Stereotypes of People with Disabilities
The chart below lists a number of stereotypes of people with disabilities. On the chart, list other names or put-downs people use against people in this group; identify examples of this stereotype in popular culture and list the kinds of messages we get about people in this group. Finally, imagine how these stereotypes affect people with disabilities.

	Stereotype
	Other names or putdowns
	Examples from popular culture
	Messages about this person
	How this affects actual people with disabilities

	Cripple


	
	
	
	

	Little Person


	
	
	
	

	Mental Patient


	
	
	
	

	Deaf & Dumb


	
	
	
	

	Retard


	
	
	
	

	Leper


	
	
	
	

	Druggie


	
	
	
	


	Stereotype
	Other names or putdowns
	Examples from popular culture
	Messages about this person
	How this affects actual people with disabilities

	Freak


	
	
	
	

	Poster Child


	
	
	
	

	Obese


	
	
	
	

	Anorexic


	
	
	
	

	AIDS victim


	
	
	
	

	Humpback


	
	
	
	

	Heroic Over-comer of a disability


	
	
	
	


Violence Against People with Disabilities

On the chart below, list how people with various kinds of disabilities might experience violence (restraints on movement, medication against their will, involuntary incarceration, etc.) and how these kinds of violence affect people with disabilities.

	Disability
	Violence
	Effects on People with Disabilities

	Blind


	
	

	Down Syndrome


	
	

	Schizophrenia


	
	

	Deaf


	
	

	Paraplegic


	
	

	Learning Disabled


	
	


	Disability
	Violence
	Effects on People with Disabilities

	Living with AIDS

	
	

	Drug/Alcohol Addicted

	
	

	Autism

	
	

	Attention Deficit Disorder


	
	

	Alzheimer’s


	
	

	Facial Paralysis

	
	


Institutionalized Mistreatment of People with Disabilities
On the chart below, list examples of discrimination or mistreatment against people with disabilities that occur within the various institutions listed. Then image the effects these forms of discrimination have on people with disabilities.
	Institution
	Examples of Discrimination or Mistreatment
	Effects on People with Disabilities

	Housing


	
	

	Public Transportation


	
	

	Public Buildings


	
	

	Medicine/Healthcare


	
	

	Workplace


	
	

	Entertainment (parks, theaters, sports arenas)


	
	

	Education


	
	


	Institution
	Examples of Discrimination or Mistreatment
	Effects on People with Disabilities

	Religion


	
	

	Family


	
	

	Stores/Businesses


	
	

	Media


	
	


