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Subject:  Approval of the New Minor in Philosophy and Law

Upon the recommendation of the Academic Senate and with the concurrence of the Provost, I
approve the new Minor in Philosophy and Law within the Department of Philosophy, College of
Humanities and Fine Arts. The new minor will require 18 units and will be effective fall 2025.

Policy Title: EM 24-040 Minor in Philosophy and Law
Contact: Department of Philosophy

Supersedes:

Revision:

Enabling Legislation or
Executive Order:




New Minor Signature Form

Minor Name: Philosophy and Law

Department Contact(s) w/phone #(s):

Zanja Yudell, 530-898-6300
Troy Jollimore, 530-898-5122

Required Signatures

The Department of Philosophy
has reviewed and approved this new minor
r .
LgrTollimare Apr 4,2024
Chair, Department Curriculum Committee Date
oy o Apr 4,2024
Department Chair Date

The College of Humanities & Fine Arts

has reviewed and approved this new minor

Jo%h Al§ander(Apr9,§2024 17:11 PDT) Apr9, 2024

Chair, College Curriculum Committee Date
W% ft Apr9,2024
College Dean Date

Send signature page with proposal attached to Curriculum Services at zip 128

A\.}a&éwzf

Curriculum Review Completed

Date

Note: The department will be notified of the dates for EPPC and Academic Senate review.



Proposal for a New Minor

I. Proposed title of new minor.
Philosophy and Law Minor
II. Academic year of intended implementation.
2025-26

III. Name of the department and college submitting the proposal; identify unit
with primary responsibility for the minor.

Philosophy Department, College of Humanities and Fine Art. The minor will reside in the
Philosophy Department.

IV. Statements on questions of need and demand.
A. Relation of the minor to the University Strategic Plan.

One of the goals of this new minor is to reduce barriers for students to explore new
academic avenues, especially for students currently majoring in Philosophy or Political
Science (Legal Studies option). Our hope is that students in both disciplines will be more
willing to pursue their intellectual curiosity if they can receive a minor by adding on a
few more courses on top of carefully chosen coursework for the minor. The minor will
thus promote the strategic priority of equity by making it easier for first-generation
students and students without a strong safety net to push their intellectual boundaries.

B. Need for the proposed minor.

As a society changes and adapts its laws, it is important that legal professionals and
citizens have reflected on the foundations of law and its purposes to better direct and
contribute to this ongoing project. This proposed minor will give students a focused
pathway into such reflection.

C. Identify other closely related curricula currently offered by the
campus.
1. Explain the impact the proposed minor will have on these
programs.
2. Explain how current programs do not meet the proposed
minor's objectives.

The most closely related programs are Philosophy BA, Philosophy minor, the Political
Science BA (Option in Legal Studies), and the Paralegal Certificate. Impacts on these
programs are unclear, although it seems most likely that the Philosophy and Law minor
will not draw many students away from these programs but rather encourage more of



them to add the minor. Both the Political Science Department and the Philosophy
Department, which house these other programs, support this new minor.

The current programs focused on law (Legal Studies Option and Paralegal Certificate)
lack concentration on the philosophical foundations of law, while the Philosophy BA and
Philosophy minor lack the concentration in law. Currently, there are students who enroll
in both BA programs or choose the Philosophy BA and the Paralegal Certificate, but the
amount of coursework involved makes that combination burdensome to transfer students
and those who do not discover the option in time. This new Philosophy and Law minor
would make the subject more accessible to a wider range of students.

D. Student demand for the minor.

Over the past ten years, there has been an average of just more than three students per
year enrolled in some combination of majors, minors and certificates in both the Political
Science & Criminal Justice and the Philosophy Departments, with about 2/3 of those
students with a first major in POLS. Given that students with majors in either program
should have fewer barriers to completing the new Philosophy and Law minor, we’d
expect a substantially higher number enrolling in it.

V. Resources
A. List the faculty members for the required courses in the minor by
Name
Rank
Appointment status
Highest degree earned
Date and Field of highest degree
Professional experience

Anthony Cardoza

Lecturer

One-year contract

J.D

1997 Law

Practicing Attorney, Licensed with the State Bar of California, 12/1997 and has been in
private practice since, specializing in criminal law, civil litigation and constitutional due
process.

Eric Gampel
Professor

FERP

Ph.D.

1991 Philosophy

Michelle Rose
Assistant Professor



Tenure-track
Ph.D.
2022 Political Theory

Kathryn Sylvia
Lecturer

M.A.

2014 Political Science

Wai-hung Wong
Professor
Tenured

Ph.D.

2001 Philosophy

B. List the faculty members for the elective courses in the minor by

Name
Rank
Appointment status
Highest degree earned
Sally Anderson
Associate Professor
Tenured
J.D.

Noelle Brimlow
Assistant Professor
Tenure-track

J.D.

Troy Jollimore
Professor
Tenured

Ph.D.

Anne Moore
Lecturer
Three-year contract
J.D.

Michelle Rose
Assistant Professor
Tenure-track

Ph.D.



Diane Schmidt
Professor

Tenured
Ph.D.

Zanja Yudell
Professor
Tenured
Ph.D.

C. List the resources needed to sustain the program for the first five
years, including cost and funding source.

No new resources will be needed to sustain the program.
D. Additional support resources required, including source of support.
No additional support resources are required.

VI. Curriculum
Note: Proposed curriculum should take advantage of courses already offered
in other departments when subject matter would otherwise overlap or
duplicate existing course content.
A. Total number of units required for the minor (maximum 30 units of
which at least 6 will be upper-division).

18 units
B. List all new courses for the proposed program.
No new courses are needed for the program.

C. List all required courses for the minor along with a rationale for why
each one should be required. If applicable, you can refer to the
proposal’s or program’s learning outcomes.

Course number and title
Units of credit
Prerequisites

Rationale

LEGL 451B Constitutional Law: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 3 Units
No prerequisites

This course concerns how to interpret the constitution, which is one of the most
philosophical activities in the study of law. The specific problems of racial
discrimination, criminal procedures, freedom of speech and religion, concern the most
foundational and philosophical questions about the purpose and legitimacy of law.



PHIL 340W Social and Political Philosophy 3 Units
No prerequisites

This course philosophically examines the nature of the community and the state, which
are central issues for thinking about the nature and purpose of law.

PHIL 360 Theory of Knowledge (Epistemology) 3 Units
No prerequisites

Law makes a significant distinction between issues of law and issues of facts. As such,
students interested in the foundation of law should understand the philosophical concerns
about how facts are established. Moreover, contemporary epistemology makes a special
study of the concept of testimony, which is of great importance in how the legal system
establishes facts.

POLS/PHIL 438 Jurisprudence: Philosophy of Law 3 Units
No prerequisites

This course most directly tackles the issues at the heart of the philosophical foundations
of law.

D. List all elective courses for the minor along with a general rationale
for why each should be included as such. If applicable, you can refer
to the proposal’s or program’s learning outcomes.

Course number and title
Units of credit
Rationale

LEGL 356 Legal Analysis 3 Units
Because of its focus on the kind of legal reasoning used in law school, this course would
be especially valuable for students who are interested in pursuing their interests in the
philosophical foundations of law after they leave Chico State.

LEGL 365W Theories, Practices and Administration of Justice 3 Units
As this course concerns theories of justice, it provides a good opportunity for students to
extend their philosophical understanding of law.

LEGL 481 ‘ Law and Disadvantaged Persons 3 Units
Although this course focuses on somewhat more practical issues, its subject concerns the
intersection of law and morality, which is an important branch of philosophy of law.

PHIL 320 Ethics 3 Units
Although ethics is not the central concern of law, it certainly intersects with the law in
many ways, and the study of law is enhanced by a richer understanding of the main
theories of ethics that are offered in this course.

PHIL 380 Intermediate Logic 3 Units



PHIL 480 Advanced Logic 3 Units
Either of these two logic courses are offered as an elective because the study of law is so
centrally concerned with legal reasoning, and so studying general reasoning at a high
level should illuminate one’s understanding of legal reasoning.

E. Explain provisions for articulation of the proposed minor with
community college courses.

There are no lower-division courses in the minor, so no articulation with community
college courses is possible.

F. Complete catalog copy, including admission and completion
requirements. See the current University Catalog for correct format;
please follow it exactly. Before the proposal is submitted to
Curriculum Services, it may be helpful to review catalog copy with
Academic Publications.

Attach the New Minor signature form to the front of the proposal and submit to
Curriculum Services after all department and college reviews are complete.




Course Requirements for the Minor

The following courses, or their approved transfer equivalents, are required of all candidates for
this minor.

Course List

Course Title Units
LEGL 451B Constitutional Law: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
PHIL 340W Social and Political Philosophy (W)
PHIL 360 Theory of Knowledge (Epistemology)
PHIL/POLS 438 Jurisprudence: Philosophy of Law
Select one of the following:
LEGL 356 Legal Analysis
LEGL 365W  Theories, Practices, and Administration of Justice (W)
LEGL 481 Law and Disadvantaged Persons

W W W W Ww

Select one of the following: 3
PHIL 320 Ethics

PHIL 380 Intermediate Logic

PHIL 480 Advanced Logic

Total Units 18



Marie Knox

From: Jennifer R Wilking

Sent: Tuesday, April 02, 2024 11:32 AM
To: Zanja Yudell; Sally A Anderson
Cc: Marie Knox

Subject: Re: Philosophy and Law Minor
Hi Zanja,

We support this proposal.
Best,

Jen

Professor and Chair, Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice

Housing Research Group

From: Zanja Yudell <zyudell@csuchico.edu>

Date: Monday, April 1, 2024 at 3:04 PM

To: Jennifer R Wilking <jwilking@csuchico.edu>, Sally A Anderson <saanderson@csuchico.edu>
Cc: Marie Knox <MDKnox@csuchico.edu>

Subject: Philosophy and Law Minor

Hi Jen and Sally,

Please see the attached proposal and catalog copy for the proposed Philosophy and Law Minor. Would you confirm that
you support this proposal?

Zanja



Marie Knox

From: Sally A Anderson

Sent: Monday, April 01, 2024 3:.09 PM
To: Zanja Yudell; Jennifer R Wilking
Cc: Marie Knox

Subject: Re: Philosophy and Law Minor

Thanks Zanja! | approve.

From: Zanja Yudell <zyudell@csuchico.edu>

Sent: Monday, April 1, 2024 3:04 PM

To: Jennifer R Wilking <jwilking@csuchico.edu>; Sally A Anderson <saanderson@csuchico.edu>
Cc: Marie Knox <MDKnox@csuchico.edu>

Subject: Philosophy and Law Minor

HiJen and Sally,

Please see the attached proposal and catalog copy for the proposed Philosophy and Law Minor. Would you confirm that
you support this proposal?

Zanja



From: Zanja Yudell

To: Nicol Gray

Cc: Marie Knox

Subject: FW: Proposal for a Philosophy and Law minor
Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 1:32:44 PM
Attachments: image001.png

From: Michelle Mussuto <mmussuto@csuchico.edu>

Date: Friday, April 12, 2024 at 10:09 AM

To: Zanja Yudell <zyudell@csuchico.edu>

Cc: Marie Knox <MDKnox@csuchico.edu>, Troy A Jollimore <TJollimore@csuchico.edu>
Subject: RE: Proposal for a Philosophy and Law minor

Good morning Zanja,

| also don’t see where there will be significant demands on the library. There are book funds
(print/e-books/media) allocated to both the philosophy and criminal justice departments. | doubt
there would be much impact to these funds with the addition of these courses.

If you need anything else from me to complete the proposal, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Thank you.
Michelle

From: Zanja Yudell <zyudell@csuchico.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, April 2, 2024 1:41 PM

To: Michelle Mussuto <mmussuto@csuchico.edu>; George H Thompson
<GHThompson@csuchico.edu>

Cc: Marie Knox <MDKnox@csuchico.edu>; Troy A Jollimore <TJollimore@csuchico.edu>
Subject: Re: Proposal for a Philosophy and Law minor

Hi Michelle,

I’'m honestly not sure what we are supposed to consult about—I was hoping you would have more
experience with such consultations. The checklist for submitting a proposal for a new minor includes
the item “Evidence of consultation with library”, but no explanation of what that consultation should
concern. I’'m guessing that we’re supposed to confirm that the library would be able to support this
new program? I’'m attaching the course requirements. They are all pre-existing courses. We do not
anticipate huge numbers of students, and | can’t imagine that any of these courses place any
significant demands on the library.

Zanja
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From: Michelle Mussuto <mmussuto@csuchico.edu>

Date: Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 10:39 AM

To: Zanja Yudell <zyudell@csuchico.edu>, George H Thompson
<GHThompson@csuchico.edu>

Cc: Marie Knox <MDKnox@csuchico.edu>, Troy A Jollimore <TJollimore@csuchico.edu>
Subject: RE: Proposal for a Philosophy and Law minor

Good morning Zanja,

| believe | am the correct librarian to consult with as | am the Philosophy of Law falls under Political
Science.

Please let me know how | can be of assistance.
Thank you.

Michelle Mussuto, MIS

Agriculture, Natural Sciences, Political Science/Criminal Justice, and Sustainability Librarian
Meriam Library, Office 112

Faculty Page

mmussuto@csuchico.edu
530-898-5836

Schedule an instruction session with Michelle

California Stute Unive rsity Chice
Meriam Library

From: Zanja Yudell <zyudell@csuchico.edu>
Sent: Monday, April 1, 2024 3:07 PM

To: George H Thompson <GHThompson@csuchico.edu>; Michelle Mussuto
<mmussuto@csuchico.edu>
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Cc: Marie Knox <MDKnox@csuchico.edu>; Troy A Jollimore <TJollimore@csuchico.edu>
Subject: Proposal for a Philosophy and Law minor

Hello George and Michelle,
The Philosophy Department is proposing a new Philosophy and Law Minor. One of the requirements
for submitting the proposal is to consult with the library. Would you all be the best people to consult

with?

Zanja
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