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Through stories of donors, students, faculty, staff, and 
community members, we demonstrate the profound 
influence of philanthropy as we look toward tomorrow.

It all began with a gift
California State University, Chico’s philanthropic roots trace back to 1887, when John Bidwell donated eight acres of his 
prized cherry orchard and the townspeople came together to raise $10,000 to build Chico Normal School—establishing the 
first institution of higher education in the North State. By recognizing an opportunity to support a better future for all, they 
dared to make an impact in a profound and lasting way.

The University Foundation was created in 1940. The nonprofit auxiliary continues to engage those who care about 
Chico State; provide opportunities to enhance our teaching, research, and community programs; and guarantee ethical 
stewardship of gifts received. 

The return on investment in the University is perpetual and far-reaching. In addition to describing the Foundation’s 
fundraising and investment performance, this annual report also highlights gifts that continue to recognize areas of need and 
take purposeful action to make a difference. Through stories of donors, students, faculty, staff, and community members, we 
demonstrate the profound influence of philanthropy as we look toward tomorrow. 

Generosity has paved the path to success for tens of thousands of alumni for more than 136 years, and it will continue to 
open doors to foster creativity, jump-start innovation, and transform lives for decades to come. Thank you.
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Transformational Impact
FY 2022–23 at a glance

TOTAL RAISED

$17,575,225
Including cash and multiyear and deferred pledges

8,822 donors

40%
Friends of 

the University

36%
Chico State 

Alumni

12%
Chico State Students

5%
Faculty & Staff

4%
Organizations

3%
Parents

$7,452,629
GIVEN BY 597 TOWER SOCIETY MEMBERS

$39,410
GIVEN BY 46 TOWER SOCIETY GOLD MEMBERS
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$3,651,387
RAISED FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

56,766 gifts
Donors by Geography

49
STATES

8
COUNTRIES

1
DISTRICT

Top Designations
By Dollar Amount

49 8 1

1. New Building for the College of Business

2. Concrete Industry Management Program

3. Meriam Library

4. Center for Regenerative Agriculture 
and Resilient Systems

5. Fox Family Psychology Exchange Program Scholarship

6. Fox Family Psychology Honors Research  
and Travel Stipend

7. Peter Ahart Memorial Scholarship

8. Gateway Science Museum

9. Gene Haas Advanced Manufacturing Lab

10. Chico State Fund (The University's greatest need)

Top Designations  
By Donors

1. The Chico State Fund

2. Chico State Cares

3. Wildcat Women's Soccer

4. Wildcat Men's Soccer

5. Osher Lifelong Learning Institue Annual Fund

6. Athletics Scholarships and Recruitment



44



5

From the President

For more than 136 years, students, faculty, 
staff, alumni, friends, and supporters of this 
University have been crafting a remarkable 
tale. It is one of bold visions, daring leaps, 
incredible accomplishments, and invaluable 
transformations. What began as a humble 
teachers’ college has evolved into one of the 
most impactful and esteemed institutions of 
higher education not only in California but 
also throughout the West. 

Year after year, the accolades come rolling in—tying for No. 7 in US News and World Report’s 

Top Public Schools–Regional Universities list; landing in the top 1 percent in Washington 

Monthly’s Master’s University Rankings; and earning 4 ½ stars out of 5 on Money magazine’s 

Best Colleges in America. We continue to set higher sights for ourselves and what we can do 

to support students’ success toward their dreams of a degree. 

And while academic success is the thread that weaves consistently through our narrative, 

our offerings and excellence run so much deeper. It’s the accomplishments of our nationally 

ranked student-athletes in cross country and basketball, the research breakthroughs by 

faculty working to solve global issues through quantum physics and regenerative agriculture, 

and the lives that are changed through civic engagement and rural community partnerships as 

students apply their learning to speech and hearing clinics and placements in K–12 schools.

None of that would be possible without the generous support of our donors. With each and 

every gift, Chico State’s supporters empower us to deepen the student experience, provide 

critical financial support, and invest in the people and programs responsible for making us 

into the Chico State of today. 

I’ve been at the University now for nearly a year, and I continue to marvel at the impact our 

donors make. Whether a transformational and visionary gift for a new facility, an endowment 

to create a new scholarship, or a matching gift to inspire others to follow our donors’ 

leadership, the culture of philanthropy on this campus is like none I have witnessed. 

I want to thank each and every one of you for helping us write our story. I am honored as the 

University’s newest president to have the opportunity to build on such an incredible legacy, 

to work together to write our next chapters, and boldly imagine where our partnerships will 

take us next. 

Steve Perez
President
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Catalysts
For Change

President Gayle E. Hutchinson placed Chico State 
on a path to prominence—advancing the institution, 
elevating its reputation, and creating a strong 
foundation for its future.
To honor her legacy, this spring the University Foundation Board of 
Governors announced the creation of the Gayle E. Hutchinson Presidential 
Award for Excellence that will recognize individuals who exemplify her passion 
for forward-thinking strategies and innovation in technology and academic 
research. The $100,000 award—the largest of its kind in the California State 
University—will be presented biennially to a faculty or staff member to 
celebrate their extraordinary vision, advance research, support travel and 
publication expenses, and further their success.

“By providing a substantial award, it will incentivize all our educators to work 
harder in advancing the University profile, inspire them to think creatively and 
on the cutting edge, and challenge the status quo—all for the success of our 
students and the benefit of our communities and the University,” said Chuck 
Nelsen, University Foundation Board Chair.

True to its mission to fuel the University’s growth and excellence, the Board 
of Governors continues to celebrate outstanding faculty with other generous 
investments. In 2023, they created a new award to be given out annually. The 
Outstanding Faculty Leader Award—which will be first awarded in spring 
2024—honors those bringing prominence to Chico State through their 
expertise, research, and scholarly engagement on a regional, national, and even 
global level. The Board also distributed more than $150,000 for initiatives 
including mentorship for undergraduate research projects in the College of 
Agriculture, a project examining depression in the Department of Psychology, 
a women’s summit in the College of Business, and a Mayan hieroglyphics 
database in Art and Art History.

“I made a commitment to myself 
that if I was ever in a position 
to help this great University, it 
would be my privilege to do so.”
Longtime University supporter and successful construction 
entrepreneur Dennis P. Murphy (Civil Engineering, ’94; 
Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters, ’18), sees faculty 
as the key ingredient to Chico State’s exemplary learning 
environment. Through their expertise, research, and 
mentorship of students, he said they make a lasting impact 
that cannot be overstated. After creating two endowed 
professorships in the College of Engineering, Computer 
Science, and Construction Management that provide 
salary stipends, he added another mechanism this year to 
recognize faculty who exemplify excellence—establishing 
a similar faculty fellowship that awards an annual grant 
to support their leadership. By recruiting and retaining 
remarkable faculty, Dennis hopes students today will 
continue to have the incredible experience he had that 
led to a rewarding career and lifetime of leadership and 
philanthropy.



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

 

Professor Emeritus Bill Lane (above) 
was a pioneer in computing and 
related technologies. He initiated and 
taught the University’s frst computing 
classes in 1961, single-handedly led 
the acquisition of the campus’s frst 
computer in 1962, and founded the BS 
and MS in computer science in 1968. 
Decades later, Norman Tu (Computer 
Science, ’69) still remembers what 
a dedicated mentor and visionary 
Bill was, and credits him in part for 
his own business success. After Bill’s 
passing, Norman and his wife, Antonia, 
honored the esteemed educator this 
year by creating the Bill Lane Memorial 
Computer Science Tutoring Endowment 
to create consistent funding for a 
program that serves hundreds of 
computer science majors annually. 
By investing in a program where 
more experienced students mentor in 
everything from methodical problem-
solving and algorithms to interview 
prep and resume building, Norman and 
Antonia ensure students are on the 
forefront of what tomorrow holds. 

Every year, the Wildcat family tree grows 
larger thanks to the shared drive to support 

student success. Chicoan Bill Yoskowitz 
was an avid runner and the spouse of former 
Kinesiology Department employee Peggy Gray 
˜MPA, ’93). ˜is fortuitus combination gave 
him front row seats to cheer for all our Wildcat 
teams. While he was a huge fan and supporter of 
sports in general, Bill took a shining to the cross 
country program—a small but mighty unit with 
more CCAA titles than any Chico State team 
in history. Over many years, Bill’s fondness for 
the program grew and he developed a friendship 
with head coach Gary Towne. When Bill 
passed away suddenly in 2021, Peggy honored 
him by creating a scholarship to support the 
cross country program—a ÿtting tribute for an 
honorary Wildcat that will uplift the program 

in perpetuity. 

“Having known 
Bill for some time, 
I am deeply honored 
by this gift to our 
program. A named 
scholarship like Bill's 
lives forever, and 
most importantly it 
combines his passion 
for the program 
with our continued 
success.” 

—Gary Towne 
Men's Cross Country Head Coach 

As the start of her academic career and where she has taught since 2005, Marianne 
Paiva ˜Sociology, ’99° MA, Social Science, ’01) calls the sociology program at 

Chico State both her “heart” and her “home.” One of her greatest joys has been watching 
the growth of the online degree completion program, which makes a Chico State sociology 
degree accessible to students across California. ˜ose graduates add to the world’s supply 
of critical thinkers who challenge the status quo, innovate, problem-solve and impact ÿelds 
ranging from social work to public service. To bolster those opportunities, Advancement 
sta˛ helped Marianne create an endowed scholarship with an initial gift, followed by 
monthly paycheck deductions until the gift agreement is fulÿlled. ˜e ÿrst of many $1,000 
scholarships to come was awarded in spring 2023, and she said she is honored to 
support a diverse cohort of students with big dreams and to reduce obstacles toward 
their success. 

7 
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Captivating
Educational
Backdrop

$10 million
TO SUPPORT THE NEXT GENERATION OF 

ENTREPRENEURS, EXECUTIVES, AND SALES LEADERS.

A s a high school student, Jon E. Krabbenschmidt (Business 
Administration, ’76) chose Chico State because it offered easy access 

to the outdoors, where he could balance his time in the classroom with hours 
hiking, skiing, and hanging out in Bidwell Park. However, he benefited from the 
close community, small student-to-faculty ratio, and social atmosphere that are 
still true today. He graduated with honors and the skills to start an exceptional 
career, and went on to serve nearly 30 years as a 
partner at a nationally recognized accounting 
and consulting firm, and founded a real estate 
investment and development business.

John credits much of his business success to 
his experience at Chico State and wants 
future students to have the same 
opportunity. But to do so, he says, 
the University needs to replace 
65-year-old Glenn Hall with a 
state-of-the-art building. With 
a gift of $5 million as a first 
commitment toward an ultimate 
$10 million gift, he hopes to 
inspire other alumni to follow 
his lead in supporting the next 
generation of entrepreneurs, 
executives, and sales leaders. 

As a connection point between our campus and 
the community, the Gateway Science Museum 
is a natural extension of the classroom, allowing 
students to put theory to practice. Equal 
parts laboratory and learning playground, the 
museum offers a professional environment for 
students to develop their skills as scientists 
and communicators who engage their peers, 
children, families, and learners of all ages. 
It also acts as a connection point between 
campus and the community. It is through the 
generous support of community partners 
like Jeanne and Dr. William Hassenzahl, 
a scientist himself with over 40 years of 
experience at three national laboratories, the 
Gateway continues to offer programming 
and exhibitions that nurture curiosity and 
excitement for all and inspire generations of 
future scientists to follow their interest in the 
world around them.
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Lowell Ahart (Biological Sciences, 
’61) may have dedicated his career 
to ranching but his heart has been 
with collecting plants since his first 
undergraduate plant taxonomy course. 
Starting with a gift of 500 specimens 
in 1972, he has now donated more 
than 20,000 others to the Chico 
State herbarium. Several are framed 
and on display as models of the 
art of mounting plants in ways that 
showcase their characteristics while 
being strikingly beautiful. Now, with a 
pledged gift of $800,000, his legacy 
will live on in more ways than one, 
with endowed support to preserve 
the herbarium’s collection and work 
in perpetuity. As the most complete 
repository of plant specimens from 
northeastern California, what is now 
the Ahart Herbarium boasts more than 
125,000 dried and mounted specimens 
it shares with scientists and hobbyists 
worldwide.

Meriam Library has long been 
the heart of the Chico State 

campus and a pivotal component of 
our students’ educational experience. 
Now, with a $1 million planned gift 
by an impassioned alumnus, a new 
endowment will support its operations 
and offerings for generations to come. 
The donor, who prefers to remain 
anonymous, has witnessed a wealth 
of impacts from libraries at all levels 
through his life and credits Meriam 
Library as the most useful resource in 
earning his degree and achieving other 
academic goals. At a university, he 
noted, the library is often the common 
denominator—one which supports 
student success for the duration through 
its many resources and dedicated staff.

$1 Million
TO SUPPORT MERIAM LIBRARY'S 

OPERATIONS AND OFFERINGS FOR 
GENERATIONS OF STUDENTS TO COME

“This gift benefits all students—
irrespective of their majors—as 
our library serves as a central 
hub for academic support and 
research across disciplines. This 
investment will further foster 
student achievement by supporting 
comprehensive learning and aiding 
students in conducting research, 
accessing diverse literature, and 
obtaining valuable information 
critical to their studies.”
—Jodi Shepherd 
Interim Dean, Meriam Library

L ifelong learner Eric Lauha (Geology, ’81) first discovered his passion for geology and 
botany in high school while camping and backpacking in Lassen Volcanic National Park. 

This led him to the National Park Service after high school, where he assisted geologists and 
geological engineers evaluating various mining claims in Death Valley. Those experiences 
inspired him to enroll at Chico State, where he further explored and developed his scientific 
knack, ultimately revisiting the landscapes of his youth with a scholar’s eyes. With a solid 
foundation, he went on to work for a range of exploration and mining companies as a 
professional geologist until retiring in 2019. He now works as an explanation geologist for 
companies in the exploration mining industry in Nevada. 

To ensure a new generation of geologists is exposed to learning opportunities in the field,  
Eric generously donated $250,000 as an endowment to support students in the geology 
program, as well as a travel stipend that will allow students majoring in geology and biology 
to conduct field research. Both provide financial lifelines that turn lessons in the classroom 
into career-affirming experiences—the type that kept him on a path of continuous growth.



10

Culture of
Belonging

M arti Sutton (Business 
Administration, ’92) discovered 

her advocacy voice as a student at Chico 
State and went on to work on education 
and health care reform in Washington, DC, 

and in the White House. After moving back to California and raising her 
family, she began donating her expertise to causes she cared about. One 
of the endeavors most dear to her heart is supporting students at her alma 
mater. Marti is a founding member of the Women’s Philanthropy Council 
and an advisory board member for Chico State's College of Business, as 
well as the founder of the Professional Attire Fund—to which she donated 
$25,000 this year as a matching gift for Giving Day. Marti said she hopes 
to inspire today’s students, especially women, to find their own voice and 
use it for a greater good.

“I once heard someone say, ‘They tell me to pull myself up by my boot 
straps, but what if I don’t have boots?’ I am always looking to get people 
their own boots—and not just boots, but boots that fit them. ... To me, 
making change is raising your hand if you see something that is not right 
and saying ‘What can I do to help?’” said Marti, the 2023 Distinguished 
Alumna for the College of Business.

Far from her home in rural China during 
her MBA, Linling Gan was thrilled to find a 
culture of belonging at Chico State she had 
not anticipated. She was offered scholarships, 
her faculty all knew her by name, and the 
dean would welcome her into her office to 
talk about her courses and career plans. The 
Career Center was especially meaningful, as it 
supported her in finding internships, polishing 
her resume, and gaining interview tips. With 
a successful career in industries ranging from 
fashion to aerospace, as well as managing 
businesses related to international education 
and real estate, it was that spirit of helping 
others that led Linling to join the Tower 
Society. She now contributes to a scholarship 
to help international students or those who 
plan to study abroad to give them 
a sense that people are 
rooting for their success.

“You are far from 
home, thousands 
of miles across the 
ocean. You always feel 
like something in your 
heart is empty.  
When school 
provides a family, 
it makes it easier 
to adjust.”
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As the first person in her family 
to attend college, Sandra Roach 
(Mathematics, ’06) says scholarships 
and grants made her undergraduate 
journey possible. This set the stage 
for her graduate school career, which 
included a master’s degree in statistics 
and a doctorate in epidemiology. While 
more success lay ahead professionally 
at Medallia, a data-driven experience 
company, Sandra was always pulled 
back to her hometown of Chico and 
returned every summer to teach a 
course at Chico State. With a growing 
family, she returned in 2020 and has 
reconnected more deeply with the 
University by joining the Women’s 
Philanthropy Council. As a member, 
she has been able to support initiatives 
like Women in STEM, which connects 
students in STEM majors with 
professional mentors—an important 
step toward closing the gender  
equality gap.

“Having gone from grad school to the 
tech industry, I see the differences 
women are making and the need for 
more representation. Anything I can 
do to  support women in college and 
in business is important to me.”

During her senior year at Chico State,  
Bekah Qualls’ 28-year-old brother 

Christopher was shot and killed. Recognizing 
her devastation, faculty and students donated 
money, and professors allowed her to submit 
work virtually if she couldn’t attend class. Bekah 
pushed through and finished her undergraduate 
degree in 2019, and then went on to earn a master’s 
degree in social work from Chico State in 2021. 
She has since moved to Puyallup, Washington 
and became a school social worker and online 
therapist. A first-generation student, Bekah credits 
the School of Social Work and programs like TRIO 
Student Support Services for helping her survive 
her hardest season of college. To carry the chain 
of support onto other students, she created the 
Qualls Footnotes Endowed Scholarship in 
2023. The purpose of the scholarship is to support 
upper-division students entering the social work 
program at Chico State.

“The Social Work 
Department fully 
wrapped their arms 
around me. Having 
caring adults in my 
life pour love into 
me is what made 
navigating college 
possible.”
—Bekah Qualls 
(social work, ’19; MSW, ’21)

Carlo Marchetti’s career in special education spans almost 
40 years across two states. It all began at Chico State, 
where he earned a bachelor's degree in liberal studies in 
1984. A year later, he completed the credential program 
with an option in special education and then followed up 
with four more licenses, expanding his reach and ability 
to make an impact as a special education teacher. As a 
mentor, Carlo has devoted his time, energy, and resources to 
helping other teachers in the field navigate everything from 
licensing options to teaching and implementing new teaching 
modalities. Now in retirement, he continues to create 
opportunities for students in the credential program through 
a scholarship aimed at providing financial support to special 
education teachers—specifically those at the dawn of their 
careers and making ends meet on their own.
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Connections
Beyond Campus

“Having the opportunity to travel across the world and 
experience a new culture is something I will forever cherish.  
It was amazing to see that no matter where you are in the world, 
people are people. We all have feelings, emotions, wants, and 
needs. My faith in humanity grew from this trip, and for that  
I am very grateful. What I know now about the UAE is what  
I wish every person in America could know.”

—Graduate student Coral Imhoff, who is working on her master’s in speech pathology

During an eight-day trip to the United Arab Emirates in January, 
six kinesiology and speech pathology students had the chance 

to observe, learn from, and make recommendations for programs 
for children with physical and cognitive disabilities. They toured a 
new school in Khor Fakkan, visited sites to observe teachers in their 
environments, and debriefed each day on what they saw, connecting 
it to their coursework and hands-on experiences back in California. 
The experience, they said, applied their learning in a very real way 
and taught them invaluable lessons about other cultures and people. 
The trip was generously made possible by Sheikha Jameela bint 
Mohammed Al-Qasimi (Psychology, ’83; Honorary Doctorate 
of Humane Letters, ’22), the chairperson of Sharjah City for 
Humanitarian Services, who also gave generously to support 
state-of-the-art laboratory and service equipment for the Child 
Development Program and technology in the Communication 
Sciences and Disorders Program.

For more than a century, the North State 
Symphony has brought exquisite, awe-inspiring 
performances to our communities. From iconic 
sagas like Swan Lake to modernized concerts that 
explore contemporary themes like film scores, music 
director Scott Seaton and his team continually bring 
generations together through music, creating a 
bridge between local and international artists who 
share our stages. 

Support by the Bernard J & Mary T Johnson 
Family Foundation and others makes it possible 
for an orchestra of this caliber to stay and thrive in 
Chico and Redding. The impact of their generosity 
helps the symphony market and maintain seasonal 
programming, and bring renowned performers from 
across the globe. 
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$1.2 Million
TO SUPPORT PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS 

PARTICIPATING IN A DOMESTIC OR 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM

Retired educator Steven Fox 
(Psychology, ’82) knows the value 
of a high-quality education that is 
enriched by opportunities to travel, 
which fosters a sense of curiosity 
about the world. At Chico State, 
he participated in an exchange 
program with the University of 
New Hampshire. After graduating, 
he continued to broaden his 
perpectives by serving as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in the Philippines 
and subsequently traveled 
throughout Europe and the Middle 
East. To help afford today’s students 
similar opportunities, Steven and his 
wife, Susan Hays, established the 
Fox Family Psychology Exchange 
Program Scholarship Endowment, 
which provides essential support 
to students wanting to participate 
in a domestic or international 
exchange program. They have also 
established the Fox Family Travel 
Stipend Endowment, which allows 
students to conduct a full academic 
year of research under the guidance 
of a psychology faculty member.

“I love Japanese culture 
and the language so dearly, 
and it’s thanks to the Boyle 
family and this award that 
I’ll be able to go back to 
Japan next year to visit my 
old host families from my 
high school exchange and 
see some friends again. I’m 
so thankful to the Boyle 
family for their generosity 
and the honor of receiving 
the Outstanding Asian 
Language Student Award.”
—Mackenzie Holloway 
(Asian Studies, ’23)

Professor Emeritus John Boyle, a scholar of pre-war and 
post-war Japan, taught courses in East Asian History 

from 1968 until his retirement in 1997. During his tenure 
on campus and through his retirement, he has provided 
a legacy of support for the University’s Asian studies 
programs that will continue in perpetuity. The John Boyle 
East Asian Culture and Language Endowment and 
John Boyle Outstanding Asian Language Student 
Award Endowment support research, programming, 
culture, and language studies, helping students and faculty 
gain a deeper appreciation and understanding of Asian 
cultures. Through his extensive travels and having lived in 
Japan, John has built lifelong connections that inspire his 
own research and inspire his students and fellow faculty. 
As a professor, author, and patron of programs at Chico 
State, John continues to make a lasting impact on students 
and colleagues, demonstrating the passion, care, and 
dedication that the University’s faculty bring to their fields 
of discipline.  

Inspired by his own journey that started on the Chico 
State campus and led to a 28-year career at Microsoft in 

communications, David Hufford (Journalism, ’93) attributes 
much of his success to his exceptional education and supportive 
faculty. Eager to “pay it forward” by giving students the same 
chance to thrive and succeed, he and his wife created the  
David and Lisa Hufford Family Scholarship this year with 
several goals. They hope to ignite the potential of students 
from diverse backgrounds, to nurture their passion for 
communication, and to uphold the principles of equity and 
inclusion. He is particularly excited to help choose the scholars, 
looking for individuals who demonstrate academic excellence 
and a commitment to making a difference in their community, 
and to forge a lasting connection and mentorship.
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From the University Foundation CEO

“The Do and Dare spirit is a steadfast undercurrent 
within our community and it extends to how 
we dream about our future and the limitless 
possibilities for Chico State. With each gift, we will 
enhance educational offerings, ensure real-world 
learning opportunities, and provide cutting-edge 
labs, facilities, and technology.”

Each semester, new students start their Chico State journey with us 

with visions of the opportunities they would like to pursue and ideas 

about what they hope their collegiate experience will hold. We must 

match their imagination, creativity, and aspirations with the financial 

support to empower their dreams. 

A Chico State degree transforms lives, and it continues to do so  

like never before. More than half our students today identify as 

first-generation—making them among the first in their families 

to earn a college degree. The social mobility, earning power, and 

influence they will hold as the changemakers of tomorrow cannot  

be overstated. 

We appreciate the vision and leadership the University’s new 

president, Steve Perez, brings into this role. His decades of 

experience in higher education combined with a true passion to 

ensure the quality and affordability of our academic offerings will be 

invaluable as we envision our next chapter. 

While gaps in state funding grow wider, we stand prepared to 

meet the challenge with private support from donors like you. By 

leveraging restricted and unrestricted giving, we will meet emerging 

issues and opportunities, allocate resources where they are most 

critical, and give students, faculty, staff, and our extended community 

the most vital thing they need to survive—support they can count on, 

year after year. 

There is perhaps no better testament to this than the success of 

Transform Tomorrow | The Campaign for Chico State. During our 

inaugural capital campaign, we raised more than $106.6 million, 

engaging our supporters and uniting our constituencies through 

a shared vision. Together, we told the story of Chico State’s 

commitment to excellence over and over. That success sets the stage 

for our next campaign, which will be nothing short of monumental. 

The Do and Dare spirit is a steadfast undercurrent within our 

community and it extends to how we dream about our future and the 

limitless possibilities for Chico State. With each gift, we will enhance 

educational offerings, ensure real-world learning opportunities, 

and provide cutting-edge labs, facilities, and technology. We will 

propel Chico State onto a national and global stage and further our 

reputation for solving the unprecedented challenges of the 21st 

century.

Ahmad Boura 

CEO, University Foundation
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From the Board Chair

15

“We each have a stake in ensuring 
Chico State is meeting the needs of our 
students today and the generations that 
will follow. Thank you for the role you 
have and will continue to play.”

As I prepare to end my term as chair, I cannot help but reflect on the 

Board’s transformation in recent years. First and foremost is its growth 

from 11 to 22 members in the last 10 years. We have found a wealth 

of expert, impassioned alumni and supporters to stand with us as we 

work to evolve the University’s portfolio, grow the endowment, and 

protect our benefactors’ assets. And through that growth, we have 

added incredible diversity of knowledge. Today’s Board is comprised 

of educators, entrepreneurs, health care providers, scientists, 

communicators, and so much more. Through their many affiliations and 

areas of work, they bring deep insight and thoughtful stewardship to our 

work. 

Among our leading charges have been to serve as champions for 

University Advancement as it grows the culture of philanthropy at 

Chico State. In the last few years, we have engaged more individuals 

than ever before while extending our reach across the nation, securing 

many seven-figure gifts and hitting milestone after milestone in annual 

fundraising. 

I want to personally thank Tom Martin (Agriculture Business, ’66), and 

Marcia Moore, who each completed nine years with the University 

Foundation Board of Governors. We have learned so much from both 

these individuals as they helped the University thrive through the 

Camp Fire, a global pandemic, welcoming Chico State’s 12th and 13th 

presidents, and the completion of Transform Tomorrow | The Campaign 

for Chico State. While we will miss their leadership, we know they 

will continue to be part of the University community, supporting our 

students and the goals of Chico State.

And I would like to thank every Board member for their generosity 

in time and spirit, especially Cathy Pleasant as she steps into the role 

of chair. As we know, Chico State will face incredible opportunities 

and critical issues in the decades to come, and it will require all our 

stakeholders to continue to share in the responsibility of our mission 

and vision.

 Lastly, I would urge all of us to continue exploring what Chico State is 

doing. One of my lessons on the Board has been the sheer number of 

amazing programs and people educating our students and making the 

world a better place. Whether the Human Identification Laboratory’s 

work supporting law enforcement on cases and disasters throughout 

the United States, the Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve’s influence 

on wildland management practices statewide, or the Center for 

Regenerative Agriculture and Resilient Systems’ role on the forefront 

of adapting farming for our changing world, these are but three among 

countless offerings that make students, alumni, faculty, staff, and 

the entire North State community want to brag about this incredible 

institution. Embrace our students’ spirit of curiosity and you’re sure to 

find something new that you will want to support and celebrate.

We each have a stake in ensuring Chico State is meeting the needs of 

our students today and the generations that will follow. Thank you for 

the role you have and will continue to play.

Chuck Nelsen (’72) 

Board Chair
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2022–23 Financial Impact Report

GIFTS & PLEDGES 

In 2022–23, alumni, parents, friends, and other supporters donated and pledged nearly $18 million to 
academic, athletic, applied research, and public service programs across campus.

 FY22–23 FY21–22 FY20–21

Cash  $8,612,278  $10,017,781  $13,113544

In-Kind Gifts $319,121 $159,055  $466,863

Pledges $8,643,826  $7,679,249  $3,420,104

Total Gifts and Pledges $17,575,225  $17,856,085   $17,000,511

DONORS 

In the 2022–23 fiscal year, 8,822 donors and 315 foundations and corporations provided vital funds to 
support our students, faculty, and programs. Friends of Chico State made up the largest percentage of 
our donor base (40 percent).

 FY22–23 FY21–22  FY20–21

Friends 3,510 3,023 3,825 

Alumni 3,193 2,940  3,645

Students 1,058 921  552 

Faculty & Staff 492 378  527

Organizations 315 427  487

Parents 254 288  210

Total 8,822 7,977  9,246
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ASSETS

Cash & Cash Equivalents    $949,651 

Receivables & Other Current Assets    $242,416  

Investments    $116,914,166 

Contributions Receivable–Net    $5,264,860 

Buildings and Equipment–Net of Accumulated Depreciation  $3,212,430 

TOTAL ASSETS            $126,583,523

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS  

Accounts & Notes Payable   $1,124,687 

Liability Under Trust Agreements    $3,570,426 

TOTAL LIABILITIES     $4,695,113 

  

NET ASSETS                $121,888,410 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

The University Foundation’s net assets totaled $121.9 million as of June 30, 2023. The total endowment,  
valued at $88.7 million, is managed by the Foundation’s Board of Governors through its Finance and 
Investment Committee and under the advisement of the independent investment advisory firm Aldrich 
CPAs & Advisors, LLP.

Year To tal Endowment         Net Assets

2022–23  $88,694,074  $121,888,410

2021–22  $81,761,062  $112,838,342

2020–21  $90,007,504  $121,708,138

2019–20  $62,941,713  $87,021,363

2018–19  $65,293,330  $88,756,254
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Statement of Financial Position

FIVE-YEAR OVERVIEW TOTAL ENDOWMENT VALUE

While the University Foundation was not immune to the recent market downturn, the well-diversified portfolio 
outperformed its benchmark during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023.

$120,000,000

$110,000,000

$100,000,000

$90,000,000

$80,000,000

$70,000,000

$60,000,000

FY2017–18

$88.8M

$87M

$121.7M

$81.7M

$65.2M

$62.9M

$90M

Total Endowment Value

FY2018–19 FY2019–20 FY2020–21 FY2021–22 FY2022–23

Net Assets

$112.8M

$121.9M

$88.7M

 

ENDOWMENT BY PURPOSE (2022–23)

As of June 30, 2023, the endowment value was $88.7 million. 
Donors have the opportunity to designate their gifts to 
support the people and programs they care about most. More 
than 80 percent of the endowment is earmarked for student 
scholarships, awards, and programs.

Student Scholarships & Support $44,426,503

Academic & Program Support $30,864,646

Faculty Support $9,105,633

Unrestricted/Greatest Need $4,297,291

Total $88,694,073

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS (2022–23)
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“I discovered an entire new experience at 
the tutoring center, mainly because it 

was students who taught there. I’m excited 
to share that I will be joining as a tutor next 
semester, contributing to a program that has 
been so beneficial for my own learning. I look 
forward to helping fellow students navigate 
challenging topics and providing support in 
their academic journey.”
— COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJOR CHIRAG DHAMANGE

“T he herbarium has taught me the value of 
this resource for conservation and research, 

and to appreciate our region's unique and amazing 
biodiversity. I hope that my future career will 
continue to involve promoting accessible public 
engagement with and protection and promotion of 
California's native plants and collections.”
—LAURA LAMPE (BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, ’18; MS, BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCES, ’22)

“O ur job as educators is to make sure 
we are not putting up any artificial 

barriers and also eliminating barriers we 
may not even recognize for people. A small 
scholarship is not going to solve everything 
but hopefully it provides students with a 
little bit of breathing room they may not 
have had before.”
— MARIANNE PAIVA (SOCIOLOGY, ’99; MA, SOCIAL SCIENCE, ’01)

“T here are lots of Chico State graduates 
that have been very successful in 

their careers—and I know many of them—
and those people should be giving back 
to the school that provided them with the 
foundation for their success.”
—JON E. KRABBENSCHMIDT (BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, ’76)

“I was an Asian studies major and Japanese minor, as well as president of the 
Japanese fusion club for two years. It meant so much to me to be recognized for 

what I achieved in my classes and my work with the J*Fusion Club. I love Japanese 
culture and the language so dearly, and it’s thanks to the Boyle family and this award 
that I’ll be able to go back to Japan next year to visit my old host families from my 
high school exchange and see some friends again. I’m so thankful for their generosity 
and the honor of receiving the Outstanding Asian Language Student Award.” 
—MACKENZIE HOLLOWAY (ASIAN STUDIES, ’23), RECIPIENT OF THE 2023 JOHN BOYLE OUTSTANDING ASIAN LANGUAGE STUDENT AWARD

“I had so many faculty members who showed 
that they cared about me and were invested  

in my success as a student—it showed me 
that I had people in my corner. I love that this 
scholarship will be a vote of confidence for a 
student, to show that we all have the opportunity 
to move ahead and the ones who are ambitious 
and go for it are the ones who create new 
possibilities for themselves and their families.”
— DAVID HUFFORD (JOURNALISM, ’93)

“Chico State provided me with the tools to 
mature into a young man, both socially and 

educationally, and prepared me for the rest of my 
life. I still remember the professors’ names and the 
experiences they provided that assisted me in life. 
My education at Chico was a profound experience.”
— STEVEN FOX (PSYCHOLOGY, ’82)
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Visionary
$100,000 or more 

Anonymous
Chico CM Education Foundation
Chico Concrete Industry Management Patrons
Matt Christiano and Sallie Calhoun
Community Foundation for San Benito County
Steve Fox ('82)
Gene Haas Foundation
Dan Giustina
Giustina Forest Foundation
Tom and Robin Giustina
Globetrotter Foundation
Hayden Homes LLC
Jon Krabbenschmidt ('76) and Dawn O'Dell
Eric Lauha ('81)
MegaFood
Dennis Murphy ('94)
Omron Foundation
Rich Ragan
Mary Ruby
John Swift

Philanthropist
$50,000–$99,999

Anonymous
Jan Britton ('70)
California College Pathways
Stuart Casillas ('96) and Kimi Casillas ('96)
Chevron Corporation
Clarence E. Heller Charitable Foundation
Dianne Dobson ('69)
Doug Guerrero and Kelly Guerrero
Regenerative Agriculture Foundation
Melaine Taylor ('61) and Tom Taylor
Norman Tu ('69) and Antonia Tu ('69)
Whittier Trust Company

Benefactor
$25,000–$49,999

Anonymous
Andersen & Sons Shelling, Inc.
Beavers Charitable Trust
Keith Bewley ('78) and Cheryl Bewley
Gordon Brown ('83) and Michele Brown ('87)
California Agricultural Leadership Foundation
Construction Employers Association
Gayle Dilley ('86) and John Dilley
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Fibershed
Clinton Gee ('87) and Nancy Gee ('87)
Jay Gilbert ('69)
Bill Hassenzahl and Jeanne Hassenzahl
David Hufford ('93) and Lisa Hufford
Johnson Family Foundation
Billie Kanter ('68) and Kirk Monfort

Stephen Lee and LeeAnne Lee
Mark and Carolyn Guidry Foundation
Tom Markovich ('72)
Joanne Martin
G.B. Matthews Family Trust
Orange County's United Way
Cathy Pleasant
Betty Porter ('50)
Bekah Qualls ('21)
Speech Pathology Group
Stupski Foundation
Marti Sutton ('92) and John Sutton

Founder
$15,000–$24,999

Autism Intervention Services, LLC
Jenelle Ball ('82) and Dave Ball
benefitRFP, Inc.
Aaron Colton ('82) and Gina Colton ('82)
Ron Duff ('71) and Lynn Duff
Estate of Robert and Joyce Caproni
Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano
Goodall Family Charitable Foundation
Steve Goodall ('78) and Jane Goodall ('78)
Marguerite Gray ('93)
Dave Hodson ('90) and Chris LeCuyer-Hodson ('93)
David Hopper and Shari Maxson Hopper
InterWest Insurance Services, LLC
Ken Lange ('65) and Sheryl Lange ('66)
Chris Nichols ('69)
Paradise Church of Religious Science
Marilyn Rees ('81)
Tim Sauer Sr. ('91)
Darryl Schoen ('77) and Jaci Schoen
Glen Thomas ('83) and Joyce Densmore-Thomas ('82)
Max Voigtritter and Brenda Voigtritter

Pioneer
$7,500–$14,999

Anonymous
AGC Construction
Linda Allen ('81) and Gayle Hutchinson
Jeanette Alosi ('79)
Arnerich Massena & Associates, Inc.
Ayco Charitable Foundation
Gregg Berryman and Phyllis Berryman
Gary Bess and Cindy Ratekin
Gloria Bracco ('70)
George Buonaccorsi ('66) and Vicki Buonaccorsi
Tom Burkett ('82) and Barbara Burkett ('77)
Carol Burr
Don Cadwalader and Linda Cadwalader
Chico Lacrosse Alumni Association
Chico Science Fair
Charles Copeland and Sally Foltz
Gary Curry ('63) and Susan Curry ('64)
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Dome Construction Corporation
Rob Donoho ('84)
Jerry Dunham ('72) and Carla Dunham ('71)
Susan Erving
Manuel Esteban and Gloria Esteban
Bill Fisher and Elizabeth Fisher
Foor Foundation
Karen Ford ('99) and Rick Ford
Samuel Hillaire ('02) and Sam Hillaire ('99)
Marc Hollis ('87) and Donna Hollis ('87)
Fern Hsu Tse
Bob Kittredge ('69) and Bobbie Kittredge
KPMG, LLP Foundation
Norma Leben ('72) and Clay Leben
Shady Makar ('19) and Tala Makar ('19)
Carlo Marchetti ('84)
Mike Thompson For Congress
Marcia Moore
N. California-W. Nevada Chapter of  
  American Concrete Institute
Bob Nienaber ('89)
Kevin Olsen ('80) and Bea Olsen ('81)
Matt O'Sullivan ('83) and Donna Garcia
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Marianne Paiva ('01)
Wes Patton ('65)
Gwen Quail
Stanley W. Ekstrom Foundation, Inc.
George Thomas and Sarah Thomas
Trimble Inc.
Jeff Williams ('89) and Robin Williams
Terry Williams ('87) and Jerry Williams

Explorer
$3,500–$7,499

Anonymous
Don Alger and Barb Alger
American Endowment Foundation
Jacky Baily ('68) and Abe Baily
Dick Baldy and Marian Baldy
Scott Barker and Anita Barker
Bob Barnhart ('85)
Vidya Bobba
Gary Borders ('71)
Jim Braziel ('57) and Carol Braziel ('75)
Grace Brewer ('78) and Mark Boydston
Louis Buffardi and Jean Buffardi
Jan Burnham ('83) and Russ Burnham
California League of Food Producers
John Calvert ('04) and Melanie Calvert ('03)
Laura Champion
Raul Chavez ('04) and Dalia Chavez ('03)
CoBank
Cornerstone Community Bank
Joe Crotts and Brenda Crotts
Tom Cushman
Dave Daley ('79)
Shaun Davis ('04) and Stefanie Louie

Gina Ellena
Red Emmerson and Maria Escosa-Emmerson
E. M. T.
Donna Falk ('67)
Fixzyn, Inc.
Diane Flaherty ('87)
Carolyn Freese ('65)
Susan Fuller ('85) and Brad Fuller
Linling Gan ('02)
Joan Genthe
Golden 1 Credit Union
Golden State Farm Credit
Ashley Greene ('07)
Ron Griffin ('67) and Sandy Griffin ('66)
David Heinsen ('91) and DeDee Heinsen ('91)
Bob Henning and Jennifer Toth-Henning
Hershey Foods Corporation
Holland Construction Inc.
Ted Howard ('68)
Jeff Jones ('86)
Zach Justus ('03) and Tia Newby ('05)
Larry Kirk and Maureen Kirk
Armand Leiro and Tammy Leiro
Gary Lindberg ('70)
Nancy Loeffler
John Loll and Jane Bielke-Loll
Lundberg Family Farms
Debbie Maderos ('74)
MAINS'L
Sanford Ma ('72) and Gloria Ma
Allen Masuda ('71)
Kathi Mathiesen ('73)
Thor Maydole ('67) and Connie Barr
Suzy McCreary ('92)
Ailsie McEnteggart
Greg Meadows ('87) and Nancy Meadows ('89)
Mike Messner ('74) and  
  Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo
Edie Miller ('79)
Paul Minasian and Susan Minasian
John Mottram III ('82) and Terri Mottram
Jackie Murad ('76)
Chuck Nelsen ('89)
Chuck Nelson ('72) and Paula Busch ('75)
Northern California Mechanical 
  Contractors Association
Jennifer Parrish ('81) and Kevin Parrish
George Parrott ('65)
Steve Perez and Tanya Perez
Jessica Porter ('05)
Joe Pozzi ('84)
Betsy Randolph ('68) and Richard Randolph
Resources Legacy Fund Foundation
Robert E. and Adele M. Boydston Foundation
Rodan Builders Inc.
Toni Ruggle ('78) and Vickie Ruggle
Run4 Bitti and Brynn Foundation
Rural County Representatives of California

Joan Rycraft ('68)
Salesforce Foundation
Robert Salz ('75)
Randy Schiff ('90) and Laura Schiff ('04)
Jim Schuricht ('72) and Kathy Schuricht
Kendell Seamans and Susan Seamans
Fred Seavey
Maggie Sedar ('78)
Dwight Seuser
Sierra Pacific Foundation
Judy Sitton ('68)
Greg Steel ('66) and Janet Wilson
Brandon Stegall ('95)
Bob Stofa and Becky Stofa
Mike Thompson ('82) and Janet Thompson ('84)
Gary Towne ('91) and Roxanne Lara ('98)
John Trinta ('79) and Diane Swonk
Gary Watters ('57) and Lorrene Watters ('56)
Kathy Weeks
David Whetstone ('66) and Carol Whetstone ('67)
Wilbur-Ellis
Mike Wysong ('79) and Nanette Wysong

Leader
$1,500–$3,499

Anonymous
A. L. Gilbert Company
Altum Wealth Advisors
Pat Andersen ('03) and Sharon Andersen ('08)
Bryan Anderson ('00) and  
  Michelle Feeney Anderson ('97)
Sally Anderson ('96)
Diane Apostolakos ('75)
Associated Schools of Construction
Lisa Bagley ('04)
Bank of America
Andie Banks ('77) and Larry Banks Jr.
Tom Bannon ('77)
Rusty Barcelo ('69)
Isaac Barthelow
Barrett Baumgartner and Felicia Adler
Dan Beadle ('74) and Linda Beadle
Robert Bechard ('60) and Kathie Bechard ('81)
Cameron Beck ('88) and Kim Beck ('84)
Sandra Beck and Sara Cooper
Carole Beeton ('62)
Steve Benninga ('78)
BidCal, Inc.
Bidwell Womens Golf Club
Blackrock Concrete, Inc.
Jill Blackwill ('82)
Hannah Bolton ('21)
Gilbert Booth ('75)
Ahmad Boura and Jen Boura
Clyde Bowman Jr. ('72) and Ruth Bowman ('62)
Michele Brewer ('85)
Gary Brown ('69)
Janet Brown ('77) and Michael Abruzzo
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Judith Brown
Velvet Brown
Dawn Buchanan ('89)
Joyce Buckley ('80)
John Burghardt and Jamie Burghardt
Jan Burnham ('83) and Russ Burnham
Bill Butler ('81) and Kathy Butler ('81)
Butte College
Butte County
Butte County Bar Association
Butte County Farm Bureau
Tracy Butts
California Cattle Council
California Cattlemen's Foundation
California Crop Improvement Association
California Retired Teachers Association  
  Mt. Lassen–Division 9
California Society of CPAs
California Water Service Company
Betty Carlson ('57)
Bill Carroll ('73) and Saba Bologna
Bill Carson Jr. ('68) and Landa Bell Carson
Craig Carson ('73) and Paulette Carson ('73)
Cascade Eye Care
Daniel Cerda ('00) and Marisela Cerda ('01)
Joseph Chiapella and Judy Chiapella
Chico Eye Center
Chico Hearing Aid Center
Christopher Chmura
Shaun-Adrian Chofla
Steve Cliadakis and Miste Cliadakis
Clinical Mobility, Inc.
Colusa-Glenn Farm Credit
Comcast Financial Agency Corporation
Jeanne Conry ('74) and Bruce Webb
Slim Cook ('88)
Paul Coots ('88) and  
  Kathryn Clements-Coots ('91)
C. Overaa & Company
Charlie Crabb and Jackie Crabb
Stephen Cummins and Sunday Cummins
Scott Dalecio ('86) and Kathy Dalecio
Karl Dawson and Debra Barger
DBIA- Western Pacific Chapter
Christopher Devine ('96) and Renee Devine ('98)
Paul Dickinson and Barbara Dickinson
Heather Dickson ('95) and Scott Dickson
Elizabeth Dietsch ('83) and Steven Dietsch
Alicia Dixon-Docter ('77)
Lisa Driver ('82)
Roy Dunlap ('08) and Pamela Dunlap ('05)
Trisha Edelman
Enloe Medical Center
Enviro Tech Services
Janet Escobar ('85)
Bob Feeney ('65)
Phil Filbrandt and Joanne Reid

Bill Flake and Sandra Flake
Kenneth Fleming and Liz Fleming
Joe Floyd ('78)
Neal Fogelhut ('71)
Sam Fogleman ('85) and Laura Fogleman ('85)
Diane Fossum
Sherry Fox
Mark Francis ('82) and Jolene Francis
Peter Franco
Fred Simon Inc.
Michael Frybarger
Diane Gardemeyer
Mel George ('67) and Gail George
Jim Gerber ('74) and Marion Gerber
Ben Gilbert and Vally Gilbert
Susan Green
Griffith Family Enterprises LLC
Gary Grim ('85) and Donna Grim ('86)
Timothy Gross ('91) and Marion Gross
Cris Guenter
Mike Guzzi ('02)
Catharine Haden Ratto ('74)
Robby Halford ('02) and Jen Halford ('00)
Steve Hall ('77) and Carol Stanley-Hall ('73)
Jessica Harrington-Patten ('17) and Ryan Patten
Randy Hart ('77)
David Hassenzahl and Hilary Hassenzahl
Tracy Hayman ('99)
Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC
Randy Heuton ('84) and Karen Heuton
Jon Hilbert and Bonnie Hilbert
Bob Hockett Jr. ('71)
Greg Hollis and Pam Hollis
Jenifer Hornaday ('97)
Jennifer Howell ('06)
Daniel Hunt ('76) and Lynda Hunt ('86)
Thomas Huston ('81) and Carol Huston ('82)
Jessie Ikeda ('80) and Michael Ikeda
Michael Imperiale ('84)
Matthew Ives ('79) and Connie Ives ('81)
Matt Jackson Sr. ('72)
Len Jessup ('83)
Joanne E. Reid, M.D., Inc.
Joe Pozzi Ranch
Darrell Johnson ('81) and Susan Johnson
Matt Johnson ('84) and  
  Cassie Bigelow-Johnson ('83)
Jeannette Kamalski ('82)
Tina Keene ('93) and Cliff Keene
Jan Keller
Mary Frances Kelly-Poh ('68)
Kiewit Infrastructure West Co.
Linda Koch ('71)
Margaret Korte
Tom Korver and Roxane Perruso
Mary Kowta ('85) and Makoto Kowta
Andrew Langelier ('11)

Paul Larson ('92) and Janice Larson ('87)
Rob Laxson Jr. ('71) and Roseann Laxson
Yulin Lee ('90) and Peter Lee
Johnny Lemacks ('98) and Amy Lemacks
Ross Lemcke ('76) and Karen Lemcke ('76)
Russ Levin and Joanne Fielder
Lance Lew ('79) and Roberta Lew
Art Lichtman ('68)
Bob Linscheid ('76) and Pam Montana ('78)
Robert Logsdon and Deborah Logsdon
William Loker and Sally Loker
Amy Louis ('86) and Elizabeth Goldblatt
Amber Lowry ('10)
Andre Luthard ('86)
Richard Macias and Pat Macias
Keeley Maddox ('11)
Marge Maddux ('43)
Jerry Maltby ('66) and Sherry Maltby
Mimi Marshall
Greg Martin ('81) and Susan Martin ('84)
Jarrod Martin ('01)
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance
Roger Matthews ('76) and Rilda Matthews ('75)
Deanna McCoy
Ted McDavitt
Jim McFarland ('54)
Mike McNeill Jr. ('83) and Michele McNeill ('84)
Kathleen Meehan
Bonnie Megibow ('80) and Marv Megibow
Marcella Mendoza-Patterson
Ralph Meuter ('63) and Marilee Meuter ('81)
Randy Miller and Cathy Miller
Marian Milling
Julia Moriarty ('94)
John Morrell ('81)
Thomas Motta ('68) and Andrea Motta
My Chico Dentist
Chris Myers ('95)
Lisa Myers ('83)
Bill Niepoth ('49) and Marilyn Niepoth
North Valley Ag Services
Melissa Northway ('92)
Mike O'Malley ('74)
Organic West Milk, Inc.
Fred Ousey ('78)
Jessie Ann Owens
Ozzie's BMW Motorcycles
Pacific Construction
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Jeff Pauley ('96)
Mark Pellowski ('86)
Betty Penland ('52)
Bonnie Persons ('88)
Bruce Peterson
Brian Pope ('85)
Mike Prime and Robyn Prime
Ann Pyeatt ('69)
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Ronald Reece
Earl Reed ('83) and Makeda Lewis-Reed
Gary Reeve ('81) and Alicin Reeve
Alan Rellaford ('82) and Daria Booth ('09)
Carolynn Reynolds
R. Gorrill Ranch Enterprises
Becky Rinaldi
Riverwest Processing Inc.
Sandra Roach ('06)
Elizabeth Robinson ('73)
Jesse Robles and Loeta Oviedo-Robles
Francois Rodigari and Beth Rodigari
R & S Farms, Inc.
Aaron Ruch ('07) and JT Ruch ('08)
Erika Sander ('63)
Jesse Santana ('84) and Sandra Santana ('97)
Nitsa Schiffman ('82) and Irv Schiffman
Susan Schrader ('92) and Mauricio Schrader
Aldebra Schroll ('90) and Craig Buschner
Dave Scotto ('89) and Debra Scotto
Sedgwick Claims Management Services, Inc.
Chris Sharp ('11) and Hailee Sharp ('13)
Shasta Farm and Equipment Inc.
Charles Sheley ('61) and Katherine Sheley ('66)
Bria Shepherd ('08) and Tim Shepherd
Ann Sherman
Sierra Pacific Industries
Patrick Singleton ('72) and JoAnne Villarreal
Six Degrees Coffee Service & Distribution
Michael Skuce and Mary Skuce
Alain Smith ('75)
Catherine Smith
Micah Smith ('07)
Paul Smith ('00) and Kristina Smith ('99)
Bob Sneed ('69) and Jan Sneed
Melanie Snider ('95)
Tom Snyder Lando and  
  Anastacia Snyder Lando
Monica Soderstrom ('85) and Ted Soderstrom
Jeff Spahr ('98)
Jeff Spence ('95) and Erin Spence ('93)
Mike Spiess ('79) and Patricia Witt ('79)
Joan Stewart-Thorpe
Carrie Stone ('90) and Paul Stone
Michael Storer ('12)
Arthur Sutfin ('67) and Joan Sutfin
Swinerton Builders
Richard Szeto ('62) and Nikki Szeto
Szeto & Szeto Trust
Lance Tennis ('64) and Audrey Tennis ('71)
Theta Alpha of Zeta Tau Alpha
TIAA
Bill Toth ('86)
Winfred Tozier ('77) and Theresa Tozier ('86)
Graden Travis ('78)
Angela Trethewey ('88)

Alex Triantafyllou ('98) and  
  Mary Triantafyllou ('99)
Trinity River Lumber Co.
Neil Tung ('98)
United Building Contractors, Inc.
Daryl Vanella ('76)
Jim Vann ('01)
Eddie Vela and Celeste Jones
Greg Verdon and Linda Verdon
Joanne Wakelee ('79) and Dan Wakelee
Mary Wallmark ('87) and Kim Chappell
Randy Watt ('73)
Greg Webb ('70) and Joan Webb ('70)
Sally Wells
Russ Wenham ('84)
Western Regional Association for     
  Pavement Preservation
Western Woods Incorporated
Kathleen White ('77) and Scott White
Christine Wilhoyte ('20)
David Willian ('83)
Willows Alumni Association
Willows Veterinary Clinic
Greg Wilson ('96) and  
  Margie Wilson ('73)
Mary Wittenberg ('95)
Savio Woo ('65) and Patricia Woo
Charles Worth and Denise Worth
Edward Wrona and Dianne Wrona
Diane Yu ('00)

GOLD 
Graduates of the  
Last Decade and  
current students

$150–$1,499
Anonymous
Jeanette Adame ('18)
Ifechinyere Agbodike ('16)
Ashtyn Anderson ('16)
Jaycob Arbogast ('19) and  
  Shannon Arbogast ('12)
Rudolph Bachmann ('21)
Mimi Baez ('21)
Anthony Barone ('17)
Nikita Benson ('15)
Spencer Blair ('11) and  
  Brianna Ellis ('10)
James Bloesch ('22)
Simone Bordelon ('20)
David Bowles ('14) and  
  Laurie Bowles ('11)
Michelle Burkeen ('15)
Alexandra Burkhart ('18)
Matthew Butler ('21)
Mickey Canterbury ('12)

Anthony Carral ('13)
Liam Carroll ('23)
Danny Cervantes ('20)
Betty Cheung ('12)
Alfonso Cisneros ('14)
Haydn Clement ('14)
Philip Clements ('05) and  
  Ashley Person ('22)
Katie Coleman ('16)
Scott Cory ('88) and  
  Judy Hamamoto-Cory ('13)
Giovanna Crivello ('16)
McKenzie Dalthorp ('14)
MacKenzie Deeter ('20)
Markus De Jesus ('15)
Sapur Engineer ('13)
Sarah Farney ('15)
Kahra Fishburn ('18)
Jose Gallardo ('14)
Cristina Gildemeister ('12)
Gloria Godinez ('19)
Alia Gray ('12)
Katelyn Gregori ('19)
Aaron Grijalva ('21)
Joshua Gruber ('15) and  
  Jennifer Gruber ('11)
Gian Gualco-Nelson ('15)
Courtney Hamilton ('14)
Thomas Hatch ('14)
Jack Hazelhofer ('16)
Brooke Hespeler ('14)
Emma Hilder ('15)
Jamie Ikeda ('19)
Desirae Jones ('20)
Madeline Joseph ('21)
Nicholas Juanitas ('17)
Kyler Keller ('17)
Diana Kemp ('23)
Serge Kiriluk ('20)
Christopher Kissick ('12)
Joseph Koch ('12)
Brock Kraus ('15) and Nicole Kraus ('15)
Kjerstin Laine ('12)
Daniel Lalor ('17)
Ellie Larronde ('15)
Darnell Lee ('16) and  
  Kaitlyn Baumgartner Lee ('12)
Miguel Leon ('15)
Robb Lightfoot ('19) and  
  Karin Lightfoot ('09)
Sergio Llamas ('16)
Thomas Logan ('12)
Blake Lopes ('12)
Matthew Markell ('22)
Steven Maxey ('12)
Ava McAllister ('17)
Rachel McBride-Praetorius ('20)
Sean McElwee ('27)



25

Alva McKay ('18)
Cindy McKay ('21)
Mike McKee ('15) and  
  Jennifer McKee ('18)
Jacob McPherson ('22)
Francisco Medrano ('19)
Tom Mello ('18)
Jorge Mendoza Macias ('16)
Sara Mikesell ('14)
Cole Morales ('22)
Michael Morris ('12)
Jeffery Moss ('12)
Spencer Moyer ('13) and  
  Aimee Moyer ('13)
Matthew Mulholland ('22)
Piradeepan Nagarajan ('21)
Trevor Narvick ('22)
Erik Nix ('11)
William O'Neill ('21)
Skyler Osborn ('19)
Drew Parsons ('16)
Rachel Provance ('17)
Bianca Quilantan ('18)
Gopal Raigoni ('21)
Kaylee Reed ('21)
Yaneth Reyes ('18)
Krysi Riggs ('12) and  
  Justin Riggs
Megan Rivera ('19)
Pia Riveros ('22)
Jorge Romero ('19)
Krisma Root ('17)
Nate Sandoval ('13)
Tim Smolarski ('16)
James Staniland ('13)
Tyler Stoll ('19)
Michael Swindle ('20)
Kayla Taylor ('18)
Niels Thomas ('17)
Janet Torres ('12)
Ryan Troudy ('18)
Marshall True ('19)
Roberto Trujillo ('20)
Norman Tucker ('12) and  
  Joy McNulty ('04)
Ethan Ulmanis ('15)
Asha Venegas
Robin Verduzco ('14)
Michael Warren ('19)
Paul Weatherby ('11) and  
  Aubrey Weatherby ('16)
Christopher Wilson ('93) and  
  Ann Wilson ('22)
Kayli Worden ('23)
Kristina Zarenko ('14)

* Deceased

If you have questions, please notify 
Scholarship and Donor Relations at 
530-898-4796 or email 
donorrelations@csuchico.edu.

Leaving a Lasting Legacy

The University Foundation is pleased to recognize the 
following donors, who have arranged to support  

Chico State through their estate plans.

Jan Britton (’70)

Dianne Dobson (’69)

Dale Edson (’65)

Steve Fox (’82)

Jon Krabbenschmidt (’76) 
and Dawn O'Dell

Eric Lauha (’81)

Mary Ruby
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Our Board of Governors

Chuck Nelsen, ’89
Startup Investor, Consultant
Chair of the Board
Executive Committee  
Finance and Investment Committee, Chair 
Development and Advocacy Committee 
Governance Committee

Cathy Pleasant
Retired President, Shelburne Road, Inc.
Vice Chair of the Board
Finance and Investment Committee  
Development and Advocacy Committee 
Governance Committee

Dave Hodson, ’90, ’92
Director of Engineering, Google
Past Chair of the Board 
Executive Committee 
Finance and Investment Committee
Development and Advocacy Committee
Governance Committee 

GOVERNORS

Stuart Casillas ’96 
Partner, Kirkland & Ellis LLP

555 California Street 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Work: 415-439-1401 
Cell: 415-370-4042 
stuart.casillas@kirkland.com 
Spouse: Kimi Casillas ’96 
Assistant: Sherry Mandor 
sherry.mandor@kirkland.com 

Past Chair of the Board 

Executive Committee 

Finance and Investment Committee  

Governance Committee  

Development and Advocacy Committee 

Term 3, Year 2

Joyce Densmore-Thomas ’82
Retired Teacher, Administrator, and 
Professional Development Leader

111 Camrose Place 
Walnut Creek, CA  94596 
Home: 925-787-2974 
gjnbthomas@gmail.com 
Spouse: Glen A. Thomas ’83

Finance and Investment Committee 

Governance Committee 

Development and Advocacy Committee 

Term 1, Year 1

David Hodson ’90, ’92
Director of Engineering, Amazon

507 Saint Claire Drive 
Palo Alto, CA  94306 
Home: 650-320-9775 
dave@davehodson.com 
Spouse: Christine LeCuyer Hodson ’93

Chair of the Board 

Executive Committee, Chair 

Finance and Investment Committee 

Governance Committee 

Development and Advocacy Committee 

Term 2, Year 2

Stuart Casillas, ’96
Partner, Kirkland & Ellis, LLP
Finance and Investment Committee 
Development and Advocacy Committe, 
Chair

Joyce Densmore-Thomas, ’82
Retired Teacher, Administrator, and  
Professional Development Leader 

Finance and Investment Committee  
Development and Advocacy Committee 
Governance Committee
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Gayle Dilley ’86
President, Mark & Carolyn Guidry  
Foundation
Finance and Investment Committee
Development and Advocacy Committee
Governance Committee

Jay Gilbert, ’69
Vice President, A.L. Gilbert Co. 
President, Oakdale Feed and Seed Co. 
Director, Oak Valley Community Bank
Finance and Investment Committee  
Development and Advocacy Committee  
Audit Committee

Tom A. Guistina
Retired Dermatologist,  
The Permanente Medical Group
Executive Committee
Finance and Investment Committee 
Development and Advocacy Committee

David Heinsen, ’91
Head of Global Operations Finance, 
Lam Research Corporation
Finance and Investment Committee 
Development and Advocacy Committee 
Audit Committee

David Hufford, ’93
General Manager of Communications, 
Microsoft
Finance and Investment Committee
Development and Advocacy Committee
Governance Committee
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Olena Lacy ’74
Retired Assistant Secretary,  
US Department of Labor, and Employee 
Benefits Security Administration
Finance and Investment Committee
Development and Advocacy Committee
Governance Committee

John Morrell, ’81
Chair of Board of Trustees, 
San Diego History Center 
Chairman Emeritus, Higgs,  
Fletcher & Mack LLP
Finance and Investment Committee 
Development and Advocacy Committee  
Governance Committee
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Christina Nichols, ’69,’70,’74, ’90
Retired, Guidance Counselor 
Pleasant Valley High School 
Finance and Investment Committee
Development and Advocacy Committee
Governance Committee, Chair

Matt Ober, ’07
Managing Director, Chief Data Scientist,  
Third Point, LLC
Finance and Investment Committee
Development and Advocacy Committee
Governance Committee
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Dr. Thomas “Earl” Reed ’83, ’87
Retired, Professor of Physical Education, 
College of DuPage
Finance and Investment Committee
Development and Advocacy Committee
Governance Committee

Marilyn Rees, ’81, ’82, ’00
Lecturer, School of Education, Chico State 
Administrator, Chico Unified School District
Finance and Investment Committee  
Development and Advocacy Committee

Tim Sauer, ’91
Proprietor, Saureel Vineyards
Finance and Investment Committee Development 
and Advocacy Committee
Governance Committee

Darryl Schoen, ’77
President, Manufacturers  
Financing Services
Finance and Investment Committee 
Development and Advocacy Committee, Chair

David Scotto, ’89
SVP Organizational Performance,  
Learning and Development, Sedgwick 

Finance and Investment Committee 
Development and Advocacy Committee 
Governance Committee

Braydan Young, ’09
Co-Founder & Head of Growth, Sendoso
Finance and Investment Committee 
Development and Advocacy Committee 
Governance Committee

Thank You
to our outgoing members

for your dedication and service!

Tom Martin
Marcia Moore

Dennis Murphy

Ex Officio

Steve Perez
President  
Executive Committee
Finance and Investment Committee
Development and Advocacy Committee
Governance Committee

Ahmad Boura
Vice President for  
University Advancement  
CEO, University Foundation
Executive Committee
Finance and Investment Committee
Development and Advocacy Committee
Governance Committee

Jamie Clyde
Interim Vice President for Business  
and Finance and Chief Financial Officer  
for the University Foundation
Executive Committee
Finance and Investment Committee
Governance Committee

Terence Lau
Interim Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs
Development and Advocacy Committee
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“I feel grateful and blessed. This feels like everything that I’ve worked for in the 
program is being recognized. Everything that I push for—my accomplishments are 
being awarded. Sometimes you get those days that you’re pushing and pushing but 
feel that nobody is seeing it. Now, I’m seeing that people are noticing all this work 
that I’m doing and my work ethic. It pushes me now to do even more.”
—2023 LT. RAWLINS MERIT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT YANETLI NAVARRO HERNANDEZ (CONCRETE INDUSTRY MANAGEMENT, ’23)





400 West First Street 

Chico, California 95929-0156

www.csuchico.edu
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	Through stories of donors, students, faculty, staff, and community members, we demonstrate the profound influence of philanthropy as we look toward tomorrow.
	It all began 
	It all began 
	with a gift
	California State University, Chico’s philanthropic roots trace back to 1887, when John Bidwell donated eight acres of his 
	prized cherry orchard and the townspeople came together to raise $10,000 to build Chico Normal School—establishing the 
	first institution of higher education in the North State. By recognizing an opportunity to support a better future for all, they 
	dared to make an impact in a profound and lasting way.
	The University Foundation was created in 1940. The nonprofit auxiliary continues to engage those who care about 
	Chico State; provide opportunities to enhance our teaching, research, and community programs; and guarantee ethical 
	stewardship of gifts received. 
	The return on investment in the University is perpetual and far-reaching. In addition to describing the Foundation’s 
	fundraising and investment performance, this annual report also highlights gifts that continue to recognize areas of need and 
	take purposeful action to make a difference. Through stories of donors, students, faculty, staff, and community members, we 
	demonstrate the profound influence of philanthropy as we look toward tomorrow. 
	Generosity has paved the path to success for tens of thousands of alumni for more than 136 years, and it will continue to 
	open doors to foster creativity, jump-start innovation, and transform lives for decades to come. 
	Thank you.
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	For more than 136 years, students, faculty, 
	For more than 136 years, students, faculty, 
	staff, alumni, friends, and supporters of this 
	University have been crafting a remarkable 
	tale. It is one of bold visions, daring leaps, 
	incredible accomplishments, and invaluable 
	transformations. What began as a humble 
	teachers’ college has evolved into one of the 
	most impactful and esteemed institutions of 
	higher education not only in California but 
	also throughout the West. 

	Year after year, the accolades come rolling in—tying for No. 7 in 
	Year after year, the accolades come rolling in—tying for No. 7 in 
	US News and World Report’s
	 
	Top Public Schools–Regional Universities list; landing in the top 1 percent in 
	Washington 
	Monthly’s
	 Master’s University Rankings; and earning 4 ½ stars out of 5 on 
	Money
	 magazine’s 
	Best Colleges in America. We continue to set higher sights for ourselves and what we can do 
	to support students’ success toward their dreams of a degree. 

	And while academic success is the thread that weaves consistently through our narrative, 
	And while academic success is the thread that weaves consistently through our narrative, 
	our offerings and excellence run so much deeper. It’s the accomplishments of our nationally 
	ranked student-athletes in cross country and basketball, the research breakthroughs by 
	faculty working to solve global issues through quantum physics and regenerative agriculture, 
	and the lives that are changed through civic engagement and rural community partnerships as 
	students apply their learning to speech and hearing clinics and placements in K–12 schools.

	None of that would be possible without the generous support of our donors. With each and 
	None of that would be possible without the generous support of our donors. With each and 
	every gift, Chico State’s supporters empower us to deepen the student experience, provide 
	critical financial support, and invest in the people and programs responsible for making us 
	into the Chico State of today. 

	I’ve been at the University now for nearly a year, and I continue to marvel at the impact our 
	I’ve been at the University now for nearly a year, and I continue to marvel at the impact our 
	donors make. Whether a transformational and visionary gift for a new facility, an endowment 
	to create a new scholarship, or a matching gift to inspire others to follow our donors’ 
	leadership, the culture of philanthropy on this campus is like none I have witnessed. 

	I want to thank each and every one of you for helping us write our story. I am honored as the 
	I want to thank each and every one of you for helping us write our story. I am honored as the 
	University’s newest president to have the opportunity to build on such an incredible legacy, 
	to work together to write our next chapters, and boldly imagine where our partnerships will 
	take us next. 

	Figure
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	Steve Perez
	Steve Perez

	President
	President

	Figure
	Catalysts
	Catalysts
	For Change

	President Gayle E. Hutchinson placed Chico State 
	President Gayle E. Hutchinson placed Chico State 
	on a path to prominence—advancing the institution, 
	elevating its reputation, and creating a strong 
	foundation for its future.
	To honor her legacy, this spring the University Foundation Board of 
	Governors announced the creation of the Gayle E. Hutchinson Presidential 
	Award for Excellence that will recognize individuals who exemplify her passion 
	for forward-thinking strategies and innovation in technology and academic 
	research. The $100,000 award—the largest of its kind in the California State 
	University—will be presented biennially to a faculty or staff member to 
	celebrate their extraordinary vision, advance research, support travel and 
	publication expenses, and further their success.
	“By providing a substantial award, it will incentivize all our educators to work 
	harder in advancing the University profile, inspire them to think creatively and 
	on the cutting edge, and challenge the status quo—all for the success of our 
	students and the benefit of our communities and the University,” said Chuck 
	Nelsen, University Foundation Board Chair.
	True to its mission to fuel the University’s growth and excellence, the Board 
	of Governors continues to celebrate outstanding faculty with other generous 
	investments. In 2023, they created a new award to be given out annually. The 
	Outstanding Faculty Leader Award—which will be first awarded in spring 
	2024—honors those bringing prominence to Chico State through their 
	expertise, research, and scholarly engagement on a regional, national, and even 
	global level. The Board also distributed more than $150,000 for initiatives 
	including mentorship for undergraduate research projects in the College of 
	Agriculture, a project examining depression in the Department of Psychology, 
	a women’s summit in the College of Business, and a Mayan hieroglyphics 
	database in Art and Art History
	.

	Figure
	“I made a commitment to myself 
	“I made a commitment to myself 
	that if I was ever in a position 
	to help this great University, it 
	would be my privilege to do so.”

	Longtime University supporter and successful construction 
	Longtime University supporter and successful construction 
	entrepreneur 
	Dennis P. Murphy (Civil Engineering, ’94; 
	Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters, ’18)
	, sees faculty 
	as the key ingredient to Chico State’s exemplary learning 
	environment. Through their expertise, research, and 
	mentorship of students, he said they make a lasting impact 
	that cannot be overstated. After creating two endowed 
	professorships in the College of Engineering, Computer 
	Science, and Construction Management that provide 
	salary stipends, he added another mechanism this year to 
	recognize faculty who exemplify excellence—establishing 
	a similar faculty fellowship that awards an annual grant 
	to support their leadership. By recruiting and retaining 
	remarkable faculty, Dennis hopes students today will 
	continue to have the incredible experience he had that 
	led to a rewarding career and lifetime of leadership and 
	philanthropy.

	Figure
	Professor Emeritus Bill Lane (above)
	Professor Emeritus Bill Lane (above)
	was a pioneer in computing and 
	related technologies.
	 He initiated and 
	taught the University’s first computing 
	classes in 1961, single-handedly led 
	the acquisition of the campus’s first 
	computer in 1962, and founded the BS 
	and MS in computer science in 1968. 
	Decades later, 
	Norman Tu (Computer 
	Science, ’69)
	 still remembers what 
	a dedicated mentor and visionary 
	Bill was, and credits him in part for 
	his own business success. After Bill’s 
	passing, Norman and his wife, Antonia, 
	honored the esteemed educator this 
	year by creating the Bill Lane Memorial 
	Computer Science Tutoring Endowment 
	to create consistent funding for a 
	program that serves hundreds of 
	computer science majors annually. 
	By investing in a program where 
	more experienced students mentor in 
	everything from methodical problem-
	solving and algorithms to interview 
	prep and resume building, Norman and 
	Antonia ensure students are on the 
	forefront of what tomorrow holds.

	Figure
	E
	E
	very year, the Wildcat family tree grows 
	larger thanks to the shared drive to support 
	student success. Chicoan 
	Bill Yoskowitz
	 
	was an avid runner and the spouse of former 
	Kinesiology Department employee 
	Peggy Gray 
	(MPA, ’93)
	. This fortuitus combination gave 
	him front row seats to cheer for all our Wildcat 
	teams. While he was a huge fan and supporter of 
	sports in general, Bill took a shining to the cross 
	country program—a small but mighty unit with 
	more CCAA titles than any Chico State team 
	in history. Over many years, Bill’s fondness for 
	the program grew and he developed a friendship 
	with head coach 
	Gary Towne
	. When Bill 
	passed away suddenly in 2021, Peggy honored 
	him by creating a scholarship to support the 
	cross country program—a fitting tribute for an 
	honorary Wildcat that will uplift the program 
	 
	in perpetuity. 
	 

	“Having known 
	“Having known 
	Span
	Bill for some time, 
	 
	I am deeply honored 
	by this gift to our 
	program. A named 
	scholarship like Bill's 
	lives forever, and 
	most importantly it 
	combines his passion 
	for the program 
	with our continued 
	success.”

	—Gary Towne
	—Gary Towne
	 
	Men's Cross Country 
	Head Coach

	A
	A
	s the start of her academic career and where she has taught since 2005, Marianne 
	Paiva (Sociology, ’99; MA, Social Science, ’01)
	 
	calls the sociology program at 
	Chico State both her “heart” and her “home.”
	 One of her greatest joys has been watching 
	the growth of the online degree completion program, which makes a Chico State sociology 
	degree accessible to students across California. Those graduates add to the world’s supply 
	of critical thinkers who challenge the status quo, innovate, problem-solve and impact fields 
	ranging from social work to public service. To bolster those opportunities, Advencement 
	staff helped Marianne create an endowed scholarship with an initial gift, followed by 
	monthly paycheck deductions until the gift agreement is fulfilled. The first of many $1,000 
	scholarships to come was awarded in spring 2023, and she said she is honored to 
	support a diverse cohort of students with big dreams and to reduce obstacles toward 
	their success. 

	Figure
	Figure
	Captivating
	Captivating
	Educational
	Backdrop

	$
	$
	10 million
	TO SUPPORT THE NEXT GENERATION OF 
	ENTREPRENEURS, EXECUTIVES, AND SALES LEADERS.

	A
	A
	s a high school student, 
	Jon E. Krabbenschmidt (Business 
	Administration, ’76) 
	chose Chico State because it offered easy access 
	to the outdoors, where he could balance his time in the classroom with hours 
	hiking, skiing, and hanging out in Bidwell Park. However, he benefited from the 
	close community, small student-to-faculty ratio, and social atmosphere that are 
	still true today. He graduated with honors and the skills to start an exceptional 
	career, and went on to serve nearly 30 years as a 
	partner at a nationally recognized accounting 
	and consulting firm, and founded a real estate 
	investment and development business.
	John credits much of his business success to 
	his experience at Chico State and wants 
	future students to have the same 
	opportunity. But to do so, he says, 
	the University needs to replace 
	65-year-old Glenn Hall with a 
	state-of-the-art building. With 
	a gift of $5 million as a first 
	commitment toward an ultimate 
	$10 million gift, he hopes to 
	inspire other alumni to follow 
	his lead in supporting the next 
	generation of entrepreneurs, 
	executives, and sales leaders.
	 

	Figure
	Figure
	As a connection point between our campus and 
	As a connection point between our campus and 
	the community, 
	the Gateway Science Museum
	 
	is a natural extension of the classroom, allowing 
	students to put theory to practice. Equal 
	parts laboratory and learning playground, the 
	museum offers a professional environment for 
	students to develop their skills as scientists 
	and communicators who engage their peers, 
	children, families, and learners of all ages. 
	It also acts as a connection point between 
	campus and the community. It is through the 
	generous support of community partners 
	like 
	Jeanne and Dr. William Hassenzahl
	, 
	a scientist himself with over 40 years of 
	experience at three national laboratories, the 
	Gateway continues to offer programming 
	and exhibitions that nurture curiosity and 
	excitement for all and inspire generations of 
	future scientists to follow their interest in the 
	world around them.

	Figure
	Lowell Ahart (Biological Sciences, 
	Lowell Ahart (Biological Sciences, 
	’61)
	 may have dedicated his career 
	to ranching but his heart has been 
	with collecting plants since his first 
	undergraduate plant taxonomy course. 
	Starting with a gift of 500 specimens 
	in 1972, he has now donated more 
	than 20,000 others to the Chico 
	State herbarium. Several are framed 
	and on display as models of the 
	art of mounting plants in ways that 
	showcase their characteristics while 
	being strikingly beautiful. Now, with a 
	pledged gift of $800,000, his legacy 
	will live on in more ways than one, 
	with endowed support to preserve 
	the herbarium’s collection and work 
	in perpetuity. As the most complete 
	repository of plant specimens from 
	northeastern California, what is now 
	the Ahart Herbarium boasts more than 
	125,000 dried and mounted specimens 
	it shares with scientists and hobbyists 
	worldwide.

	Figure
	M
	M
	eriam Library has long been 
	the heart of the Chico State 
	campus and a pivotal component of 
	our students’ educational experience. 
	Now, with a $1 million planned gift 
	by an impassioned alumnus, a new 
	endowment will support its operations 
	and offerings for generations to come. 
	The donor, who prefers to remain 
	anonymous, has witnessed a wealth 
	of impacts from libraries at all levels 
	through his life and credits Meriam 
	Library as the most useful resource in 
	earning his degree and achieving other 
	academic goals. At a university, he 
	noted, the library is often the common 
	denominator—one which supports 
	student success for the duration through 
	its many resources and dedicated staff.

	$
	$
	1 Million
	TO SUPPORT MERIAM LIBRARY'S 
	OPERATIONS AND OFFERINGS FOR 
	GENERATIONS OF STUDENTS TO COME

	“This gift benefits all students—
	“This gift benefits all students—
	irrespective of their majors—as 
	our library serves as a central 
	hub for academic support and 
	research across disciplines. This 
	investment will further foster 
	student achievement by supporting 
	comprehensive learning and aiding 
	students in conducting research, 
	accessing diverse literature, and 
	obtaining valuable information 
	critical to their studies.”
	—Jodi Shepherd 
	Interim Dean, Meriam Library

	L
	L
	ifelong learner 
	Eric Lauha (Geology, ’81)
	 first discovered his passion for geology and 
	botany in high school while camping and backpacking in Lassen Volcanic National Park. 
	This led him to the National Park Service after high school, where he assisted geologists and 
	geological engineers evaluating various mining claims in Death Valley. Those experiences 
	inspired him to enroll at Chico State, where he further explored and developed his scientific 
	knack, ultimately revisiting the landscapes of his youth with a scholar’s eyes. With a solid 
	foundation, he went on to work for a range of exploration and mining companies as a 
	professional geologist until retiring in 2019. He now works as an explanation geologist for 
	companies in the exploration mining industry in Nevada. 

	To ensure a new generation of geologists is exposed to learning opportunities in the field, 
	To ensure a new generation of geologists is exposed to learning opportunities in the field, 
	 
	Eric generously donated $250,000 as an endowment to support students in the geology 
	program, as well as a travel stipend that will allow students majoring in geology and biology
	 
	to conduct field research. Both provide financial lifelines that turn lessons in the classroom 
	into career-affirming experiences—the type that kept him on a path of continuous growth.
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	Belonging

	Figure
	M
	M
	arti Sutton (Business 
	Administration, ’92)
	 discovered 
	her advocacy voice as a student at Chico 
	State and went on to work on education 
	and health care reform in Washington, DC, 
	and in the White House. After moving back to California and raising her 
	family, she began donating her expertise to causes she cared about. One 
	of the endeavors most dear to her heart is supporting students at her alma 
	mater. Marti is a founding member of the Women’s Philanthropy Council 
	and an advisory board member for Chico State's College of Business, as 
	well as the founder of the Professional Attire Fund—to which she donated 
	$25,000 this year as a matching gift for Giving Day. Marti said she hopes 
	to inspire today’s students, especially women, to find their own voice and 
	use it for a greater good.

	“I once heard someone say, ‘They tell me to pull myself up by my boot 
	“I once heard someone say, ‘They tell me to pull myself up by my boot 
	straps, but what if I don’t have boots?’ I am always looking to get people 
	their own boots—and not just boots, but boots that fit them. ... To me, 
	making change is raising your hand if you see something that is not right 
	and saying ‘What can I do to help?’” said Marti, the 2023 Distinguished 
	Alumna for the College of Business.

	Far from her home in rural China during 
	Far from her home in rural China during 
	her MBA, Linling Gan was thrilled to find a 
	culture of belonging at Chico State she had 
	not anticipated.
	 She was offered scholarships, 
	her faculty all knew her by name, and the 
	talk about her courses and career plans. The 
	Career Center was especially meaningful, as it 
	supported her in finding internships, polishing 
	her resume, and gaining interview tips. With 
	a successful career in industries ranging from 
	fashion to aerospace, as well as managing 
	businesses related to international education 
	and real estate, it was that spirit of helping 
	others that led Linling to join the Tower 
	Society. She now contributes to a scholarship 
	to help international students or those who 
	plan to study abroad to give them 
	a sense that people are 
	rooting for their success.

	“You are far from 
	“You are far from 
	home, thousands 
	of miles across the 
	ocean. You always feel 
	like something in your 
	heart is empty. 
	 
	When school 
	provides a family, 
	it makes it easier 
	to adjust.”

	Figure
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	As the first person in her family 
	As the first person in her family 
	to attend college, 
	Sandra Roach 
	(Mathematics, ’06) 
	says scholarships 
	and grants made her undergraduate 
	journey possible. This set the stage 
	for her graduate school career, which 
	included a master’s degree in statistics 
	and a doctorate in epidemiology. While 
	more success lay ahead professionally 
	at Medallia, a data-driven experience 
	company, Sandra was always pulled 
	back to her hometown of Chico and 
	returned every summer to teach a 
	course at Chico State. With a growing 
	family, she returned in 2020 and has 
	reconnected more deeply with the 
	University by joining the Women’s 
	Philanthropy Council. As a member, 
	she has been able to support initiatives 
	like Women in STEM, which connects 
	students in STEM majors with 
	professional mentors—an important 
	step toward closing the gender 
	 
	equality gap.

	“Having gone from grad school to the 
	“Having gone from grad school to the 
	tech industry, I see the differences 
	women are making and the need for 
	more representation. Anything I can 
	do to  support women in college and 
	in business is important to me.”

	Figure
	D
	D
	uring her senior year at Chico State,
	 
	 
	Bekah Qualls’
	 28-year-old brother 
	Christopher was shot and killed. Recognizing 
	her devastation, faculty and students donated 
	money, and professors allowed her to submit 
	work virtually if she couldn’t attend class. Bekah 
	pushed through and finished her undergraduate 
	degree in 2019, and then went on to earn a master’s 
	degree in social work from Chico State in 2021. 
	She has since moved to Puyallup, Washington 
	and became a school social worker and online 
	therapist. A first-generation student, Bekah credits 
	the School of Social Work and programs like TRIO 
	Student Support Services for helping her survive 
	her hardest season of college. To carry the chain 
	of support onto other students, she created the 
	Qualls Footnotes Endowed Scholarship
	 in 
	2023. The purpose of the scholarship is to support 
	upper-division students entering the social work 
	program at Chico State.

	“The Social Work 
	“The Social Work 
	Department fully 
	wrapped their arms 
	around me. Having 
	caring adults in my 
	life pour love into 
	me is what made 
	navigating college 
	possible.”
	—Bekah Qualls
	 
	(social work, ’19; MSW, ’21)

	Figure
	Carlo Marchetti’s career in special education spans almost 
	Carlo Marchetti’s career in special education spans almost 
	40 years across two states.
	 It all began at Chico State, 
	where he earned a bachelor's degree in liberal studies in 
	1984. A year later, he completed the credential program 
	with an option in special education and then followed up 
	with four more licenses, expanding his reach and ability 
	to make an impact as a special education teacher. As a 
	mentor, Carlo has devoted his time, energy, and resources to 
	helping other teachers in the field navigate everything from 
	licensing options to teaching and implementing new teaching 
	modalities. Now in retirement, he continues to create 
	opportunities for students in the credential program through 
	a scholarship aimed at providing financial support to special 
	education teachers—specifically those at the dawn of their 
	careers and making ends meet on their own.

	Figure
	Figure
	Connections
	Connections
	Beyond 
	Campus

	“Having the opportunity to travel across the world and 
	“Having the opportunity to travel across the world and 
	experience a new culture is something I will forever cherish. 
	 
	It was amazing to see that no matter where you are in the world, 
	people are people. We all have feelings, emotions, wants, and 
	needs. My faith in humanity grew from this trip, and for that 
	 
	I am very grateful. What I know now about the UAE is what 
	 
	I wish every person in America could know.”
	—Graduate student Coral Imhoff, who is working on her master’s in speech pathology

	D
	D
	uring an eight-day trip to the United Arab Emirates in January, 
	six kinesiology and speech pathology students had the chance 
	to observe, learn from, and make recommendations for programs 
	for children with physical and cognitive disabilities. They toured a 
	new school in Khor Fakkan, visited sites to observe teachers in their 
	environments, and debriefed each day on what they saw, connecting 
	it to their coursework and hands-on experiences back in California. 
	The experience, they said, applied their learning in a very real way 
	and taught them invaluable lessons about other cultures and people. 
	The trip was generously made possible by 
	Sheikha Jameela bint 
	Mohammed Al-Qasimi (Psychology, ’83; Honorary Doctorate 
	of Humane Letters, ’22)
	, the chairperson of Sharjah City for 
	Humanitarian Services, who also gave generously to support 
	state-of-the-art laboratory and service equipment for the Child 
	Development Program and technology in the Communication 
	Sciences and Disorders Program.

	For more than a century, the North State 
	For more than a century, the North State 
	Symphony has brought exquisite, awe-inspiring 
	performances to our communities.
	 From iconic 
	sagas like 
	Swan Lake
	 to modernized concerts that 
	explore contemporary themes like film scores, music 
	director Scott Seaton and his team continually bring 
	generations together through music, creating a 
	bridge between local and international artists who 
	share our stages. 

	Support by the
	Support by the
	 Bernard J & Mary T Johnson 
	Family Foundation
	 and others makes it possible 
	for an orchestra of this caliber to stay and thrive in 
	Chico and Redding. The impact of their generosity 
	helps the symphony market and maintain seasonal 
	programming, and bring renowned performers from 
	across the globe. 

	Figure
	$
	$
	1.2 Million

	TO SUPPORT PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS 
	TO SUPPORT PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS 
	PARTICIPATING IN A DOMESTIC OR 
	INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM

	Retired educator Steven Fox 
	Retired educator Steven Fox 
	(Psychology, ’82) 
	knows the value 
	of a high-quality education that is 
	enriched by opportunities to travel, 
	which fosters a sense of curiosity 
	about the world. At Chico State, 
	he participated in an exchange 
	program with the University of 
	New Hampshire. After graduating, 
	he continued to broaden his 
	perpectives by serving as a Peace 
	Corps volunteer in the Philippines 
	and subsequently traveled 
	throughout Europe and the Middle 
	East. To help afford today’s students 
	similar opportunities, Steven and his 
	wife, Susan Hays, established the 
	Fox Family Psychology Exchange 
	Program Scholarship Endowment
	, 
	which provides essential support 
	to students wanting to participate 
	in a domestic or international 
	exchange program. They have also 
	established the 
	Fox Family Travel 
	Stipend Endowment
	, which allows 
	students to conduct a full academic 
	year of research under the guidance 
	of a psychology faculty member.

	Figure
	“I love Japanese culture 
	“I love Japanese culture 
	and the language so dearly, 
	and it’s thanks to the Boyle 
	family and this award that 
	I’ll be able to go back to 
	Japan next year to visit my 
	old host families from my 
	high school exchange and 
	see some friends again. I’m 
	so thankful to the Boyle 
	family for their generosity 
	and the honor of receiving 
	the Outstanding Asian 
	Language Student Award.”
	—Mackenzie Holloway 
	(Asian Studies, ’23)

	P
	P
	rofessor Emeritus John Boyle, a scholar of pre-war and 
	post-war Japan, taught courses in East Asian History 
	from 1968 until his retirement in 1997. During his tenure 
	on campus and through his retirement, he has provided 
	a legacy of support for the University’s Asian studies 
	programs that will continue in perpetuity. 
	The John Boyle 
	East Asian Culture and Language Endowment and 
	John Boyle Outstanding Asian Language Student 
	Award Endowment
	 support research, programming, 
	culture, and language studies, helping students and faculty 
	gain a deeper appreciation and understanding of Asian 
	cultures. Through his extensive travels and having lived in 
	Japan, John has built lifelong connections that inspire his 
	own research and inspire his students and fellow faculty. 
	As a professor, author, and patron of programs at Chico 
	State, John continues to make a lasting impact on students 
	and colleagues, demonstrating the passion, care, and 
	dedication that the University’s faculty bring to their fields 
	of discipline.  

	I
	I
	nspired by his own journey that started on the Chico 
	State campus and led to a 28-year career at Microsoft in 
	communications, 
	David Hufford (Journalism, ’93)
	 attributes 
	much of his success to his exceptional education and supportive 
	faculty. Eager to “pay it forward” by giving students the same 
	chance to thrive and succeed, he and his wife created the 
	 
	David and Lisa Hufford Family Scholarship
	 this year with 
	several goals. They hope to ignite the potential of students 
	from diverse backgrounds, to nurture their passion for 
	communication, and to uphold the principles of equity and 
	inclusion. He is particularly excited to help choose the scholars, 
	looking for individuals who demonstrate academic excellence 
	and a commitment to making a difference in their community, 
	and to forge a lasting connection and mentorship.

	Figure
	From the University Foundation CEO
	From the University Foundation CEO

	Figure
	“The Do and Dare spirit is a steadfast undercurrent within our community and it extends to how we dream about our future and the limitless possibilities for Chico State. With each gift, we will enhance educational offerings, ensure real-world learning opportunities, and provide cutting-edge labs, facilities, and technology.”
	“The Do and Dare spirit is a steadfast undercurrent within our community and it extends to how we dream about our future and the limitless possibilities for Chico State. With each gift, we will enhance educational offerings, ensure real-world learning opportunities, and provide cutting-edge labs, facilities, and technology.”
	with visions of the opportunities they would like to pursue and ideas 
	about what they hope their collegiate experience will hold. We must 
	match their imagination, creativity, and aspirations with the financial 
	support to empower their dreams. 

	A Chico State degree transforms lives, and it continues to do so 
	A Chico State degree transforms lives, and it continues to do so 
	 
	like never before. More than half our students today identify as
	 
	first-generation—making them among the first in their families 
	to earn a college degree. The social mobility, earning power, and 
	influence they will hold as the changemakers of tomorrow cannot 
	 
	be overstated. 

	We appreciate the vision and leadership the University’s new 
	We appreciate the vision and leadership the University’s new 
	president, Steve Perez, brings into this role. His decades of 
	experience in higher education combined with a true passion to 
	ensure the quality and affordability of our academic offerings will be 
	invaluable as we envision our next chapter. 

	While gaps in state funding grow wider, we stand prepared to 
	While gaps in state funding grow wider, we stand prepared to 
	meet the challenge with private support from donors like you. By 
	leveraging restricted and unrestricted giving, we will meet emerging 
	issues and opportunities, allocate resources where they are most 
	critical, and give students, faculty, staff, and our extended community 
	the most vital thing they need to survive—support they can count on, 
	year after year. 

	There is perhaps no better testament to this than the success of 
	There is perhaps no better testament to this than the success of 
	Transform Tomorrow
	 | 
	The Campaign for Chico State
	. During our 
	inaugural capital campaign, we raised more than $106.6 million, 
	engaging our supporters and uniting our constituencies through 
	a shared vision. Together, we told the story of Chico State’s 
	commitment to excellence over and over. That success sets the stage 
	for our next campaign, which will be nothing short of monumental. 

	The Do and Dare spirit is a steadfast undercurrent within our 
	The Do and Dare spirit is a steadfast undercurrent within our 
	community and it extends to how we dream about our future and the 
	limitless possibilities for Chico State. With each gift, we will enhance 
	educational offerings, ensure real-world learning opportunities, 
	and provide cutting-edge labs, facilities, and technology. We will 
	propel Chico State onto a national and global stage and further our 
	reputation for solving the unprecedented challenges of the 21st 
	century.

	Figure
	Ahmad Boura
	Ahmad Boura
	 
	CEO, University Foundation

	From the Board Chair
	Figure
	“The Do and Dare spirit is a steadfast undercurrent within our community and it extends to how we dream about our future and the limitless possibilities for Chico State. With each gift, we will enhance educational offerings, ensure real-world learning opportunities, and provide cutting-edge labs, facilities, and technology.”
	As I prepare to end my term as chair, I cannot help but reflect on the 
	As I prepare to end my term as chair, I cannot help but reflect on the 
	Board’s transformation in recent years. First and foremost is its growth 
	from 11 to 22 members in the last 10 years. We have found a wealth 
	of expert, impassioned alumni and supporters to stand with us as we 
	work to evolve the University’s portfolio, grow the endowment, and 
	protect our benefactors’ assets. And through that growth, we have 
	added incredible diversity of knowledge. Today’s Board is comprised 
	of educators, entrepreneurs, health care providers, scientists, 
	communicators, and so much more. Through their many affiliations and 
	areas of work, they bring deep insight and thoughtful stewardship to our 
	work. 

	Among our leading charges have been to serve as champions for 
	Among our leading charges have been to serve as champions for 
	University Advancement as it grows the culture of philanthropy at 
	Chico State. In the last few years, we have engaged more individuals 
	than ever before while extending our reach across the nation, securing 
	many seven-figure gifts and hitting milestone after milestone in annual 
	fundraising. 

	I want to personally thank Tom Martin (Agriculture Business, ’66), and 
	I want to personally thank Tom Martin (Agriculture Business, ’66), and 
	Marcia Moore, who each completed nine years with the University 
	Foundation Board of Governors. We have learned so much from both 
	these individuals as they helped the University thrive through the 
	Camp Fire, a global pandemic, welcoming Chico State’s 12th and 13th 
	presidents, and the completion of 
	Transform Tomorrow
	 | 
	The Campaign 
	for Chico State
	. While we will miss their leadership, we know they 
	will continue to be part of the University community, supporting our 
	students and the goals of Chico State.

	And I would like to thank every Board member for their generosity 
	And I would like to thank every Board member for their generosity 
	in time and spirit, especially Cathy Pleasant as she steps into the role 
	of chair. As we know, Chico State will face incredible opportunities 
	and critical issues in the decades to come, and it will require all our 
	stakeholders to continue to share in the responsibility of our mission 
	and vision.

	 Lastly, I would urge all of us to continue exploring what Chico State is 
	 Lastly, I would urge all of us to continue exploring what Chico State is 
	doing. One of my lessons on the Board has been the sheer number of 
	amazing programs and people educating our students and making the 
	world a better place. Whether the Human Identification Laboratory’s 
	work supporting law enforcement on cases and disasters throughout 
	the United States, the Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve’s influence 
	on wildland management practices statewide, or the Center for 
	Regenerative Agriculture and Resilient Systems’ role on the forefront 
	of adapting farming for our changing world, these are but three among 
	countless offerings that make students, alumni, faculty, staff, and 
	the entire North State community want to brag about this incredible 
	institution. Embrace our students’ spirit of curiosity and you’re sure to 
	find something new that you will want to support and celebrate.

	We each have a stake in ensuring Chico State is meeting the needs of 
	We each have a stake in ensuring Chico State is meeting the needs of 
	our students today and the generations that will follow. Thank you for 
	the role you have and will continue to play.

	Figure
	Chuck Nelsen (’72)
	Chuck Nelsen (’72)
	 
	Board Chair

	2022–23 Financial Impact Report
	GIFTS & PLEDGES 
	In 2022–23, alumni, parents, friends, and other supporters donated and pledged nearly $18 million to 
	In 2022–23, alumni, parents, friends, and other supporters donated and pledged nearly $18 million to 
	academic, athletic, applied research, and public service programs across campus.

	Table
	TR
	FY22–23 
	FY21–22 
	FY20–21

	Cash  
	Cash  
	$8,612,278
	 $10,017,781  
	$13,113544

	In-Kind Gifts 
	In-Kind Gifts 
	$319,121 
	$159,055  
	$466,863

	Pledges 
	Pledges 
	$8,643,826
	 $7,679,249  
	$3,420,104

	Total Gifts and Pledges
	Total Gifts and Pledges
	$17,575,225 
	 $17,856,085  
	 $17,000,511


	DONORS 
	In the 2022–23 fiscal year, 8,822 donors and 315 foundations and corporations provided vital funds to 
	In the 2022–23 fiscal year, 8,822 donors and 315 foundations and corporations provided vital funds to 
	support our students, faculty, and programs. Friends of Chico State made up the largest percentage of 
	our donor base (40 percent
	).

	 
	 
	 
	FY22–23
	FY21–22  
	FY20–21

	Friends 
	Friends 
	3,510
	3,023
	3,825

	Alumni
	Alumni
	3,193
	2,940  
	3,645

	Students 
	Students 
	1,058
	921  
	552 

	Faculty & Staff
	Faculty & Staff
	492
	378  
	527

	Organizations
	Organizations
	315
	427  
	487

	Parents 
	Parents 
	254
	288  
	210

	Total
	Total
	8,822
	7,977  
	9,246


	ASSETS
	Cash & Cash Equivalents    
	Cash & Cash Equivalents    
	Cash & Cash Equivalents    
	$949,651 

	Receivables & Other Current Assets    
	Receivables & Other Current Assets    
	$242,416  

	Investments    
	Investments    
	$116,914,166 

	Contributions Receivable–Net    
	Contributions Receivable–Net    
	$5,264,860 

	Buildings and Equipment–Net of Accumulated Depreciation  
	Buildings and Equipment–Net of Accumulated Depreciation  
	$3,212,430 

	TOTAL ASSETS           
	TOTAL ASSETS           
	 $126,583,523


	LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
	Accounts & Notes Payable   
	Accounts & Notes Payable   
	Accounts & Notes Payable   
	$1,124,687 

	Liability Under Trust Agreements    
	Liability Under Trust Agreements    
	$3,570,426 

	TOTAL LIABILITIES     
	TOTAL LIABILITIES     
	$4,695,113 

	NET ASSETS               
	NET ASSETS               
	 $121,888,410 


	STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
	STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
	 

	The University Foundation’s net assets totaled $121.9 million as of June 30, 2023. The total endowment, 
	The University Foundation’s net assets totaled $121.9 million as of June 30, 2023. The total endowment, 
	 
	valued at $88.7 million, is managed by the Foundation’s Board of Governors through its Finance and 
	Investment Committee and under the advisement of the independent investment advisory firm Aldrich 
	CPAs & Advisors, LLP.

	Year 
	Year 
	Year 
	To tal Endowment  
	 Net Assets

	2022–23  
	2022–23  
	$88,694,074 
	$121,888,410

	2021–22  
	2021–22  
	$81,761,062 
	$112,838,342

	2020–21  
	2020–21  
	$90,007,504 
	$121,708,138

	2019–20  
	2019–20  
	$62,941,713 
	$87,021,363

	2018–19  
	2018–19  
	$65,293,330 
	$88,756,254


	Statement of Financial Position
	FIVE-YEAR OVERVIEW TOTAL ENDOWMENT VALUE
	While the University Foundation was not immune to the recent market downturn, the well-diversified portfolio 
	While the University Foundation was not immune to the recent market downturn, the well-diversified portfolio 
	outperformed its benchmark during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023.

	$120,000,000$110,000,000$100,000,000$90,000,000$80,000,000$70,000,000$60,000,000FY2017–18$88.8M$87M$121.7M$81.7M$65.2M$62.9M$90MTotal Endowment ValueFY2018–19FY2019–20FY2020–21FY2021–22FY2022–23Net Assets$112.8M$121.9M$88.7M
	ENDOWMENT BY PURPOSE (2022–23)
	As of June 30, 2023, the endowment value was $88.7 million. 
	As of June 30, 2023, the endowment value was $88.7 million. 
	Donors have the opportunity to designate their gifts to 
	support the people and programs they care about most. More 
	than 80 percent of the endowment is earmarked for student 
	scholarships, awards, and programs.

	Student Scholarships & Support 
	Student Scholarships & Support 
	Student Scholarships & Support 
	$44,426,503

	Academic & Program Support 
	Academic & Program Support 
	$30,864,646

	Faculty Support 
	Faculty Support 
	$9,105,633

	Unrestricted/Greatest Need 
	Unrestricted/Greatest Need 
	$4,297,291

	Total 
	Total 
	$88,694,073


	ALLOCATION OF FUNDS (2022–23)
	Figure
	“I 
	“I 
	discovered an entire new experience at 
	the tutoring center, mainly because it 
	was students who taught there. I’m excited 
	to share that I will be joining as a tutor next 
	semester, contributing to a program that has 
	been so beneficial for my own learning. I look 
	forward to helping fellow students navigate 
	challenging topics and providing support in 
	their academic journey.”

	— COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJOR CHIRAG DHAMANGE
	— COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJOR CHIRAG DHAMANGE

	“T
	“T
	he herbarium has taught me the value of 
	this resource for conservation and research, 
	and to appreciate our region's unique and amazing 
	biodiversity. I hope that my future career will 
	continue to involve promoting accessible public 
	engagement with and protection and promotion of 
	California's native plants and collections.”

	—LAURA LAMPE (BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, ’18; MS, BIOLOGICAL 
	—LAURA LAMPE (BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, ’18; MS, BIOLOGICAL 
	SCIENCES, ’22)

	“O
	“O
	ur job as educators is to make sure 
	we are not putting up any artificial 
	barriers and also eliminating barriers we 
	may not even recognize for people. A small 
	scholarship is not going to solve everything 
	but hopefully it provides students with a 
	little bit of breathing room they may not 
	have had before.”
	— MARIANNE PAIVA (SOCIOLOGY, ’99; MA, SOCIAL SCIENCE, ’01)
	“T
	here are lots of Chico State graduates 
	that have been very successful in 
	their careers—and I know many of them—
	and those people should be giving back 
	to the school that provided them with the 
	foundation for their success.”

	—JON E. KRABBENSCHMIDT (BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, ’76)
	—JON E. KRABBENSCHMIDT (BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, ’76)

	“I 
	“I 
	was an Asian studies major and Japanese minor, as well as president of the 
	Japanese fusion club for two years. It meant so much to me to be recognized for 
	what I achieved in my classes and my work with the J*Fusion Club. I love Japanese 
	culture and the language so dearly, and it’s thanks to the Boyle family and this award 
	that I’ll be able to go back to Japan next year to visit my old host families from my 
	high school exchange and see some friends again. I’m so thankful for their generosity 
	and the honor of receiving the Outstanding Asian Language Student Award.” 
	—MACKENZIE HOLLOWAY (ASIAN STUDIES, ’23), RECIPIENT OF THE 2023 JOHN BOYLE OUTSTANDING ASIAN LANGUAGE STUDENT AWARD
	“I 
	had so many faculty members who showed 
	that they cared about me and were invested 
	 
	in my success as a student—it showed me 
	that I had people in my corner. I love that this 
	scholarship will be a vote of confidence for a 
	student, to show that we all have the opportunity 
	to move ahead and the ones who are ambitious 
	and go for it are the ones who create new 
	possibilities for themselves and their families.”

	— DAVID HUFFORD (JOURNALISM, ’93)
	— DAVID HUFFORD (JOURNALISM, ’93)

	“C
	“C
	hico State provided me with the tools to 
	mature into a young man, both socially and 
	educationally, and prepared me for the rest of my 
	life. I still remember the professors’ names and the 
	experiences they provided that assisted me in life. 
	My education at Chico was a profound experience.”

	— STEVEN FOX (PSYCHOLOGY, ’82)
	— STEVEN FOX (PSYCHOLOGY, ’82)

	Figure
	Figure
	TOWER SOCIETY 2023 HONOR ROLL
	TOWER SOCIETY 2023 HONOR ROLL

	Visionary
	Visionary
	Visionary

	$100,000 or more
	$100,000 or more
	 

	Anonymous
	Chico CM Education Foundation
	Chico Concrete Industry Management Patrons
	Matt Christiano and Sallie Calhoun
	Community Foundation for San Benito County
	Steve Fox ('82)
	Gene Haas Foundation
	Dan Giustina
	Giustina Forest Foundation
	Tom and Robin Giustina
	Globetrotter Foundation
	Hayden Homes LLC
	Jon Krabbenschmidt ('76) and Dawn O'Dell
	Eric Lauha ('81)
	MegaFood
	Dennis Murphy ('94)
	Omron Foundation
	Rich Ragan
	Mary Ruby
	John Swift
	Philanthropist
	Philanthropist

	$50,000–$99,999
	$50,000–$99,999

	Anonymous
	Jan Britton ('70)
	California College Pathways
	Stuart Casillas ('96) and Kimi Casillas ('96)
	Chevron Corporation
	Clarence E. Heller Charitable Foundation
	Dianne Dobson ('69)
	Doug Guerrero and Kelly Guerrero
	Regenerative Agriculture Foundation
	Melaine Taylor ('61) and Tom Taylor
	Norman Tu ('69) and Antonia Tu ('69)
	Whittier Trust Company
	Benefactor
	Benefactor

	$25,000–$49,999
	$25,000–$49,999

	Anonymous
	Andersen & Sons Shelling, Inc.
	Beavers Charitable Trust
	Keith Bewley ('78) and Cheryl Bewley
	Gordon Brown ('83) and Michele Brown ('87)
	California Agricultural Leadership Foundation
	Construction Employers Association
	Gayle Dilley ('86) and John Dilley
	Enterprise Holdings Foundation
	Fibershed
	Clinton Gee ('87) and Nancy Gee ('87)
	Jay Gilbert ('69)
	Bill Hassenzahl and Jeanne Hassenzahl
	David Hufford ('93) and Lisa Hufford
	Johnson Family Foundation
	Billie Kanter ('68) and Kirk Monfort
	Stephen Lee and LeeAnne Lee
	Mark and Carolyn Guidry Foundation
	Tom Markovich ('72)
	Joanne Martin
	G.B. Matthews Family Trust
	Orange County's United Way
	Cathy Pleasant
	Betty Porter ('50)
	Bekah Qualls ('21)
	Speech Pathology Group
	Stupski Foundation
	Marti Sutton ('92) and John Sutton
	Founder
	Founder

	$15,000–$24,999
	$15,000–$24,999

	Autism Intervention Services, LLC
	Jenelle Ball ('82) and Dave Ball
	benefitRFP, Inc.
	Aaron Colton ('82) and Gina Colton ('82)
	Ron Duff ('71) and Lynn Duff
	Estate of Robert and Joyce Caproni
	Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano
	Goodall Family Charitable Foundation
	Steve Goodall ('78) and Jane Goodall ('78)
	Marguerite Gray ('93)
	Dave Hodson ('90) and Chris LeCuyer-Hodson ('93)
	David Hopper and Shari Maxson Hopper
	InterWest Insurance Services, LLC
	Ken Lange ('65) and Sheryl Lange ('66)
	Chris Nichols ('69)
	Paradise Church of Religious Science
	Marilyn Rees ('81)
	Tim Sauer Sr. ('91)
	Darryl Schoen ('77) and Jaci Schoen
	Glen Thomas ('83) and Joyce Densmore-Thomas ('82)
	Max Voigtritter and Brenda Voigtritter
	Pioneer
	Pioneer

	$7,500–$14,999
	$7,500–$14,999

	Anonymous
	AGC Construction
	Linda Allen ('81) and Gayle Hutchinson
	Jeanette Alosi ('79)
	Arnerich Massena & Associates, Inc.
	Ayco Charitable Foundation
	Matthew Bently ('01) and Marianne Paiva ('01)
	Gregg Berryman and Phyllis Berryman
	Gary Bess and Cindy Ratekin
	Gloria Bracco ('70)
	George Buonaccorsi ('66) and Vicki Buonaccorsi
	Tom Burkett ('82) and Barbara Burkett ('77)
	Carol Burr
	Don Cadwalader and Linda Cadwalader
	Chico Lacrosse Alumni Association
	Chico Science Fair
	Gary Curry ('63) and Susan Curry ('64)
	Dome Construction Corporation
	Rob Donoho ('84)
	Jerry Dunham ('72) and Carla Dunham ('71)
	Susan Erving
	Manuel Esteban and Gloria Esteban
	Bill Fisher and Elizabeth Fisher
	Foor Foundation
	Karen Ford ('99) and Rick Ford
	Samuel Hillaire ('02) and Sam Hillaire ('99)
	Marc Hollis ('87) and Donna Hollis ('87)
	Fern Hsu Tse
	Bob Kittredge ('69) and Bobbie Kittredge
	KPMG, LLP Foundation
	Norma Leben ('72) and Clay Leben
	Carlo Marchetti ('84)
	Mike Thompson For Congress
	Marcia Moore
	N. California-W. Nevada Chapter of   American Concrete Institute
	 

	Bob Nienaber ('89)
	Kevin Olsen ('80) and Bea Olsen ('81)
	Matt O'Sullivan ('83) and Donna Garcia
	Pacific Gas & Electric Company
	Wes Patton ('65)
	Gwen Quail
	Stanley W. Ekstrom Foundation, Inc.
	George Thomas and Sarah Thomas
	Trimble Inc.
	Jeff Williams ('89) and Robin Williams
	Terry Williams ('87) and Jerry Williams
	Explorer
	Explorer

	$3,500–$7,499
	$3,500–$7,499

	Anonymous
	Don Alger and Barb Alger
	American Endowment Foundation
	Jacky Baily ('68) and Abe Baily
	Dick Baldy and Marian Baldy
	Scott Barker and Anita Barker
	Bob Barnhart ('85)
	Vidya Bobba
	Gary Borders ('71)
	Jim Braziel ('57) and Carol Braziel ('75)
	Grace Brewer ('78) and Mark Boydston
	Louis Buffardi and Jean Buffardi
	Jan Burnham ('83) and Russ Burnham
	California League of Food Producers
	John Calvert ('04) and Melanie Calvert ('03)
	Laura Champion
	Raul Chavez ('04) and Dalia Chavez ('03)
	CoBank
	Cornerstone Community Bank
	Joe Crotts and Brenda Crotts
	Tom Cushman
	Dave Daley ('79)
	Shaun Davis ('04) and Stefanie Louie
	Gina Ellena
	Red Emmerson and Maria Escosa-Emmerson
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	Pat Andersen ('03) and Sharon Andersen ('08)
	Bryan Anderson ('00) and   Michelle Feeney Anderson ('97)
	 

	Sally Anderson ('96)
	Diane Apostolakos ('75)
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	Lisa Bagley ('04)
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	Andie Banks ('77) and Larry Banks Jr.
	Tom Bannon ('77)
	Rusty Barcelo ('69)
	Isaac Barthelow
	Barrett Baumgartner and Felicia Adler
	Dan Beadle ('74) and Linda Beadle
	Robert Bechard ('60) and Kathie Bechard ('81)
	Cameron Beck ('88) and Kim Beck ('84)
	Sandra Beck and Sara Cooper
	Carole Beeton ('62)
	Steve Benninga ('78)
	BidCal, Inc.
	Bidwell Womens Golf Club
	Blackrock Concrete, Inc.
	Jill Blackwill ('82)
	Hannah Bolton ('21)
	Gilbert Booth ('75)
	Ahmad Boura and Jen Boura
	Clyde Bowman Jr. ('72) and Ruth Bowman ('62)
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	Bill Carroll ('73) and Saba Bologna
	Bill Carson Jr. ('68) and Landa Bell Carson
	Craig Carson ('73) and Paulette Carson ('73)
	Cascade Eye Care
	Daniel Cerda ('00) and Marisela Cerda ('01)
	Joseph Chiapella and Judy Chiapella
	Chico Eye Center
	Chico Hearing Aid Center
	Christopher Chmura
	Shaun-Adrian Chofla
	Steve Cliadakis and Miste Cliadakis
	Clinical Mobility, Inc.
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	Jeanne Conry ('74) and Bruce Webb
	Slim Cook ('88)
	Paul Coots ('88) and   Kathryn Clements-Coots ('91)
	 

	C. Overaa & Company
	Charlie Crabb and Jackie Crabb
	Stephen Cummins and Sunday Cummins
	Scott Dalecio ('86) and Kathy Dalecio
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	Heather Dickson ('95) and Scott Dickson
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	Roy Dunlap ('08) and Pamela Dunlap ('05)
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	Bill Flake and Sandra Flake
	Kenneth Fleming and Liz Fleming
	Joe Floyd ('78)
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	Sam Fogleman ('85) and Laura Fogleman ('85)
	Diane Fossum
	Sherry Fox
	Mark Francis ('82) and Jolene Francis
	Peter Franco
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	Michael Frybarger
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	Jim Gerber ('74) and Marion Gerber
	Ben Gilbert and Vally Gilbert
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	Timothy Gross ('91) and Marion Gross
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	Russ Levin and Joanne Fielder
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	Szeto & Szeto Trust
	Lance Tennis ('64) and Audrey Tennis ('71)
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	Neil Tung ('98)
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	Jim Vann ('01)
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	Greg Verdon and Linda Verdon
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	Jeanette Adame ('18)
	Ifechinyere Agbodike ('16)
	Ashtyn Anderson ('16)
	Rudolph Bachmann ('21)
	Mimi Baez ('21)
	Anthony Barone ('17)
	Nikita Benson ('15)
	Spencer Blair ('11) and   Brianna Ellis ('10)
	 

	James Bloesch ('22)
	Simone Bordelon ('20)
	David Bowles ('14) and   Laurie Bowles ('11)
	 

	Michelle Burkeen ('15)
	Alexandra Burkhart ('18)
	Matthew Butler ('21)
	Mickey Canterbury ('12)
	Anthony Carral ('13)
	Liam Carroll ('23)
	Danny Cervantes ('20)
	Betty Cheung ('12)
	Alfonso Cisneros ('14)
	Haydn Clement ('14)
	Philip Clements ('05) and   Ashley Person ('22)
	 

	Katie Coleman ('16)
	Scott Cory ('88) and   Judy Hamamoto-Cory ('13)
	 

	Giovanna Crivello ('16)
	McKenzie Dalthorp ('14)
	MacKenzie Deeter ('20)
	Markus De Jesus ('15)
	Sapur Engineer ('13)
	Sarah Farney ('15)
	Kahra Fishburn ('18)
	Jose Gallardo ('14)
	Cristina Gildemeister ('12)
	Gloria Godinez ('19)
	Alia Gray ('12)
	Katelyn Gregori ('19)
	Aaron Grijalva ('21)
	Joshua Gruber ('15) and   Jennifer Gruber ('11)
	 

	Gian Gualco-Nelson ('15)
	Courtney Hamilton ('14)
	Thomas Hatch ('14)
	Jack Hazelhofer ('16)
	Brooke Hespeler ('14)
	Emma Hilder ('15)
	Jamie Ikeda ('19)
	Desirae Jones ('20)
	Madeline Joseph ('21)
	Nicholas Juanitas ('17)
	Kyler Keller ('17)
	Diana Kemp ('23)
	Serge Kiriluk ('20)
	Christopher Kissick ('12)
	Joseph Koch ('12)
	Brock Kraus ('15) and Nicole Kraus ('15)
	Kjerstin Laine ('12)
	Daniel Lalor ('17)
	Ellie Larronde ('15)
	Darnell Lee ('16) and   Kaitlyn Baumgartner Lee ('12)
	 

	Miguel Leon ('15)
	Robb Lightfoot ('19) and   Karin Lightfoot ('09)
	 

	Sergio Llamas ('16)
	Thomas Logan ('12)
	Blake Lopes ('12)
	Matthew Markell ('22)
	Steven Maxey ('12)
	Ava McAllister ('17)
	Rachel McBride-Praetorius ('20)
	Sean McElwee ('27)
	Alva McKay ('18)
	Cindy McKay ('21)
	Mike McKee ('15) and   Jennifer McKee ('18)
	 

	Jacob McPherson ('22)
	Francisco Medrano ('19)
	Tom Mello ('18)
	Jorge Mendoza Macias ('16)
	Sara Mikesell ('14)
	Cole Morales ('22)
	Michael Morris ('12)
	Jeffery Moss ('12)
	Spencer Moyer ('13) and   Aimee Moyer ('13)
	 

	Matthew Mulholland ('22)
	Piradeepan Nagarajan ('21)
	Trevor Narvick ('22)
	Erik Nix ('11)
	William O'Neill ('21)
	Skyler Osborn ('19)
	Drew Parsons ('16)
	Rachel Provance ('17)
	Bianca Quilantan ('18)
	Gopal Raigoni ('21)
	Kaylee Reed ('21)
	Yaneth Reyes ('18)
	Krysi Riggs ('12) and   Justin Riggs
	 

	Megan Rivera ('19)
	Pia Riveros ('22)
	Jorge Romero ('19)
	Krisma Root ('17)
	Nate Sandoval ('13)
	Tim Smolarski ('16)
	James Staniland ('13)
	Tyler Stoll ('19)
	Michael Swindle ('20)
	Kayla Taylor ('18)
	Janet Torres ('12)
	Ryan Troudy ('18)
	Marshall True ('19)
	Roberto Trujillo ('20)
	Norman Tucker ('12) and   Joy McNulty ('04)
	 

	Ethan Ulmanis ('15)
	Asha Venegas
	Robin Verduzco ('14)
	Michael Warren ('19)
	Paul Weatherby ('11) and   Aubrey Weatherby ('16)
	 

	Christopher Wilson ('93) and   Ann Wilson ('22)
	 

	Kristina Zarenko ('14)
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