and 
the ECMC Foundation to the CO. Funds for participant stipends will be sent to the 
campus Sponsored Programs/ Foundation office from the CO Sponsored Programs 
department. The process and timeline for issuing stipends and additional compensation 
varies by campus. Please anticipate approximately a four-month period between 
completing the course and receiving the stipend; in some cases, the process may take 
longer. 
 

9. Is this course part of a research study?  
a. The CO and Fresno State have secured an IRB proposal to study the course and its 

relationships to improved teaching and learning. The purpose of this study is to 
understand the impact of pedagogical changes in addressing educational disparities in 
the California State University system. The study aims to document shifts in faculty 
behaviors and mindsets that facilitate more equitable learning outcomes for students.  

  

b. Qualitative data and artifacts may be collected from the CSU Canvas course and faculty 
course participants and facilitators may be invited to participate in focus groups. 
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Additionally, faculty will be invited to complete a quantitative pre- post- survey. The 
study team will follow procedures for maintaining confidentiality or anonymity. 
Assessment, survey, and focus group data will be reviewed only if faculty course 
participants consent to participating. All course participants will have the opportunity to 
opt out of the study if they do not wish to participate. 

c. For more information about the research study associated with this course, please 
contact the project principal investigator, Dr. Bryan Berrett at 
bryanberrett@csufresno.edu.  
 

10. Will I receive a badge for completing the course? 
a. Yes. Course completers will receive a badge issued through the CO. To receive the 

badge, participants must complete assignments, including discussion boards, by Friday, 
May 9, 2025. There will be no exceptions to this final deadline. 
 

11. Who can I contact for more information? 
a. Please contact your campus faculty developer for information about registration. You 

may also contact Chenoa S. Woods, director, Research & Student Success Initiatives, at 
cswoods@calstate.edu to learn more about the systemwide offering of this course. 

mailto:bryanberrett@csufresno.edu
mailto:cswoods@calstate.edu

