Many plants have qualities that help protect them from herbivores,
or animals that eat plants. Which of these characteristics can you
find on the plants in your yard or neighborhood?

Leaves of the
desert mallow
are fuzzy and
irritating to
herbivores’

Fuzzy leaves are uncomfortable to eat
and can be irritating to touch

Spiky leaves and thorns make it
difficult for mammals like deer and
humans to get too close to a plant

hungry mouths!

Oregon grape’s

* Waxy leaves can be tough for insect spiky leaves keep
herbivores to chew through away leaf-eating
mammals

Thick bark protects trees and shrubs
from wood-eating insects and

some mammals B The incense cedar
} tree produces
natural chemicals
W that we can smell
8 and that are
distasteful to

& herbivores

* Strong smells that come from broken
leaves or stems sometimes mean
that a plant has chemical defenses
which make it taste bad!






