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Whose Scat is That?

You can tell a lot about an animal based on what it leaves behind!
Footprints, teeth marks on plants, scratch marks, fur, and feathers are
all signs that an animal has been around. Scat is another sign, and we
can learn about its owner’s diet by investigating!

Vocabulary:
Scat: animal poop! Mammals, birds, reptiles, and insects all leave scat
behind after they’ve finished digesting their food.
Animal signs: anything that shows an animal has been in an area –
including scat, burrows, nests, hair, or chew marks.
Herbivore: an animal that eats plants
Carnivore: an animal that eats other animals
Omnivore: an animal that eats both plants and animals

Step 1:
Head out into your yard, or on a walk or hike with a grownup. Keep an
eye out for scat, big and small! Some animals, like mammals, likely
leave their scat close to the ground, but bird and insect scat is often left
on leaves.

Step 2:
When you’ve identified some scat, take a look and see if you can
answer these questions about the animal that left it!
•
•
•

Is it from an herbivore, carnivore, or omnivore?
What type of animal left it (bird, mammal, reptile, insect)?
What types of foods do you think the animals that you see eat?
Berries? Insects? Leaves? Grasses? Worms? Eggs? Rodents? Birds?

Step 3:
Document your findings! Take a picture of the scat and other animal
signs you find along your way.

Step 4:
Be a community scientist and share your findings with the world! You
can upload photos of animal signs like scat and footprints to the
iNaturalist app so that members of your community and scientists
around the world can learn from what you’ve found.

Step 5:
Look on the next page to learn about our local wildlife and their diets!
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Examples of Northern California Wildlife & Their Scat
Monarch butterfly: herbivore
As a butterfly, I eat the nectar of flowers, but as a
caterpillar, I eat the leaves of the milkweed plants. My scat
is very small and is found on these leaves.
Photo: Smithsonian

Brush rabbit & mule deer: herbivores
We eat flowers, leaves, clover, grasses, twigs, and bark. Our similar diet means our
scat is similar too – it’s small and round. Brush rabbit scat is smaller than a penny!
Rabbit scat photo: Kim Cabrerra, 2008

California gray fox: omnivore
I eat berries and small animals like
mice, lizards, and rabbits. I use my
scat to mark my territory, leaving it on
objects like logs, rocks, or benches.
Scat on log photo: Kurt Geiger

Mountain lion: carnivore
I eat birds and small mammals like
raccoons, squirrels, and deer. My scat
is large – sometimes bigger than an
adult human’s hand!
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