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Minutes 

Governors present: Marcia Moore – Chair; Stuart Casillas; Robin Gayle; Jay Gilbert; Tom Giustina; David 
Heinsen; David Hodson; Tom Martin; Chuck Nelsen; Chris Nichols; Cathy Pleasant; 
Marilyn Rees; Dave Scotto; Mimi Baez; Ahmad Boura, Debra Larson; Gayle Hutchinson 

Governors absent: Darryl Schoen 

Staff present: Evelyn Buchanan; Jay Friedman; Pam Hollis; Evonnia Dominguez; Wendi Engasser 

Chair Marcia Moore called the meeting to order at 3:31 PM 

Moore asked for changes or corrections to the minutes of the October 10, 2019 meeting. There were none. 
David Scotto moved to approve the minutes. David Hodson seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

Chair’s Update: Moore 

General Obligation Bond Strategy 
Jay Friedman provided some detailed information about Prop 13, a $15 billion bond on the March 3 
California ballot proposing to help K-12 schools, community colleges and universities with construction 
costs for their facilities. Moore described how the bond would benefit the CSU system and encouraged 
the board to visit the website for additional information. 

Giving Day Strategy 
Kate Post, Manager of Strategic Communications and Annual Giving, made a presentation about Giving 
Day 2020. One hundred organizations are expected to actively participate on Giving Day this March 4, 
2020. This is Chico State’s third year sponsoring a giving day and Post detailed plans for growing results 
this year by using strategies like milestones to “unlock” additional funds and “challenge” gifts to inspire 
donors to give more. Immediately following Kate’s presentation, generous donations were offered by 
Board Chair Stuart Casillas and Vice Chair Dave Hodson. 

Facilities Tour 
Moore reminded the group that they would be touring Meriam Library and the new Omron 
Mechatronics Lab in the morning. 

Development Report: Evelyn Buchanan 
Campaign Update 
Buchanan noted the team was continuing to make steady progress toward the $100 million 
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campaign goal, having raised $86 million to date. Tower Society donors are moving up to 
make larger ongoing donations and GOLD (Graduates of the Last Decade) will potentially 
become next generation bigger donors. There has been steady growth year over year for 
Tower Society and more/less the same for Tower Society Gold members. Two new Annual 
Giving Officers have been hired since last board meeting. 

Regional Campaign Events Update 
Buchanan reported attendance for a first-time event in Denver, CO. Alumni in attendance 
were very excited to see Chico State in their region. The next event will be April 23rd at the 
Customer Experience Center at FLEX in Milpitas, featuring guest speaker, FLEX CEO Doug Brit. 

June Board Retreat/High-Profile Prospecting Event 
A small, intimate event for high level prospects will be held at Kirkland and Ellis in San 
Francisco, June 25 during the board retreat. Ten to fifteen hand-picked guests will be invited. 

Foundations Fundraising Opportunities Exercise 
Buchanan invited the group to review lists of board members of three foundations: The David 
& Lucile Packard Foundation, The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation and James Irvine 
Foundation which included the lists of their boards of directors. The group was asked to 
peruse the list for familiar names, looking for opportunities for introductions, noting that a 
personal connection can often open doors not otherwise available. In addition, the group 
was asked to consider whether they might have contacts with other foundation board 
members who might be interested in guiding a funding request. 

Advocacy Report: Jay Friedman 
Homecoming Update 
Jay Friedman described his plans to bring Homecoming back to Chico State as one strategy to 
help close the campaign. Many groups will be participating, including the Alumni 
Association’s Chico Chapter, the Golden Grads. The dates will be October 8-10, 2020. There 
will be planned synergies with other organizations and events on campus that weekend 
including the fall Board of Governors meetings. He hopes to get all the boards to get together 
for lunch and networking. Friedman expects the potential schedule of events to be finalized 
by April. “Save the Date” notices will be sent out shortly thereafter. 
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Firsthand Update & Next Steps 
Firsthand is the mentoring program Alumni is testing. Friedman continues building a core 
group of mentors to advise and coach Chico State students and young alums looking for 
career advice and to make connections. Board members who have volunteered to test the 
program are asked to follow up with Jay on the user experience. 

Alumni Engagement Update 
Alumni Access, another tool they have been exploring to enhance the alumni experience 
has been tabled due to issues with campus accessibility standards. Friedman said they 
hope to relaunch in the next 6-9 months.to relaunch. 

There was no new business and Moore adjourned the meeting at 4:51 PM. 




