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Approved March 6, 2026 

Governors Present:   Cathy Pleasant, Chair; Chuck Nelsen, Past Chair; Ellie Carbajal; Joyce Densmore-Thomas; Gayle Dilley; 
Jay Gilbert(r); Tom Giustina; David Heinsen; David Hufford; Ali Khorasanee; Olena Lacy; Suzy McCreary;  
Christina Nichols; Earl Reed; Tim Sauer(r); Esperanza Bowen (Student Representative) Absent: Bob 
Nienaber; Matt Ober; Darryl Schoen, Vice Chair; Dave Scotto; Braydan Young; Shawn Bates (Faculty 
Representative  

 Ex Officio Present:    Steve Perez, President; Kristine Mazzei, Vice President for University Advancement (CEO) (effective 
10/27/25); Leslie Cornick, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Absent: Jamie Clyde, Vice 
President for Business and Finance (CFO); 

Staff Present:               Jessica Harrington, Robin Carter, Christine Ponce, and Michelle Slack, University Advancement 
Guests:               Bryan Shipley, Coldstream  
 
 

MINUTES 

Board Chair Cathy Pleasant called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  Pleasant then welcomed Kristine Mazzei 
the new Vice President for University Advancement who will officially start her position on October 27, 2025. 
The minutes for the June 27, 2025 meeting were approved as presented. 
 
Chair’s Report: Pleasant 
Shawna Lucas and members of the HFA Student Ambassador Team were invited to present their outreach 
initiatives under the Governors’ Award HFA Student Ambassador and Outreach Program. Activities included 
the Fall Welcome event, a student newsletter, and the Ambassador Program. The team reported strong 
attendance and positive feedback, noting a 300 percent increase in participation and high student retention 
rates.  
 
It was announced that the Winter meetings will be moved to March to align with Giving Day and the 
Distinguished Alumni Event, providing the Board with greater opportunities for campus engagement. 
 
The Board then discussed funding for the Gayle E. Hutchinson Presidential Award for Excellence.  Established 
in 2023, the Foundation created an endowed fund through donor contributions to support the award, which 
provides up to $100,000 to the recipient over two years. The Endowment currently generates approximately 
$7,000 annually, requiring the Foundation to supplement about $43,000 per year to maintain the $50,000 
annual award commitment. 
Two funding options were presented: 

1. Continue supplementing approximately $43,000 annually to fulfill the award commitment. 
2. Use discretionary funds to transfer $1.1 million to the Endowment, enabling it to distribute 

approximately $50,000 annually in perpetuity. 
A motion was made and unanimously approved to transfer $1.1 million from discretionary funds to the Gayle 
E. Hutchinson Presidential Award for Excellence Endowment to fund the award in perpetuity. 
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Committee Reports: 
Bob Kittredge reported that the Audit Committee received an unmodified opinion on the financial 
statements for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2025, confirming a clean audit. No material weaknesses in 
internal controls or instances of noncompliance with government auditing standards were identified. 
 
Chris Nichols reported that the Governance Committee approved the 2025–26 Committee Assignments, 
adopted a new Whistleblower Policy, and approved revisions to Section 5 – Gift Acceptance Policy. 
 
David Heisen reported that the Finance and Investment Committee reviewed updates on the university and 
foundation budgets. Coldstream presented financial reports and provided an update on investment 
performance. 
 
Matt Ober reported that the Development and Advocacy Committee received positive updates on 
enrollment growth and development efforts, including a successful Giving Day and the Back the Cats athletic 
fundraiser. 
 
Consent Agenda: Pleasant 
Pleasant asked if there were any changes or corrections to the Consent Agenda. Hearing none, a motion was 
made and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Impact Report on Program Endowment: Pleasant 
Pleasant invited Interim Dean Ryan Patten, College of Behavioral and Social Sciences, to report on the impact 
of the Glanville-Zappettini Child Development Faculty Research Award which supports interdisciplinary 
research focusing on children aged 0-18.  
 
New Business: Pleasant 
There was no new business. 
 
Adjournment: Pleasant 
 
Pleasant adjourned the meeting at 9:15 a.m. The next General Session will be Friday, March 6, 2026. 
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