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1 | F-1 Status You will continue to be an F-1 student until the end your
authorized OPT period.

2 | USCIS Form I-797 Within 2-3 weeks, USCIS will acknowledge receipt of your

Notice of Action application. You can also check your USCIS account for
updates.
4 | EAD (Employment If OPT is approved, the EAD will be sent to the address you
Authorization Card) indicated on the [-765 application.

5 | Change of Address If you move while you are awaiting your EAD, be sure to
During 90 day update your address through your USCIS Portal.
Processing Period

6 | Employment You may not start working until you have your EAD in hand. If
you receive your EAD before your start date, you cannot work
until the start date listed on the card.

7 | Unemployment During your 12 months of OPT, you may not be unemployed
for more than 90 days. You must report days of
unemployment to your Immigration Specialist.

8 | Volunteering On a part-time or full-time basis, USCIS allows students on

(not being paid) OPT to volunteer their services (unpaid, field-related
internship). As this is seen by USCIS as practical training, all
employment details must be reported to your Immigration
Specialist.

9 | Required Reporting Within 10 days of any change:

During OPT Your physical address; telephone #; email address
Name and address of employer
Name, telephone number, and email address of supervisor

10 | F-1 Visa You may remain in the US with an expired visa as long as you
maintain your visa status. If your visa has expired and you
leave the US with the intent of returning, before you re-enter
you must go a US Embassy or Consulate and renew your F-1
visa. Your passport must always be valid for at least six
months into the future.

If you have not completed all the requirements for your
master’s degree, you must register as an adjunct student each

Graduate students - semester, through Professional & Continuing Education, in

11 | Adjunct Enrollment order to remain an active Chico State student.

12 | Program Completion You are expected to complete your thesis or terminal project
within the 12-month OPT period. Students who do not
accomplish this are ineligible for STEM OPT Extension.

13 | Grace Period At the end of your OPT period, you have a 60 days grace
period, during which you may apply to a new school, apply to
change status, or prepare to return to your home country.

14 | STEM OPT Extension Students in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
(STEM) are eligible to apply for a 24-month extension of
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employment authorization. Applications may be submitted as
early as 90 days before the first period of OPT ends.

Proof of graduation and a Form 1-983 Training Plan for STEM
OPT Students are required.

Video: STEM OPT Extension Application Workshop (3-parts)

15 | CAP-GAP Extension If your petition for H1-B is selected, the petitioner will get a
Form [-797 Notice of Action to that effect. When such a copy is
presented to the Immigration Specialist, a Cap-Gap 1-20
extending your OPT to September 30 will be issued.
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