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The Foundation’s mission is to support California State University, Chico’s strategic plan by raising, investing, and disbursing 

funds to fuel the growth and excellence of the University. 
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Approved October 10, 2025 

Remote via Zoom 

Governors Present: Cathy Pleasant, Chair; Darryl Schoen, Vice Chair; Chuck Nelsen, Past Chair; Absent: Joyce 
Densmore-Thomas; David Hufford 

Ex Officio Present: Steve Perez, President; Frank Whitlatch, Interim Vice President for University Advancement 
(CEO); Absent: Jamie Clyde, Vice President for Business and Finance (CFO) 

Staff: Jessica Harrington, Robin Carter, and Michelle Slack, University Advancement 

MINUTES 

Chair of the Board, Cathy Pleasant, called the meeting to order at 4:25 p.m.   

Chair’s Report:  Cathy Pleasant 
Pleasant shared a recommendation to move the Winter meetings to the first week of March moving forward.  
This would allow the board to be on campus for the Giving Day and Distinguished Alumni activities.  There 
are fewer activities happening on campus in February that coincide with the board meetings.  Darryl Schoen 
moved to adopt the new Winter meeting dates and Chuck Nelsen seconded the motion.  It was approved 
unanimously. 

Pleasant then presented the draft of the Fall Schedule of Events for the on-campus Fall board meetings 
occurring October 6 through October 10. Schoen moved to approve the schedule and Nelsen seconded. 
There were no objections. 

The draft Fall agendas for each committee meeting were presented. There were a few minor changes to the 
Governance, Development and Advocacy, and General Session agenda.  Schoen moved to approve the 
revised agendas as presented.  Pleasant seconded and the motion was approved unanimously.  

After the second year of disbursement for the Gayle E Hutchinson Presidential Award for Excellence, Pleasant 
share that the endowment is not disbursing enough funds to cover the full award amount of $50,000 
annually.  She presented options for funding this prestigious award.  Members agreed to provide the rest of 
the board with the following two options for a vote: 

- Continue to supplement $43,000 a year to award the current amount over two years, or 
- Use discretionary funds to transfer $1.1 million to the award endowment so it distributes about 

$50,000 a year in perpetuity. 

President’s Report:  Steve Perez 
The President was not able to give a report due to a travel conflict.  He will give a report to the full board at 
the General Session on October 10, 2025. 

Adjournment:  Pleasant 
Pleasant adjourned the meeting at 4:50 p.m. The next meeting will be Wednesday, February 4, 2026. 
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