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Section 1: Introduction 

 
Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge and are mindful that Chico State stands on lands that were originally 
occupied by the first people of this area, the Mechoopda, and we recognize their 
distinctive spiritual relationship with this land, the flora, the fauna, and the waters that 
run through campus. We are humbled that our campus resides upon sacred lands that 
since time immemorial have sustained the Mechoopda people and continue to do so 
today. 

 
Statement of Apology from the California Legislature 

In 2019, the Governor issued Executive Order No. N-15-19 that recognized that 
the state historically sanctioned over a century of depredations and prejudicial 
policies committed by state actors against California Native Americans and 
apologized, on behalf of the citizens of the State of California, for the many 
instances of violence, maltreatment, and neglect California inflicted on Tribes. 

California Tribes have suffered a unique set of circumstances, including, but not 
limited to, unratified treaties, termination, Indian indenture laws, the California 
mission system, boarding schools, and other violent and destructive policies and 
systems on a larger scale than anywhere else in the United States. 

These systems and government-sanctioned extinction policies and actions 
dispossessing California Indian Tribes from their lands validated, permeated, and 
sustained a culture of historical mistreatment of California Indian Tribes that 
existed brutally from around the 16th century through the early 20th century, with 
the aftermath of these policies and mistreatment still visible and tangible today. 

These policies and actions resulted in the separation of the California Indian 
Tribes from many of their cultural items and Native American [ancestors]. 

In 1990, the federal government enacted and implemented the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA)1 to address this nationwide 
human rights violation. In 2001, the State of California enacted CalNAGPRA2 to 
address the specific concerns of the California Indian Tribes. 

Unfortunately, today there are still thousands of Native American [ancestors] and 
cultural items under the control of state-funded institutions and museums 
[including California State University, Chico (Chico State)] despite those 
institutions being subject to both the federal and state laws ordering repatriation 

        
1 25 U.S.C. Sec. 3001 et seq. 
2 Chapter 818 of the Statutes of 2001, cited as the California Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Act of 2001, Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 8010) of Part 2 of Division 7 of the Health and Safety Code. 

1



  

 
 

of [ancestors] and cultural items back to the present-day living ancestors, the 
California Indian Tribes.3 

Chico State joins in this apology and acknowledges the role it has played in facilitating 
the collection, curation, and study of Native American ancestors and cultural items and 
for earlier noncompliance with state and federal repatriation laws. This Policy serves as 
a commitment to moving forward from this legacy to begin healing the wounds of the 
past through meaningful consultation, deference to Tribal traditional knowledge, and 
repatriation. 

Policy Goal 
This Policy has been developed under the authority of the Office of the President at 
Chico State. The Campus houses Native American, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian (hereafter referred to as “Native American”) ancestors, cultural items, and 
cultural resources in multiple Departments, Programs, and Facilities. This Policy 
establishes a set of base requirements, processes, and procedures for the ongoing 
consultation, stewardship, and repatriation of Native American ancestors, cultural items, 
and cultural resources under the legal control of the Chico State. 

Scope 
This Policy establishes how the Office of Tribal Relations (hereafter referred to as 
“OTR”) will oversee consultation, documentation, stewardship, and repatriation of Native 
American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources under NAGPRA and/or 
CalNAGPRA. This Policy also outlines the procedures surrounding consultation, 
acquisition, documentation, care, exhibition, research, and lending of Native American 
cultural resources that are not subject to NAGPRA or CalNAGPRA as determined 
through consultation or legally demonstrated through right of possession. 

This Policy applies to NAGPRA collections including all Native American ancestors, 
cultural items, and cultural resources currently held or acquired by Campus 
Departments, Programs, and Facilities owned, operated, or funded by Chico State, 
including campus auxiliaries, employees acting under their official capacity as a 
University employee, students, and research by Chico State faculty, staff, students, or 
affiliates, regardless of funding or funding source. The Policy does not apply to privately 
owned personal belongings or Native American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural 
resources not under the legal control of the University, including those under the legal 
control of state and federal agencies. All internal policies and procedures for 
Departments, Programs, or Facilities that house or may potentially house Native 
American ancestors, cultural items, or cultural resources are subject to this Campus 
Policy and must abide by state and federal laws, regulations, and statutes related to the 
repatriation of Native American Ancestors and Cultural items under NAGPRA and 
CalNAGPRA. 

 

 
3 AB-275: Native American cultural preservation, Ramos, 2020. 
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Native American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources can include both the 
tangible and intangible, including art and 3D objects, X-rays, drawings, maps, 
correspondence, audio, photographs, DNA, casts, samples, and test results. 

Statement of Stewardship 
Chico State4, OTR, and other Departments, Programs, and Facilities outlined in this 
Policy recognize that Native American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources 
are the intellectual property and cultural heritage of diverse Native American Tribes and 
communities. We are honored to steward and help facilitate care based on Tribal 
consultation. Processes and procedures around care and stewardship will be 
determined on a case-by-case basis. Similarly, Tribal knowledge may change or evolve 
with time and be dependent on consulting parties. This Policy should be considered a 
living document that reflects Tribal sovereignty as it persists through changing social, 
political, and legal environments. 

NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA Overview 
Native American Ancestors, Cultural Items, and Cultural Resources at Chico State 

The Federal Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) was 
passed by the 101st Congress in 1990 to safeguard Native American graves and to set 
Policy for Native American ancestors, funerary items, and repatriation. California 
legislators passed the California Native American Graves Protection Act (CalNAGPRA) 
in 2001 and in 2020, California State Assembly member James Ramos introduced AB- 
275, which became law on January 1, 2022. Legislative Assembly, 2001; Legislative 
Assembly, 2020). When referring to NAGPRA, CalNAGPRA, AB-275, AB-389 
compliance, the term NAGPRA will be utilized. 

NAGPRA passed in 1990 to identify and return Native American human remains, 
associated funerary objects, unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects 
of cultural patrimony that are in the control of federally funded institutions. The law limits 
standing to lineal descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native Hawaiian Organizations. 
Congress envisioned the fulfillment of three primary goals in the development of the Act, 
“respecting the remains of the deceased; respecting the rights of American Indians; and 
empowering Indians to control their cultural identity.” These provisions structured the 
law as an Indian law for the benefit of Native Americans while also considering scientific 
interests. It is estimated by the Executive Director of the Association on American Indian 
Affairs that over 2 million deceased Native Americans have been removed from the 
earth and stored in the collections of museums, universities, and federal institutions. 

 
 
 
 

 
4 Chico State is defined as Campus Departments, Programs, and Facilities owned, operated, or funded by Chico 
State, including employees acting under their official capacity as a university employee, research by Chico State 
faculty, staff, students, or affiliates, regardless of funding or funding source, and Chico State students. 
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CalNAGPRA was passed in the state of California to address the gaps and 
shortcomings of the federal NAGPRA law. CalNAGPRA requires all agencies and 
museums that receive state funding and have possession or control of California Native 
American ancestors, associated funerary objects, unassociated funerary objects, sacred 
objects, and objects of cultural patrimony to actively engage in meaningful consultation 
with all potentially federally and non-federally recognized Tribes to determine the 
disposition of Native American ancestors and cultural items. 

NAGPRA Collection Defined 
A NAGPRA collection includes known Native American ancestors or cultural items 
defined by NAGPRA, as associated funerary objects, unassociated funerary objects, 
sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony5 for which the University cannot 
demonstrate right of possession. Right of possession is “ownership obtained with the 
voluntary consent of an individual or group that had authority of alienation.”  6

A potential NAGPRA collection is any holding the University cannot demonstrate right of 
possession for that consists of Native American ancestral remains or cultural material 
that has not undergone meaningful consultation with all potentially culturally affiliated 
Tribes to determine the presence of cultural items as defined by NAGPRA. 

Consultation 
For this Policy, meaningful consultation refers to: The exchange of information, open 
discussion, and joint deliberations made between all parties in good faith and in order 
to: 

(1.) Seek, discuss, and consider the views of all parties a manner that is 
cognizant of all parties’ cultural values; 

(2.) Strive for consensus, agreement, or mutually acceptable alternatives; and 

(3.) Enable meaningful consideration of the Native American traditional 
knowledge of lineal descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native Hawaiian 
organizations.7 

(4.) Where feasible, achieving agreement between all parties. 

Consultation between agencies or museums and California Indian Tribes shall be 
conducted in a manner that is respectful of Tribal sovereignty. Consultation also shall 
recognize the Tribes’ potential need for confidentiality with respect to Tribal traditional 
knowledge and all Tribal information shared during the consultation for the purposes of 
achieving the repatriation outcome of returning ancestors and their belongings to 
Tribes.8 

 
5 43 CFR 10.2 “cultural items” 
643 CFR 10.2 “right of possession” 
7 43 CFR 10.2 “Consultation or consult” 
8 Cal. Health & Saf. Code § 8012 subd. (e-k) 

4



 

  

  

The consultation process respects confidentiality, defers to Tribal traditional knowledge, 
and establishes protocols for care. Chico State recognizes the authority, knowledge, 
and expertise of Tribal Representatives and is committed to building trust and ongoing 
relationships through transparency and respect. 

Tribal Traditional Knowledge 
In accordance with AB-275, Chico State, 

Recognize(s) that California Indian Tribes have expertise with regard to their Tribal 
history and practices that concern the Native American human remains, cultural items 
and Tribal cultural resources with which they are traditionally and culturally affiliated and 
because the federal and state repatriation processes call for a sufficient degree analysis 
include Tribal traditional knowledge about the land and resources at issue in all 
decisions related to repatriation processes. This includes treating Tribal traditional 
knowledge as the authority with respect to determining cultural affiliation and the 
identification of cultural items so that it is given deferential weight to other lines of 
evidence. Tribal traditional knowledge meets the "reasonable" standard that is identified 
in California Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 2001.9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 AB-275: Native American cultural preservation, Ramos, 2020 
 

 

9 AB-275: Native American cultural preservation, Ramos, 2020



  

 
 

Section 2: Relevant Campus Departments, Programs, and Facilities 

 
OTR works with a range of Campus Departments, Programs, and Facilities who house 
Native American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources that are subject to 
NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA based on consultation. Departments, Programs, and 
Facilities that are known to or have the potential to house Native American ancestors, 
cultural items, and cultural resources must work with OTR to comply with this policy as 
well as state and federal law. 

This section details specific Departments, Programs, and Facilities known to house 
Native American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources and details their 
compliance practices and specific collections if necessary. This is not an exhaustive list 
of the Departments, Programs, or Facilities in compliance with this policy. 

Office of Tribal Relations 
OTR connects the Chico State Campus and auxiliaries with Native American students 
to provide access and social, emotional, and academic support. OTR is part of Chico 
State’s government-to-government relationships with Tribes and works to facilitate early 
and meaningful consultation and provide resources or assistance to projects and 
services led by Tribes. OTR aims to shape culturally sustaining, contributing individuals 
of Native communities and support Tribal enterprises through traditional knowledge and 
decolonial praxis.10 

OTR was established in January of 2018 with Rachel McBride-Praetorius as the 
Director. The creation of this position was strategically situated in the Office of the 
President to acknowledge government-to-government relationships with Tribes as 
sovereign nations. Chico State was the first in the CSU System with this structure. The 
Anthropology Department and OTR at Chico State began engaging in meaningful 
consultation with local Tribes in 2018 (See Section 4: Anthropology’s Role for more 
details). In 2022, OTR began the process of repatriating Native American ancestors and 
cultural items through NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA. 

Culturally Sensitive Storage Space (CSSS) 
The CSSS houses Native American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources 
that OTR stewards which are going through meaningful consultation with the 
appropriate Tribes, are awaiting repatriation, under the legal control of OTR, or being 
held-in-trust by OTR. The CSSS houses the Dean Silvers Collection and the 
Archaeologically Recovered Teaching Collection under the legal control of the Tribal 
Consortium. 

Anthropology Department: 
The Anthropology Department at Chico State was founded in 1967 and underscores 
four anthropological subdisciplines including cultural anthropology, archaeology, 
biological anthropology, and museum studies. The Department maintains Programs 
and Facilities including the Archaeology Curation Facility (ACF),  
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the Human Identification Laboratory (HIL), and the Valene L. Smith Museum of 
Anthropology (VLSMOA). 

The Anthropology Department, its faculty, staff, and students agree to abide by this 
Policy. OTR will be notified of all matters relating to Native American ancestors, cultural 
items, and cultural resources under the purview of the Anthropology Department. OTR 
will facilitate appropriate meaningful consultation and implement this policy. Any 
updated policies or procedures related to Native American ancestors, cultural items, 
and cultural resources in the possession, custody, or control of Chico State will conform 
to this Campus Policy. Below are outlined the Departments, Programs, and Facilities 
connected with the Anthropology Department, a brief history, and an overview of nature 
of these Programs and Facilities. 

Archaeological Collections Facility 
Chico State’s Anthropology Department historically has housed Native American 
ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources within the Archaeological Collections 
Facility (ACF). These archaeological sites represent Butte, Tehama, and Glenn 
Counties, Northern California, as well as larger North America and were recovered by 
Chico State faculty, staff, and students, cultural resource management (CRM) firms, or 
donated by private individuals. The ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources 
housed in the ACF are subject to NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA and are going through 
meaningful Tribal consultation with OTR to make those determinations. Only the sites 
that are under the legal control of Chico State are subject to this Policy. This Policy 
does not apply to archaeologically recovered sites under the legal control of State or 
Federal agencies. It is the responsibility of the State or Federal agencies who control 
these sites to conduct Tribal consultation and abide by State and Federal laws. 

Zooarchaeology Lab 
The Zooarchaeology Lab, as part of the ACF, houses approximately 2,000 faunal 
specimens from nearly 700 different species of modern fish, reptiles, birds, and 
mammals. This archive has been extremely valuable for its role in identifying non- 
human skeletal remains believed to be of forensic significance. In some cases, faunal 
elements included in this archive have been found to be cultural items associated with 
archeologically recovered NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA sites. 

Archaeological Research Program (ARP) 
ARP functions as a Cultural Resources Management (CRM) firm which provides 
professional experience executing Federal and State contracts from agencies under the 
Archaeological Resource Protection Act who are required to comply with NAGPRA and 
CalNAGPRA. Upon receipt of any proposal, ARP will contact OTR to communicate the 
general Plan of Action between the agency and Tribe(s). 
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Human Identification Lab (HIL) 
The HIL is a public service branch of the Anthropology Department that routinely works 
with law enforcement agencies to identify and analyze skeletal remains from 
medicolegal contexts. In cases where human remains are determined to be consistent 
with an archaeological Native American individual, the analyst completes a case report 
documenting their findings. This report is then submitted to the law enforcement agency 
or medical examiner’s office, who then is informed of their obligation to contact the 
Native American Heritage Commission within 48 hours. The HIL’s current practice is to 
return all Native American remains to the requesting agency upon completion of the 
report so that the agency can return these ancestors to the proper Tribal entity. In some 
cases, a determination of archaeological Native American origin can be made through 
examination of photographs, which does not require intaking the case into the HIL. All 
reports and documentation are maintained securely on an online storage cloud 
maintained by the University. 

Stable Isotope Preparation Lab 
The Stable Isotope Preparation Laboratory (SIPL) is used for analysis of the chemical 
makeup of organic and inorganic biological remains. SIPL supports work conducted by 
the HIL, maintains independent contracts for the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
and other organizations, and conducts isotope analysis on archaeological projects from 
a variety of global contexts. 

Valene L. Smith Museum of Anthropology (VLSMOA) 
Since its inception in 1970, the VLSMOA, under the Anthropology Department at Chico 
State, has served as a multifaceted educational facility and a leading model in the 
United States as a “teaching museum.” VLSMOA stewards ethnographic resources 
from around the world, contemporary Native and Indigenous art, Americana, and a 
range of pieces purchased or on loan for exhibitions. Many smaller collections 
stewarded by the VLSMOA, including the Dorothy Hill Collections, may contain Native 
American cultural items subject to NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA for which OTR will 
facilitate meaningful consultation. 

Northeast Information Center (NEIC) 
The NEIC an auxiliary of the Anthropology Department and is one of nine regional 
offices of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS), established 
by the California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) to maintain an inventory of the 
State’s historical resources. The Information Centers are non-profit organizations each 
serving a specific geographic area within the State of California. 

The NEIC houses, maintains, and disseminates more than 45,500 historical resource 
records including archaeological investigations, historical studies, evaluations, 
ethnographic studies, environmental planning documents, and consultation letters. The 
NEIC provides current archaeological, historical, and architectural information pertaining 
to the 11 counties within its coverage area to the following individuals and agencies: 
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(1.) Qualified professional consultants 
(2.) Federal and State agencies 
(3.) Planning departments  
(4.) Native American representatives  
(5.) Landowners 
(6.) Scholars and students 
 

Chico State believes that further consultation may be needed for these records that 
contain sensitive images and information. 

Meriam Library Special Collections (MLSPC) 
Dedicated in 1979, the MLSPC houses written and pictorial material regarding the 12- 
county region known as “Northeastern California.” Materials found in Special Collections 
are non-circulating items with unique characteristics of rarity, source, condition, form, or 
items relevant to Northeastern California. MLSPC currently houses Native American 
cultural and intellectual property, including manuscript collections, photographs, oral 
history interviews, maps, and unprocessed research materials. These Collections 
include objects that would potentially be considered culturally sensitive materials and 
cultural items under NAGPRA and need to be reviewed and consulted on. 

Other Campus Departments, Programs, Facilities, or Auxiliaries 
In addition to the Departments, Programs, and Facilities described this Policy, OTR 
recognizes potential existence of additional Native American ancestors, cultural items, 
and cultural resources not yet identified located elsewhere that would fall under this 
Policy.  
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Dean Silvers Collections 
The Dean Silvers Collection was donated to OTR in 2022. It is under the 
stewardship of OTR, but some aspects of care, education, storage, and outreach 
are in collaboration with the Valene L Smith Museum of Anthropology 
(VLSMOA). The Dean Silvers Collection is composed primarily of Native 
American ethnographic and contemporary art pieces. These pieces were created 
by and often purchased directly from Native and Indigenous individuals who 
made them for the purpose of sale. 



  

 
 

Dean Silvers kept detailed records demonstrating the right of possession, 
reflecting when, from whom, where, and for how much money pieces were 
purchased. The histories of the pieces are also detailed to include 
correspondence with artists, their families, backgrounds, and for many items in 
the Collection, purchase receipts. In the instances of gifts, these were made 
directly by the artist or maker and extensively documented. 

This Collection was donated with the explicit intent that it be used for educational 
purposes and accessed by K–12 students as well as Tribal Members. This is a 
living collection meant to be used in full compliance with NAGPRA and 
CalNAGPRA. 

Archaeologically Recovered Teaching Collection 
In 2024, Chico State transferred legal control of the Archaeology Teaching 
Collection to the Tribal Consortium of six Tribes from Butte, Tehama, and Glenn 
Counties. The Collection is composed of archaeologically recovered items 
originating historically from Chico State faculty, staff, and students’ field work 
primarily in the local area. The collection was never accessioned, and there is no
provenience or provenance documentation. The Collection is now legally 
controlled by the Tribal Consortium and is held in trust by OTR as a resource 
established by Tribal Request for cultural training and educational purposes.

 

 

Dorothy Hill Collections 
The VLSMOA houses three separate acts of stewardship from Dorothy Hill or her 
daughter Maggie Hill. Many items are from Northern California, including baskets 
and cradle boards that may be subject to NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA for which 
OTR will consult. These Collections also consist of ethnographic items originating 
from Latin America and Africa, which are not subject to NAGPRA, CalNAGPRA, 
nor this Policy. 

Dorothy Hill Collection 

The Meriam Library holds a significant collection (46 boxes, 20.42 linear feet; 5,720 
digital items) of ethnographic research conducted by Dorothy Hill. This includes 
audio tapes of elders and Tribal community members, photographs, drawings, and 
written documents. This Collection includes objects that would potentially be 
considered culturally sensitive materials and cultural items under NAGPRA and need
to be reviewed and consulted on.
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Section 3: Definitions of Terms used in this Policy 
 

The following is a glossary of terms utilized in repatriation and graves protection 
legislation including the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA)11 and its accompanying regulations,12 CalNAGPRA,13 AB-27514, and AB- 
38915. For purposes of readability and simplicity this glossary also includes terms 
specific to this Policy. 

Agency: Any division, department, bureau, commission, board, council, city, county, city 
and county, district, or other political subdivision of the state, excluding school 
districts.16 

All Potentially Affiliated Tribes: The extensive and comprehensive inclusion of all 
federally recognized and non-federally recognized Tribes that could be reasonably 
affiliated with or have a legal interest in particular ancestors and cultural items in the 
possession or control of the University. For archaeologically recovered ancestors and 
cultural items, this includes all federally recognized and non-federally recognized Tribes 
currently, historically, and/or aboriginally connected to the site location by county based 
on the NAHC Contact list. For ethnographic items, this includes all federally recognized 
and non-federally recognized Tribes who are broadly related to the region and culture 
group from whom an item may have originated based on Tribal traditional knowledge. 

American Indian: is a term used to refer to the original peoples living within what is now 
the United States prior to European contact. American Indian has a specific legal 
context because federal Law, Federal Indian Law, and the U.S. Office of Management 
and Budget through the U.S. Census Bureau uses this language. Whenever possible, it 
is best to use the name of an individual’s particular Tribe, community, or nation; for 
example, “Maidu” are the original Peoples of the Chico area, and they are also 
“American Indian,” “Native American,” and “Indigenous”. " Many Tribes’ legal names 
include the usage of this language through the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Excluding when 
federal or state laws are being referred to, this Policy will use the term Native or Native 
American. 

 

 
11 25 U.S.C. §§ 3001-13 
12 43 C.F.R. §§ 10.1-.17 
13 California Health & Safety Code §§ 8010-30 
14 AB-275: Native American cultural preservation, Ramos, 2020 
15 AB-389, Ramos, 2023 
16 Cal. Health & Saf. Code § 8012 subd. (a) 
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Ancestral Remains: are physical remains of the body of a person of Native American 
ancestry. Although laws such as NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA utilize the term, “human 
remains,” this is not the language preferred by Tribes. In this Policy, “ancestor” or 
“ancestral remains” will be used where possible to refer to archaeologically recovered 
Native American relatives. 

Associated Funerary Object: Any funerary object related to human remains that were 
removed, and the location of the human remains is known. Any object made exclusively 
for burial purposes or to contain human remains is always an associated funerary object 
regardless of the physical location or existence of any related human remains.17 

Burial Site: means, except for cemeteries and graveyards protected or recognized 
under another state law, a natural or prepared physical location, whether originally 
below, on, or above the surface of the earth, into which human remains were deposited 
as a part of the death rites or ceremonies of a culture.18 

California Indian Tribe: means any Tribe located in California to which any of the 
following applies, it meets the definition of Indian Tribe under NAGPRA,19 it is not 
recognized by the Federal Government, but is Indigenous to the territory that is now 
known as the State of California, and both of the following apply: 

(1.) It is listed in the Bureau of Indian Affairs Branch of Acknowledgement.20 

(2.) It is determined by the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to be 
a Tribe that is eligible to participate in the repatriation process set forth in this 
chapter. The NAHC shall publish a document that lists the California Tribes 
meeting these criteria, as well as authorized representatives to act on behalf 
of the Tribe in matters pertaining to repatriation.21 

Commission: refers to the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) established 
pursuant to the Public Resources Code that there is in state government a Native 
American Heritage Commission, consisting of nine members appointed by the Governor 
with the advice and consent of the Senate.22 

Control: Having a legal interest in ancestral remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, 
or objects of cultural patrimony sufficient to lawfully permit the museum or Federal 
agency to treat the objects as property of the museum or agency regardless of whether 
the ancestral remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony 

 

 
18 Cal. Health & Saf. Code § 8012 subd. (a) 
19 25 U.S.C. Sec. 3001 et seq. 
20 The Office of Federal Acknowledgment (OFA) within the Office of the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs of the 
Department of the Interior (Department) implements Part 83 of Title 25 of the Code of Federal Regulations (25 CFR 
Part 83), Procedures for Federal Acknowledgment of Indian Tribes. Office of Federal Acknowledgment (OFA) |  
Indian Affairs (bia.gov). Accessed 5/16/204. 
21 Cal. Health & Saf. Code § 8012 subd. (c) 
22 Section 5097.91 
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are in the physical custody of the museum or Federal agency. Generally, a museum or 
Federal agency that has loaned ancestral remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or 
objects of cultural patrimony to another individual, museum, or Federal agency is 
considered to retain control of those ancestral remains, funerary objects, sacred 
objects, or objects of cultural patrimony for purposes of these regulations.23 Ancestors 
and cultural items on loan to an agency or museum from another person, agency, or 
museum shall be deemed to be in the control of the lender.24 

Consultation: The meaningful and timely process of seeking, discussing, and 
considering carefully the views of others, in a manner that is cognizant of all parties’ 
cultural values and, where feasible, achieving agreement. Consultation between 
agencies of museums California Indian Tribes shall be conducted in a manner that is 
respectful of Tribal sovereignty. Consultation also shall recognize the Tribes’ potential 
need for confidentiality with respect to Tribal traditional knowledge and all Tribal 
information shared during the consultation.25 

To consult means the exchange of information, open discussion, and joint deliberation 
made between all parties in good faith and in order to: 

(1.) Seek, discuss, and consider the views of all parties; 

(2.) Strive for consensus, agreement, or mutually acceptable alternatives; and  

(3.) Enable meaningful consideration of the Native American traditional 
knowledge of lineal descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native Hawaiian 
Organizations.  26

Cultural Affiliation: A relationship of shared group identity which can be reasonably 
traced historically or prehistorically between a present-day Indian Tribe or Native 
Hawaiian organization and an identifiable earlier group.27 Cultural affiliation is 
established when the preponderance of the evidence—based on geographical, kinship, 
biological, archeological, linguistic, folklore, oral tradition, historical evidence, or other 
information or expert opinion—reasonably leads to such a conclusion.28 

Cultural Items: Ancestral remains, associated funerary objects, unassociated funerary 
objects, sacred objects, cultural patrimony.29 An item is not precluded from being a 
cultural item solely because of its age.30 

 
 

 
23 43 CFR 10.2 (a)(3)(ii) 
24 Cal. Health & Saf. Code § 8012 subd. (f) 
25 Id., § 8012 subd. (e) 
26 43 CFR 10.2 “Consultation or consult” 
27 25 USC 3001 (2) 
28 43 CFR 10.2 “cultural affiliation” 
29 25 USC 3001 (3) 
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Cultural Resources: In this document, the term cultural resource will be used in place 
of terms such as artifact, material, property, or heritage. It will refer to Native American 
cultural resources that are not associated funerary objects, unassociated funerary 
objects, sacred objects, and/or objects of cultural patrimony under NAGPRA, as 
determined through meaningful consultation, and for which the University can 
demonstrate right of possession.31 

Culturally Unidentifiable: Cultural items for which no culturally affiliated present-day 
Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization can be determined.32 This term is no 
longer utilized to exempt this category of human remains from NAGPRA.  33

Custody: Having an obligation to care for the object or item but not a sufficient interest 
in the object or item to constitute possession or control. In general, custody through a 
loan, lease, license, bailment, or other similar arrangement is not a sufficient interest to 
constitute possession or control, which resides with the loaning, leasing, licensing, 
bailing, or otherwise transferring museum or Federal agency.  34

Documentation: This Policy replaces the standard museum terminology of accession to 
recognize the nature of the University’s stewardship and potentially temporary care of 
cultural resources. The term documentation process as used in this Policy reflects the 
actions normally considered part of the accession process. 

Entity: A person, partnership, organization, museum, or business that has a legal and 
separately identifiable existence. 

Federal agency Official: Any individual authorized by delegation of authority within a 
federal agency to perform the duties relating to these regulations.35 

Federal Agency: Any department, agency, or instrumentality of the United States. Such 
term does not include the Smithsonian Institution.36 

Federal Lands: Any land other than Tribal lands which are controlled or owned by the 
United States, including lands selected by but not yet conveyed to Alaska Native 
Corporations and groups organized pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of 1971.37 In the United States "control" refers to those lands not owned by the 
United States but in which the United States has a legal interest sufficient to permit it to 
apply these regulations.38 

 
 
 

31 25 U.S.C. § 3001(13) 
32 Id., 10.9 (d)(2) 
33 Id., 10.3 
34 Id., 10.2 
35 Id., 10.2 (a)(2) 
36 25 USC 3001 (4) 
37 Id., (5) 
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Federal Recognition: The “legal acknowledgement” of the sovereign and distinct  
political  status  of  Tribal  nations  by  the  U.S.  Federal  government.  It  establishes  a  political 
and legal relationship between a Tribe and the U.S., which carries rights  and  
responsibilities  for both parties,  potentially entitling Tribes to certain federal resources  
that  trigger the operation of an entire body  of  federal law including eligibility for  
advancing repatriation claims under NAGPRA.  

There  are  currently  574  federally  recognized  Native  American  and  Alaska  Native  Tribes  
and villages;  109 of  those are in the state of  California. Many Native California Tribes  
remain federally unrecognized and are currently petitioning the U.S. government for  
recognition. Non-recognized Tribes  face the daunting task of submitting applications  
that satisfy  extensive and often confusing criteria that includes  historical data and 
“legitimate” evidence to document a substantially continuous Tribal  existence.39 

39  https://www.bia.gov/faqs/what-federally-recognized-Tribe/  What  is  a  federally  recognized  Tribe.  Accessed  
5/9/2024.  

Following in the spirit of NAGPRA  and in recognition of California and National level  
efforts  to  disenfranchise  Native  communities  by  limiting  federal  recognition,  the  policies  
laid out in this document will be applied to both federally recognized and unrecognized 
Tribes.  

Federal  Register: The  official  daily  publication  for  rules,  proposed  rules,  and  notices  of 
Federal  agencies and  organizations,  as well  as executive  orders and other presidential  
documents. The Federal Register is  published by the Office of the Federal Register,  
National  Archives and Records Administration (NARA)’s Office of the Federal Register  
(OFR).40  

40  https://www.archived.gov/federal-register/the-federal-register/about.html.  About  the  Federal  Register.  
Accessed 5/9/2024.  

Funerary  Object: Any  object  reasonably  believed  to  have  been  placed  intentionally  with  
or near  human remains. A funerary  object is  any object connected,  either at the time of  
death or later, to a death rite or ceremony  of  a Native American culture according to the 
Native American traditional knowledge of a lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native 
Hawaiian organization. This term does not include any object returned or distributed to 
living persons according to traditional custom  after a death rite or ceremony. Funerary  
objects  are either associated funerary objects or unassociated funerary objects.41 

41  43  CFR  10.2”funerary  object”  

Finalized  Inventories  and  Summaries:  The  status  of  an  inventory  or  summary  on  the  
CalNAGPRA Inventories and Summaries Database maintained by  the NAHC shall be 
changed from preliminary to final once all responding California Indian Tribes listed in 
the inventory or summary concur with the information.42  An inventory or summary that  
has been finalized may be moved back to preliminary status  at the request of  a  

42  Cal.  Health  &  Saf.  Code  §  8013,  subd.  (j)(2).  
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consulting  California  Indian  Tribe  if  inaccuracies  are  found  in  the  finalized  inventory  or 
summary prior to repatriation.43  

43  Id.,  §  8013,  subd.  (j)(3).  
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Holding  or  Collection:  An  accumulation  of  one  or  more  objects,  items,  or  human  
remains for any temporary or permanent  purpose, including:  academic interest,  
accession,  catalog,  comparison,  conservation,  education,  examination,  exhibition,  
forensic purposes, interpretation, preservation, public benefit, research,  scientific  
interest, or  study.44  

44  43  CFR  10.2  “Holding  or  collection”  

Inadvertent  Discovery: The  unanticipated  encounter  or  detection  of  ancestral  remains,  
funerary  objects, sacred objects,  or objects of cultural patrimony found under  or on the 
surface of Federal  or Tribal lands.45  

45  43  CFR  10.2(g)(4)  

Indigenous  Peoples:  Refers  to  the  original  peoples  living  on  a  land  prior  to  contact  
with settler  populations that have a shared political identity  and pre-existing  
sovereignty, such as  “Mechoopda”  or “Sami,”  and  is the equivalent  of  saying “the  
American  people.” Indigenous is the most encompassing term, as there are Indigenous  
peoples on every continent throughout the world. In this Policy,  the term Indigenous is  
used to reference OTR’s work with groups outside of the United States and the 
existence of Indigenous cultural resources in  the possession and/or  legal control of the 
University.  

Intentional Excavation:  The planned archeological removal  of ancestral remains,  
funerary  objects,  sacred  objects,  or  objects  of  cultural  patrimony  found  under  or  on  the 
surface of Federal  or Tribal lands.46  

46  25  U.S.C.  3002(c)  

Inventory:  A  simple  itemized  list  of  any  ancestors  and  associated  funerary  objects  in  a 
holding or collection that incorporates the results of Tribal consultation. An inventory  
must include the names of all consulting parties and dates of consultation and the 
information, updated as appropriate through  consultation, from the itemized list.  For  
each entry in the itemized list,  a determination identifying one of the following:  

(1.)  A known lineal descendant. 

(2.) The Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization with cultural affiliation that is 
clearly identified by the information available about the human remains or 
associated funerary objects. 

(3.) The Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization with cultural affiliation that is 
reasonably identified by the geographical location or acquisition history of the 
human remains or associated funerary objects; or 



  

 
 

    
             

  
 

 

           

          

 

(4.) No  lineal  descendant  or  any  Indian  Tribe  or  Native  Hawaiian  organization  with  
cultural affiliation can be clearly or reasonably identified. The inventory must  
briefly describe how  the determination was  made.47 

47  43  CFR  10.10  (d)(1)(iii)  
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Lineal Descendant: A living person tracing ancestry, either by means of traditional 
Native American kinship systems, or by the common-law system of descent, to a known 
individual whose human remains, funerary objects, or sacred objects are subject to this 
part, 

or 

A living person tracing ancestry,  either by  means of traditional Native American kinship 
systems, or by the common-law system  of  descent, to all the known individuals  
represented by comingled human remains (example: the human remains of two 
individuals  have  been  comingled,  and  a  living  person  can  trace  ancestry  directly  to  both 
deceased individuals.48  

48  43  CFR  10.2  “Lineal  descendant”  

Museum: According to the International Council of Museums, a museum is 

a not-for-profit,  permanent institution in the service of society that researches, collects,  
conserves, interprets and exhibits tangible and intangible heritage.  Open to the public,  
accessible  and  inclusive,  museums  foster  diversity  and  sustainability.  They  operate  and 
communicate  ethically,  professionally  and  with  the  participation  of  communities,  offering 
varied experiences for  education, enjoyment,  reflection, and knowledge sharing.49 

49  Museum  Definition  - International  Council  of  Museums  -International  Council  of  Museums  (icom.museum)   
International Council of Museums, 2022. Accessed 5/7/2024  

This Policy will also utilize the legal definitions of “museum”. 

In CalNAGPRA “museum”  means an agency, museum,  person, or entity, including a 
higher  educational institution, that received state funds after January 1, 2002, from  a 
state agency through a grant, loan, or contract, other than a procurement contract, or  
other  arrangement  by  which  a  state  agency  makes  available  aid  in  the  form  of  funds.  50  

50  Cal.  Health  &  Saf.  Code  §  8013  subd.  (i)  

Under  NAGPRA,  “museum”  means  any  institution  or  State  or  local  government  agency  
(including any institution of  higher learning) that has possession or control of human 
remains or cultural items and receives Federal funds. The term does not include the 
Smithsonian Institution.  51

51  43  CFR  10.2  “Museum”  

Native  American:  is  the  generally  accepted  term  when  referring  to  the  original  
inhabitants  of North America.  

Notice of Intended Repatriation: (NIR): NAGPRA template describing a summary  
developed  in  Tribal  consultation  of  unassociated  funerary  objects,  sacred  objects,  and  

https://icom.museum/en/resources/standards-guidelines/museum-definition/


  

 
 

            
             

 

             

 

objects  of  cultural patrimony  in the  possession or control of the  museum or institution. A  
NIR includes  determinations  about cultural  affiliation, the total number and brief  
description of  the unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects,  and/or objects  of  
cultural  patrimony  (counted  separately  or  by  lot),  contact  information,  and  the  date  when 
repatriation may  occur  after 30 days of publication in the Federal Register.52  

52  43  CFR  10.9(f)  
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Notice of Inventory Completion (NIC):  NAGPRA template describing an inventory  
developed in Tribal consultation of human remains  and associated funerary  objects in 
the possession or control of the museum or institution. The NIC includes a  
determination about cultural affiliation, the total number of individuals and associated  
funerary  objects,  contact  information,  and  the  date  when  repatriation  may  occur  after  30 
days of publication in the Federal Register.53  

53  43  CFR  10.10(e)  

Object of Cultural  Patrimony:  An object that has  ongoing historical, traditional, or  
cultural importance central to a Native American group, including any constituent sub- 
group (such as a band, clan, lineage, ceremonial society, or other subdivision),  
according to the Native American traditional knowledge of an Indian  Tribe or Native 
Hawaiian organization. An object  of cultural patrimony may have been entrusted to a  
caretaker,  along  with  the  authority  to  confer  that  responsibility  to  another  caretaker.  The  
object  must be reasonably identified as  being of such importance central to the group 
that it:  

(1.) Cannot or could not be alienated, appropriated, or conveyed by any person, 
including its caretaker, regardless of whether the person is a member of the 
group, and 

(2.) Must have been considered inalienable by the group at the time the object 
was separated from the group.54  

54  43  CFR  10.2  “Object  of  cultural  patrimony”  

Possession:  Having  physical custody of ancestral remains,  funerary objects, sacred 
objects, or objects  of cultural patrimony with a sufficient legal interest to lawfully treat  
the objects as  part of its collection for purposes of  these regulations. Generally, a 
museum or Federal  agency would not be considered to have possession of ancestral  
remains, funerary objects, sacred objects,  or  objects  of cultural patrimony on loan from  
another  individual,  museum,  or  Federal  agency.55  “Possession”  does  not  include  human  
remains and cultural items  over which the agency has control but that are currently  on 
loan to another person or entity.56  

55  43  CFR  10.2  “Possession  or  control”  
56  Cal.  Health  &  Saf.  Code  §  8012  subd.  (j)  

Preliminary Inventories and Summaries:  in the CalNAGPRA Inventories and 
Summaries Database  maintained by the NAHC shall be reviewed by all potentially  
culturally  affiliated  California  Indian  Tribes.  The  consulting  Tribes  shall  have  the  ability  



  

 
 

           
  

    
  

              

  
            

    

          
 

  

 

to concur or  disagree with the information in the preliminary inventory or  summary.  
Tribal concurrence,  disagreement,  or nonresponse shall be noted by the NAHC.  If a  
consulting  California  Indian  Tribe  disagrees  with  the  contents,  Chico  State  shall  either  
revise the  preliminary inventory or summary to correct the  disputed information or the 
NAHC shall offer to initiate dispute resolution.57  

57  Id.,  §  8013,  subd.  (j)(1).  

19 

Preponderance of the Evidence: Is an evidentiary standard that indicates a particular fact 
or event was more likely than not to have occurred. 

Reasonable:  Fair, proper, rational,  and suitable under the circumstances. Tribal  
traditional  knowledge  can  and  should  be  used  to  establish  reasonable  conclusions  with  
respect to determining cultural affiliation and identifying cultural items.58  The  
Department of Interior states  that “reasonable”  means  both the procedure to make a  
determination  and  the  determination  itself  are  “in  accordance  with  reason,”  “not  extreme 
or excessive,”  and “moderate, fair.”59  

58  Cal.  Health  &  Saf.  Code  §  8012  subd.  (l)  
59  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/reasonable,  Accessed  12/1/2023  

Repatriation: A  museum  or Federal agency  relinquishes possession or control of  
ancestors  and/or  cultural  items  in  a  holding  or  collection  to  a  lineal  descendant,  Indian 
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization.60  

60  43  CFR  10.2  “Repatriation”  

Right  of  possession:  Possession  or  control  obtained  with  the  voluntary  consent  of  a 
person or group that  had authority of  alienation. Right of possession is given through 
the original  acquisition of:  

(1.) An unassociated funerary object, a sacred object, or an object of cultural 
patrimony from an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization with the 
voluntary consent of a person or group with authority to alienate the object; or 

(2.) Human remains or associated funerary objects which were exhumed, 
removed, or otherwise obtained with full knowledge and consent of the next of 
kin or, when no next of kin is ascertainable, the official governing body of the 
appropriate Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization.61  

61  43  CFR  10.2  “Right  of  possession”  

Sacred Object:  Specific ceremonial objects  which are needed by  traditional Native 
American  religious  leaders  for  the  practice  of  traditional  Native  American  religions  by 
their present-day adherents.62  

6243  CFR  10.2  “Sacred  object”  

Sovereignty and Self-Determination are terms used to recognize the independent 
power of Tribal governance. Sovereignty is political power, expressed through the 
authority of a state to govern itself. Native American sovereignty refers to Tribes’ 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/reasonable


  

 
 

          
 

 

independent nationhood with the explicit right  to self-governance. U.S. law recognizes  
that  each federally recognized Tribe is inherently sovereign as they  pre-date the U.S.  
government. Tribal sovereignty is  not derived from the U.S. government  or any  prior  
colonial structure. Many Tribal Nations continue t o recognize their inherent sovereignty  
on their land bases regardless of federal recognition status. Self-determination,  
according  to  the  United  Nations  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  is the 
ability  for  a  Tribe  to,  “freely  determine  their  political  status  and  pursue  economic,  social,  
and cultural development.”63  

63  United  Nations  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples:  United  Nations  Resolution  adopted  by  the   
General Assembly on 13 September 2007"  . United Nations. 2007. Accessed 5/1/2024.  
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State  Aboriginal Territory:  Lands identified  as aboriginally occupied by  one or  more 
California Indian Tribes. State aboriginal territory may be recognized by  any  of the 
following: consultation with California Indian Tribes, treaties, including those agreed to 
but  not  ratified,  a  final  judgment  of  the  Federal  Indian  Claims  Commission  or  the  United  
States Court  of Claims, an act  of the United States Congress, or an executive order.64  

64  Cal.  Health  &  Saf.  Code  §  8012  subd.(m)  

Stewardship:  will  be  utilized  in  this  document  to  refer  to  the  legal,  cultural,  and  ethical  
obligations of the University associated with the possession and/or legal control  of  
Native  American  cultural  resources.  This  word  will  be  in  place  of  terms  such  as  “curate”,  
“acquisition,” and “ ownership.”  

Summary:  A document that summarizes collections or  holdings of unassociated 
funerary  objects, sacred objects,  or objects of cultural patrimony in the possession or  
control  of  a  federally  funded  agency  or  museum.  A  summary  must  include  the  estimated 
number and a general description of  the hol ding or  collection, including any potential  
cultural items,  the geographical location (provenience) by county or State where the 
potential cultural items  originated, the acquisition history (provenance) of the potential  
cultural  items,  and  other  information  regarding  affiliation  and  categorization  of  the  object  
under NAGPRA  as well as the presence of  any hazardous substances.65  

65  43  CFR  10.2  “Summary”  

Treaties:  Contracts between sovereign nations. In the context of Native Americans,  
Native Hawaiian Organizations, and Alaskan Natives, treaties  are contracts  between  
Tribal governments  and the U.S. federal government. Nearly all the treaties that were 
signed and ratified were eventually broken by the U.S.  government,  or never ratified,  
particularly  in  California.  The  California  state  legislature  requested  the  U.S.  Senate  not  
to ratify  eighteen treaties from 1851-1852. Treaties serve as the basis for Native 
American rights  to sovereignty, territory, water, legal jurisdiction, religious freedom,  
hunting grounds, and other  rights.  66  

66  Native  American  and  Indigenous  Peoples  FAQs  - UCLA  Equity,  Diversity  &  Inclusion  Native  American  and 
Indigenous Peoples FAQs  - UCLA Equity, Diversity  & Inclusion. Accessed 5/1/2024.  

Tribal Resources: are CalNAGPRA Inventories and Summaries that have not yet 
undergone Tribal consultation and therefore have not met the requirements to be 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://equity.ucla.edu/know/resources-on-native-american-and-indigenous-affairs/native-american-and-indigenous-peoples-faqs/


  

 
 

            
  

       

 
           

  

        
 
 

 

considered a preliminary inventory  or Summary. These records  are uploaded into the 
CalNAGPRA Inventories and Summaries Database maintained by  the NAHC. Tribal  
Resources  are  the  equivalent  of  “itemized  lists”  that  have  not  been  consulted  on  under  
NAGPRA.67  

67  Cal.  Health  and  Saf.  Code  §8013  subd.  Subd.  (b)(1)(D)  
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Tribal Traditional Knowledge:  Knowledge systems  embedded and often safeguarded  
in  the  traditional  culture  of  California  Indian  Tribes  and  lineal  descendants,  including,  but  
not  limited  to,  knowledge  about  ancestral  territories,  cultural  affiliation,  traditional  cultural  
properties, and landscapes, culturescapes, traditional ceremonial and funerary  
practices, lifeways, customs  and traditions, climate,  material culture,  and subsistence.  
Tribal  traditional  knowledge  is  expert  opinion.68  

68Id.,  §8012  subd.  (p)  

Tribal D esignee:  refers  to  the  point  of  contact  designated  by  Tribal  Leader(s)  to  consult  
on behalf of a Tribe concerning all matters pertaining to activities enumerated in the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, California Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, including the Government  Code,  and the  
California Health and Safety Code.  

Tribe: Any Tribe, band, nation,  or other organized group or community of Indians,  
including any Alaska Native village69  which is  recognized as eligible for the special  
programs and services provided by  the  United States  to I ndians because  of their  status 
as  Indians.70  This  is  the  same  as  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  list  of  federally  recognized 
Indian Tribes.  

69  Thomas,  Monica  E.  "The  Alaska  Native  Claims  Settlement  Act:  Conflict  and  Controversy". alaskool.org.  Polar  
Record,  23(142):  27-36 (1986).  Cambridge University  Press.  Accessed 5/1/2024.  
70  25  USC  3001  (7)  

Unassociated  Funerary  Object:  Any  funerary  object  that  is  not  an  associated  funerary  
object  and is identified  by a preponderance of the evidence as one or more of the 
following:  

(1.) Related to human remains but the human remains were not removed, or the 
location of the human remains is unknown, 

(2.) Related to specific individuals or families, 

(3.) Removed from a specific burial site of an individual or individuals with 
cultural affiliation to an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization, or 

(4.) Removed from a specific area where a burial site of an individual or 
individuals with cultural affiliation to an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian 
organization is known to have existed, but the burial  site  is  no  longer  extant.71  

71  43  CFR  10.2  (d)(2)  

http://www.alaskool.org/projects/ancsa/articles/mthomas/ancsa_conflict.htm


  

 
 

 

     
 

 

    
  

     
   

   
   

               
   

      
   

  

     

 
 

            
 

  
  

   
   

              
 

   
               
           
             

  
  

    
         

               
 

     
  

    
            

    

Section 4: History of Injustice 

Context 

Colonialism enabled the study of history, culture, physical biology, and languages of 
non-European peoples who were seen as ancient or primitive. During the late 19th 
century, European colonial powers “scrambled” for control of Africa, leading to an 
increased interest in the Indigenous peoples of Africa. European researchers set 
themselves as objective observers in the study of the exotic “other” and helped in 
investigating the best ways of “administering” Indigenous people. Colonialism is the 
nationalistic idea that it is necessary to expand national control over other lands even if 
there are already people living there. Those lands became subsidiaries of the colonist 
country and an extension of that empire. Colonialism means that any wealth found in 
the form of natural resources, ideas and physical labor or slavery could be used and 
fueled the riches of the colonizing nation. 

History of Colonization and Genocide 

When we talk about colonialism today, we are usually talking about the effects of 
colonialism. When empires spread out to other lands, they were often inhabited by 
Indigenous peoples living within their own societies and cultures. It became necessary 
for colonizers to solve the question of how to manage and assimilate the people they 
encountered into their own empire. The easiest way for colonizers to confront this 
‘problem’ was to either kill, enslave, or subjugate the people they encountered. 
Colonizing cultures also strived to destroy these cultures, while ignoring their histories 
and replacing them with their own. A normative understanding of the colonizing culture 
was then represented due to its dominance and reach over newly colonized lands. The 
erasure of Indigenous cultures, structural injustices, and the prejudices attached to the 
colonial mindset all came together to further bolster a colonial hegemonic dominance 
over the “new world,” and its effects are still felt today. When we consider the centuries-
long displacement and severance of Indigenous peoples from their ancestral lands and 
ways of life, we can more deeply understand the long-lasting effects of colonialism that 
Indigenous peoples still face today such as unresolved historical trauma and higher 
rates of suicide, alcohol and drug abuse, domestic violence, and child abuse. 
Specifically, in the United States, the idea of “Manifest Destiny” was the impetus for 
westward expansion. Manifest Destiny embodied the idea that white Euro-Americans 
were ordained by God to settle the entire continent of North America and connect the 
East and West Coast. 

European settlers and their descendants considered their lifeways superior to those of 
Indigenous peoples. European thought is concerned with an inherent hierarchy to life. 
This is a very ordered and strictly defined understanding of the world, that contrasts 
greatly with most Indigenous understandings of the world. European thought tended to 
consider humans as separate from nature and occupying an elevated role apart from 
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the  natural  world.  In  contrast,  Indigenous  spiritual  beliefs  tend  to  include  human 
existence as  a part of  nature,  as  an interconnected strand in the web of life.  

There is also the difference in the management of lands, where Indigenous lifeways  
tended to focus  on stewardship and reciprocity, which favored sustainability and a  
careful  management  of  the  land.  Obviously,  while  there  were  outliers  and  examples  of 
times  when Indigenous  peoples mismanaged the lands they  occupied, overall their  
cultural  lifeways  favored  careful  management,  having  multiple  food  sources  (so  as  not  
to exhaust what was available), and working with the land and what  it had to offer.  
European thought generally favored exploitation of the environment for international  
trade that would benefit and further accumulate the coffers of the nation. Indigenous  
peoples  and  their  cultural  lifestyles  did  not  fit  within  the  European  push  for  complete  and 
total  domination of the region they came to call the new world. This cultural clash placed 
Indigenous peoples and their way of living under immense pressure and threatened to 
erase their cultures.  

The  immense  death  and  near  total  erasure  of  Indigenous  peoples  and  their  cultures  was  
until very recently seen as a “necessary evil” or “unintended consequence” to the 
progress  of European civilization across the United States.72  But it is important to 
understand that there were direct policies and actions perpetrated by European settlers  
and their descendants  that  aimed to push aside, if  not completely destroy,  Indigenous  
peoples and their cultures. This mode of thought  elevated and further crystallized the  
notion that  a European way of life and thinking was at the top of a hierarchy that  
indicated Indigenous ways of life as  backward and an impediment to  the progress of  
civilization.  

72  Brendan  C.  Lindsay,  Murder  State:  California’s  Native  American  Genocide,  1846-1873  (Lincoln  and  London:  
University of Nebraska Press,  2012), ix  
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Anthropology’s  Role  in  Colonialism  

In  the  United  States  the  discipline  of  anthropology  is  entwined  with  the  colonial  project  
that was being pursued by European countries. The spread of colonialism enabled 
museums  to  extract  information,  countless  items,  ancestral  remains,  and  oral  histories  
in order to not  only build exhibits that  displayed the conditions  of t he  “other”  but  also to 
learn about their own culture by contrast and comparison.  

In  the  United  States,  the  end  of  the  late  19th  century  marked  the  end  of  the  Indian Wars  
in  the  American  West  and  the  onset  of  reservation  life  for  many  American  Indians. The 
Dawes Act  of 1887 benefited white Americans who were able to gain the newly opened 
land created by  the Dawes Act,  which led to Euromerican settlement of those lands.  
The Dawes  Act  also encouraged assimilation of American Indians by encouraging them  
to adopt Western individualism. By  the early  20th century, federally funded boarding 
schools were providing further  assimilation by acculturating Indian youth.  



  

 

              
  

 

The passage of the Antiquities Act in 1906 established the groundwork for preserving 
both cultural  and natural resources  on federal and Indian lands. However, it did not  
acknowledge  Native  Americans  as  the  stewards  of  their  own  interests  and  of  their  past  
and culture.  

In the early  20th century, anthropologists working in California instituted a program  of  
“salvage ethnography” to document  Native  American cultures. This  was based  on  the 
idea that Native culture was destined to disappear through the system of forced 
assimilation.  Attention was  focused on trying to reconstruct pre-colonial lifeways of  
Native people. Little regard was  given to the fact that Native cultures are dynamic  
systems that  were  persisting  and  adapting  despite  the  horrors  of  colonization  and  forced 
assimilation. Contemporary practices  and concerns of Native Californians were 
generally  ignored.  The  focus  on  documenting  pre-colonial  lifeways  perpetuated  the  false 
notion that traditional  Native California culture had largely disappeared by the twentieth 
century  and that Native people had been assimilated.  

“Salvage archaeology” grew out of this  approach to studying Native Californians in the  
1930s. Rapid development was  destroying archaeological sites  and university-based 
researchers  attempted  to  collect  as  much  data  as  possible  from  them  before  they  were 
destroyed. Great  attention was  paid to burial  mounds, particularly in the Bay  Area and  
Central Valley, and large collections  of ancestors and burial objects  were accumulated  
by universities, including many in the California State University (CSU) system.  
Researchers relied on the ethnographies created by early  20th century anthropologists  
to  interpret  their  findings,  and  contemporary  Native  Californians  were largely excluded 
from  the process.  

After  the  Anthropology  Department  at  Chico  State  was  founded  in  1967,  archaeological  
projects were undertaken by professors on private land in the Sacramento Valley  
region. Some projects were conducted after  the inadvertent discovery  of  ancestors by  
landowners, while others were for the purposes of research. From the 1960s through 
the 1980s, these projects produced several collections  of ancestors  and burial objects  
which were housed at  Chico State. These collections were used for teaching and 
research during this  period.  

In the wake of the passage of the NAGPRA law in 1990 and CalNAGPRA in 2001,  
anthropology departments  around California, including Chico State’s Anthropology  
Department,  began  to  reconsider  the  use  of  ancestors  and  funerary  objects  for  teaching 
and research. The Anthropology Department  began consulting with affiliated Tribes on 
new archaeological projects and creating an inventory of  all ancestors and funerary  
objects. Due to the large size of its collection and limited financial support  from the  
University  and  the  larger  CSU  system  to  assist  with  these  efforts,  the  inventory  process  
took  a considerable amount  of time, delaying the repatriation process.  

The formation of the Chico State Office of Tribal Relations lead to the University’s 
acknowledgment of legal and moral responsibilities to comply with NAGPRA and 
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CalNAGPRA legislation and allowing consultation for repatriation to begin in 2018. The 
update to the CalNAGPRA law that  occurred in 2020 and 2024 greatly expanded the 
scope of cultural items  that can be included in repatriation.  Since 2018, the Chico State  
Anthropology  Department  and  the  Office  of  Tribal  Relations  have  been  working  together  
to comply with NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA regulations with the goal  of repatriating all  
Native American ancestors and cultural items that are under the legal control of the 
University.  

Chico State and the Chico State Anthropology Department apologizes for negative 
impacts or harm  to Native American communities, identities, and cultures caused by  
past research. The Department is working to heal the rift with Tribal  communities  
through processes  of transparency, respect, truth,  and cooperation that help preserve 
and  uphold  the  state’s  cultural  heritage.  The  Department  of  Anthropology  is  committed 
to meaningful engagement and collaboration with the Office of Tribal Relations.  

California  History  

Tribes have inhabited the region now known as California since time immemorial,  
nurturing the balance of California’s diverse ecological  systems  into the present  day.73  

California has what is  known as a Mediterranean climate, which is characterized by its  
hot,  dry summers, and cool, wet winters. The region is  also distinguished by its vast  
ecological  and environmental diversity. For  millennia, California Indians  managed and 
shaped the land through various  means, such as “periodic purposeful burning”  and  
horticultural  practices,  such  as  plant  gathering,  weeding,  and  dispersal.74  These  periodic  
and sustained practices shaped and abetted the diversity of California’s environment  
over thousands  of years, with California Indians serving as important stewards in  
maintaining  the  balance  and  heterogeneity  of  California’s  ecology.  Thus, “native  cultural  
heritage”  served  as  an  important  key in  maintaining  the  ecological  balance  and  health  of 
California, with California Indians  not simply living in the region, but  exemplifying the  
very essence of what constituted California and all its diversity.75  

73  M. Kat Anderson, Michael G. Barbour, and Valerie Whitworth, “A World of Balance and Plenty: Land, Plants,  
Animals,  and  Humans  in  a  Pre-European  California,”  in  Contested  Eden:  California  Before  the  Gold  Rush,  ed.  Ramon  
A Gutierrez, Richard J. Orsi, and Marlene Smith-Baranzini (University of California Press, 1998), 16.  
74  Ibid.  33-35,  37-38  
75  Ibid.  16,  39  
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A stronger Spanish presence in North America had begun in earnest after Christopher  
Columbus’ foray into what is  now known as the Caribbean in 1492.  Over the following 
centuries, Spain established trading ports  and settlements in the Caribbean,  eventually  
making their  way into the Mexican mainland  and  South America to  exploit the riches the 
land  had  to  offer,  such  as  silver  and  gold.  Beginning  in  the  16th  century,  exploration  
efforts were attempted in the region that the Spanish referred to as Alta California, but it  
was not  until 1769 that  a  more serious  and successful attempt  was realized.  Exploration 
and settlement  of Alta California was  part of a concerted national  effort by the Spanish 
to expand their empire and protect their economic assets from the real and perceived  



  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

threats  of Russian and English incursion.76  The establishment  of settlements was done  
from the understanding that the “missions,  presidios,  and pueblos” that were to be 
developed  in  the  region  would  require  “minimum”  support  from  the  Spanish  crown,  with  
Alta  California becoming a self-sufficient colonial outpost of the New World.77  

76  Steven  W.  Hackel,  “Land,  Labor,  and  Production:  The  Colonial  Economy  of  Spanish  and  Mexican  California,”  in  
Contested Eden: California Before the Gold Rush, ed. Ramon A. Gutierrez, Richard J. Orsi, and Marlene Smith- 
Baranzini (University of California Press, 1998), 113.  
77  Ibid.  113  

Beginning in 1769, Spanish Franciscan missionaries  and military authorities arrived in 
San  Diego  where  they  established  the  first  of  the  21  coastal  missions  under  the direction 
of Junipero Serra.  Along with the Spanish military garrisons  and outposts, as well as  
civilian settlements that were developed in the area, California missions were created to 
further  establish Spanish presence in the region and convert the Indigenous populations  
to Christianity. Missions were meant to be “temporary institutions” through which 
California Indians would learn the Spanish language, its culture, and religion and 
become proper Spanish subjects that would contribute to the colonial economy  and 
augment the coffers  of  the Spanish crown.78  

78  Rose  Marie  Beebe  and  Robert  M.  Senkewicz,  ed.,  Lands  of  Promise  and  Despair:  Chronicles  of  Early  California,  
1535-1846 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2001), 71.  
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The incursion of European forces into the region brought along many changes,  
including  the  introduction  of  deadly  diseases  and  environmental  changes  that  modified 
and shaped the land to more uniform  European standards. Initial encounters between 
the Spanish and California Indians ranged from indifference to hostility. While Native  
American reactions to an increasing Spanish presence in the region  ranged from  
“assimilation to resistance”,  many who entered into the mission system  did so under  
pressures brought  by transformations caused by disease and food scarcity caused by  
rapid environmental changes.79  California Indians were displaced under the threats  of  
disease, violence,  and  ecological  devastation with many being forced to find refuge 
under the mission system. Many were forcibly entrapped and enslaved under  an  
institution  that  treated  them  as  “uncultivated  savages”  that  needed  to  be  taken  under  the  
guardianship of  the benevolent Spanish padres.80  Missions were places  of  unthinkable 
violence and forced labor, where religious  teachings were used by  missionaries  to 
evangelize California Indians and further separate them from  their Indigenous cultures  
and life ways. These were sites  of immense hardship, where converted California 
Indians (or neophytes)  suffered under conditions of widespread malnutrition,  
overcrowding, filth, violence, and disease. Through the duration of mission rule from  

79  Ibid.  153  
80  Jean  Francois  de  la  Perouse,  Life  in  a  California  Mission:  Monterey  in  1786,  ed.  Malcolm M argolin  (Berkeley:  
Heyday Books, 1989), 79  



  

 

 

 

1769  to  1834,  neophyte  populations  experienced  a  devastating  mortality  rate  of  nearly  
70%.81  

81  Jack  Norton,  Genocide  in  Northwestern  California: When  Our  Worlds  Cried (San  Francisco:  Indian  Historian  Press,  
1979), 113  

In 1821, Mexico gained its independence from Spain and California became a territory  
of the newly created Mexican republic.  Economic changes followed,  with the  
secularization  of  the  missions legally  freeing  mission  Indians  from  their  ties  to  particular  
church networks, while assuring that  mission Indians would receive former  mission 
lands for their own use.82  In theory, California Indians were guaranteed citizenship and  
promised  legal  protection  under  the  new  Mexican  Constitution,  yet t his  period  saw  their  
lands  distributed to and monopolized by  elite Californios and their families.83  

82  Rose  Marie  Beebe  and  Robert  M.  Senkewicz,  ed.,  Lands  of  Promise  and  Despair:  Chronicles  of  Early  California,  
1535-1846 (Norman:  University of Oklahoma Press, 2001), 314  
83  Ibid.  

Californios were descended from Spanish and Mexican settlers  that arrived in the 
region  from  the  17th  to  19th  centuries.  Most  considered  themselves  to  be “descended 
from Spain’s  noble lines” and “insisted that  they were white,” publicly eschewing any  
and all connections to their “mixed or entirely  non-Spanish” heritage.84  Many elite 
Californio families attempted to maintain the perceived “racial purity” of their Spanish 
blood and heritage by  marrying Anglo Americans and Europeans.85  Although California 
Indians outnumbered the Californio population, they were perceived to be unattractive 
marriage partners, with most Californio families concentrating their wealth within a 
small subset  of  a landed elite. Hardly any of the newly freed Indians  were able to 
receive land grants  and many were faced with returning to areas that had been 
decimated by disease and ecological  changes  wrought  by  livestock introduced during 
the Spanish and Mexican eras. Many California Indians found themselves under  the 
yoke of a  new  but  familiar “social order,” as  laborers under  a rancho  system  that wholly  
benefited elite Californio families.86  This  period also saw the introduction of laws  meant  
to encourage economic development, opening the region up to international trade and  
resulting in an influx  of  foreigners, merchants,  and Americans  arriving in California.87  

84  Albert  L.  Hurtado,  Intimate  Frontiers:  Sex,  Gender,  and  Culture  in  Old  California  (Albuquerque:  University  of  New 
Mexico Press, 1999), 25, 44.  
85  Ibid.  
86  Rose  Marie  Beebe  and  Robert  M.  Senkewicz,  ed.,  Lands  of  Promise  and  Despair:  Chronicles  of  Early  California,  
1535-1846 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2001), 314  
87  Hackel  1998,  136  

Tensions  had  been  slowly  fomenting  in  California  between  the  Mexican  government  and 
the United States,  due  to growing “commercial interests” in the region, as well as the 
belief that the United States was preordained to unite the country from coast to coast  
due  to its  cultural  and  racial  superiority.88  The  annexation  of  Texas  in  1845  to  the  United 
States  brought  further  instability  into  the  region,  with  Mexico  refusing  to  legitimize  Texan 
independence and war being declared by the United States in 1846 over the disputed  

88  Hackel  1998,  137;  Beebe  and  Senkewicz  2001,  464  
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land.  By 1848, Mexico had lost the war  and ceded its northern territory, which included  
California, to the United States  under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Soon after the 
United States took control of the region, gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill in  Coloma,  
California in 1848, leading to a “global” and local migration of prospectors that came  
from countries as far as Chile and China, as  well as Hawaii and Mexico.89  While some 
California  Indians  did  participate  in  the  gold  rush  as  “unwilling  hosts”  to  the  thousands  of 
prospectors flooding the region,  many  also “migrated  out  of  the  area  after 1848” to cope  
with the immense influx of foreigners into their lands.90  

89  Susan  Lee  Johnson,  Roaring  Camp:  The  Social  World  of  the  California Gold  Rush  (New  York:  W.  W.  Norton  & 
Company, 2000),  
90  Ibid.  59  

Life for California Indians during this  time did not improve, with many directly facing 
hostility, violence,  and murder from Anglo-American settlers and the local and Federal  
Government who hoped to displace California Indians and utilize their lands.  Although 
California gained statehood as  a free state in  the Compromise of  1850, the impunity  
enjoyed  by  local  and  federal  forces,  as  well  as  settlers  created  an  environment  in  which  
California Indians were actively hunted, captured, and sold, with children especially  
fetching high prices.91  Between 1850 to 1863, it is estimated that upwards to “ten 
thousand Indians” were “indentured…or sold”, further disrupting cultural lifeways of  
California Indian populations.92  

91  Norton,  Genocide  in  Northwestern  California,  120  
92  Ibid.  21  

Although  Indigenous  populations  had  been  falling  for  hundreds  of  years  from  the  onset  
of European colonization across the North American continent, it was not until the 
American era with the start of the gold rush, that California Indian populations fell  
drastically. During  the  1850s, Indigenous populations  in the region  fell  from  150,000 to  
30,000,  with California  Indian women  dying  at  higher rates  than  men.93  Some scholars  
now argue that what California Indians experienced was genocide, as the period was  
characterized by  an open,  direct, and concerted effort  by both federal and local  
government officials, as well as Euro-American settlers to fully eradicate Indigenous  
peoples and their cultures.94  

93  Hurtado,  Intimate  Frontiers,  89  
94  Norton,  Genocide  in  Northwestern  California,  123  

Over the  20th century,  California Indians were essentially written out  of California  
history, with a “dominant collective memory” obscuring the past, rather than critically  
engaging with it.95  Mission tourism that began in earnest at  the turn of the 20th century 
highlighted California’s ties to a romanticized Spanish past of benevolent Franciscan  
fathers  and  meek,  childlike,  and  uncultivated  neophytes.  Yet,  this  “selective memory”  
has failed to address  the structures  of violence that were necessary to strengthen the 
influence and power of Euro-American forces  in the region over  

95  Harper  Benjamin  Keenan,  “The  Mission  Project:  Teaching  History  and  Avoiding  the  Past  in  California  Elementary  
Schools,”  Harvard Educational Review  91, no. 1 (Spring 2021): 111.  
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hundreds  of  years,  while  decimating  Indigenous  populations  and  cultures  that  had  been 
living in California since time immemorial.96  While change has  been slow to recognize 
the injustices faced by  California Indians, the recent tide in historical  and related 
scholarship has  begun to more clearly and directly acknowledge and question the  
treatment of California Indians, as well as their crucial roles in the creation of California 
as it is now recognized.  

96  Keenan,  “The  Mission  Project,”  114.  

Institutional  Harm  

Viewpoints coming out of colonialism and salvage ethnography allowed museums  to 
interpret  for the public  what exactly the Indigenous  other was, creating misinformation 
and stereotypes. In addition, it led to deep mistrust and distancing between museums  
and  Native communities. Leading up to the passage of NAGPRA, Native communities  
began  to  advocate  for  themselves,  unprovenanced  and  stolen  ancestors,  and  dislocated 
belongings. While museums and institutions  work to provide information on what  
cultural resources are in their collections, there is still deep distrust of museums.  

For educational institutions and museums to  start to understand their position both 
within  and  outside  of  the  colonial  context,  they  must  acknowledge  their  colonial  past  and 
influence. By doing so, we can start the practice of  decolonizing our  spaces. This will  
help guide us   towards meaningful  representation.  



  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    

          
    

       

 

Repatriation  and  Inventory  of  Ancestors  and  Associated  Funerary  
Objects  

The  repatriation  process  will  generally  include  these  steps,  however,  Tribal  consultation 
will determine the direction and flow of the repatriation process  for Native American 
ancestors and associated funerary  objects:  

Figure  1.  Steps  to  Repatriation  of  Ancestors  and  Associated  Funerary  Objects97  

97  Steps  to  Repatriation  (nps.gov)  National  NAGPRA  Program  Updated  12/21/2023.  Accessed  5/10/2024.  
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Step  1:  Compile  an  Itemized  List  
Using the Itemized List Template  (Appendix  B) for ancestors and associated funerary  
objects.  Depending  on  the  scope  of  the  holding  or  collection,  Chico  State will  organize 
this  itemized list into sections  based on geographical area,  accession,  then catalog 
number. The itemized list will include:  

(1.)  Minimum number of individuals identified in a reasonable manner, 

(2.) Number of associated funerary objects and types of objects (counted 
separately or by lot), 

(3.)  Geographical location (provenience) by county or state, 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nagpra/upload/National-NAGPRA-Program-Steps-to-Repatriation.pdf


  

 

   

          

  

 
  

         

 

 

(4.)  Acquisition history (provenance), 

(5.)  Other information available, including age, culture, or cultural affiliation, and 

(6.) The presence of any potentially hazardous substances. 

The  itemized  list  under  NAGPRA  corresponds  with  a  Tribal  resource  inventory  of  the  
CalNAGPRA Inventories and Summaries Database maintained by  the NAHC.98  The  
itemized list and Tribal  Resource inventory contain similar basic information from  
institutional records that have not yet  undergone Tribal consultation.  

98  https://calnagpra.nahc.ca.gov.  Accessed  5/16/2024.  The  Cultural  Artifacts  Specialist  for  the  Office  of  Tribal  
Relations created the singular campus account for the Database in January 2022  

Step  2:  Initiate  Consultation  

As soon as possible after compiling an itemized list, the Cultural Artifacts Specialist,  
who is responsible for  coordinating NAGPRA compliance,  will identify  all potentially  
affiliated Tribes  based on the information available and a Consultation Invitation  
(Appendix  C)  will  be  sent  electronically  as  well  as  physically  to  the  consulting  parties.  

The  Consultation  Invitation  will  be  sent  to  both  federally  and  non-federally  recognized  
Tribes  and can be submitted to National NAGPRA or the NAHC upon request.  

Step  3:  Consult  

In the response to a consulting party, the Cultural Artifacts  Specialist will provide a 
Tribal  Designee  Letter  (Appendix  D)  to  be  completed  and  signed  by  Tribal  leadership  on  
Tribal letterhead to establish the point  of contact including the name, phone number,  
email  address, or  mailing address  for any authorized representative,  traditional religious  
leader,  and known lineal descendant who may participate in consultation for all  matters  
surrounding  NAGPRA  and  CalNAGPRA  moving  forward.  Establishing  a  Tribal  Designee 
ensures  that the consultation and potential repatriation process will be as efficient  
possible while safeguarding sensitive confidential information.  Preferences on  the 
proposed  timeline  and  method  for  consultation  will  also  be  established.99  The  processes  
of  consultation  will  abide  by  University  EM  25-007  which  outlines  procedures for Tribal  
engagement identified through Tribal consultation.  

99  43  CFR  10.9(c)  
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The  process  of  meaningful  consultation  must  address  identification  of:  

(1.)  Lineal descendants, 

(2.)  Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations with cultural affiliation; 

(3.)  The  types  of  objects  that  might  be  associated  funerary  objects,  including  any  
objects  that were made exclusively for burial purposes or to contain  human 
remains;  

https://calnagpra.nahc.ca.gov/


  

 

            
 

    
  

              
  

  
    

          
   

  
 

   
   

  
           

   
 

 

    

      

 

(4.)  The duty of care or stewardship for human remains or associated funerary 
objects.100 

100 43 CFR 10.1(d) 

The  Cultural  Artifacts  Specialist  will  prepare  a  record  of  consultation  that  describes  the  
concurrence, disagreement, or  nonresponse of the consulting parties utilizing the 
Consultation Record Template (Appendix F).  

The Tribal Designee will be provided the itemized list for ancestors and associated 
funerary  objects  in  the  possession  or  legal  control  of  Chico  State.  This  does not  include 
a detailed inventory which would require access and/or handling cultural items or  
ancestors prior to Tribal consultation. Any and all additional records, documentation,  
and  information  the  Campus  may  have  will  also  be  provided  upon  request.  This  includes  
archaeological site records, institutional records, maps, and other catalog information.  

The Cultural Artifacts Specialist will communicate the extent and nature of materials 
potentially related to the Tribe. This may include photographs, samples, X-rays, 
records, archives, etc. that may or may not be accessioned or cataloged at Chico State. 
The Tribal Designee can determine any actions that are to be taken. 

Actions  can  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  redaction  of  sensitive  information,  access 
mitigation, storage adjustments, handling requirements,  and/or return of  physical  
resources that may not traditionally fall under  NAGPRA.  

Chico State will engage in consultation with California Indian Tribes as part of the 
completion of the preliminary Inventories and shall defer to Tribal recommendations for 
appropriate handling and treatment.101  Chico State will also record any identifications of 
cultural items made by Tribal representatives. The Cultural Artifacts Specialist will 
provide the original and any updated Inventories to consulting parties during the 
preparation of a preliminary inventory.102 

101  Id.,  §  8013,  subd.  (c)(1)(2)  
102 Id., § 8013, subd. (b)(1)(F) 

Step  4:  Complete  an  Inventory  

The Cultural Artifacts Specialist will establish through consultation how the ancestors 
and/or associated funerary objects are to be inventoried, documented, as well as 
reported to National NAGPRA and NAHC. Based on information available and the 
results of consultation, the Inventory of ancestors and associated funerary objects will 
be submitted to all consulting parties and the Manager of the National NAGPRA 
Program.103 

103  43  CFR  10.10(d)  
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Preliminary inventories shall be reviewed by  all potentially culturally  affiliated California 
Indian  Tribes,  who  shall  have  the  ability  to  concur  or  disagree  with  the  information  in  the  
preliminary inventory or summary. Tribal concurrence,  disagreement, or nonresponse  
shall be noted on the preliminary inventory  or summary by the NAHC at the end of  the  



  

 

              
  

  

 

 

 

           

   
   

           
 

 
 

 

 

      

 

 

 

30-day review period. The status of the inventory shall be changed from preliminary to 
final by the Commission once all responding California Indian Tribes listed in the 
inventory or summary concur with the information in the inventory.104 

104 Id., § 8013, subd. (j)(2) 

Figure 2. Steps to Repatriation of Ancestors and Associated Funerary Objects105 

105  Steps  to  Repatriation  (nps.gov)  National  NAGPRA  Program  Updated  12/21/2023.  Accessed  5/10/2024.  
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Step  5:  Submit  a  Notice  of  Inventory  Completion  (NIC)  

The Cultural Artifacts Specialist will document the ancestors and cultural items 
according to the wishes of the consulting Tribes to draft the Notice of Inventory 
Completion-Cultural Affiliation (Appendix G-1). If the Request for Repatriation is from a 
known lineal descendent the Notice of Inventory Completion-Lineal Descendent 
(Appendix G-2) will be utilized. Once drafted, the NIC will be sent to all consulting 
parties for review before submission to National NAGPRA along with the completed 
updated Inventory. 

The Cultural  Artifacts  Specialist will ascertain how  a lineal descendant  or Tribe prefers  
to have the  physical transfer  of  ancestors and cultural items  including short- or long-
term  intermediate housing and curation. For example, the Tribal Designee may prefer  
ancestors  and  associated  funerary  objects  to  be  rehoused  in  biodegradable  materials  or 
using certain types  of fabrics.  

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nagpra/upload/National-NAGPRA-Program-Steps-to-Repatriation.pdf


  

 

               
   

    

 

 
           

   

      
  

                 

  

 
            

   

        

             

 

    
            
 

 

    

 

Step  6:  Receive  and  Consider  Requests  

National NAGPRA has a duty to notify the Cultural Artifacts Specialist once the NIC has 
been published in the Federal Register within 3 business days of publication. The 
Cultural Artifacts Specialist will both email and physically mail a Notification of 
Publication in the Federal Register Letter (Appendix I) along with a copy of the 
publication in the Federal Register to all potentially affiliated Tribes. 

After publication of a NIC in the Federal Register, any lineal  descendant,  Indian Tribe,  
or Native Hawaiian organization may request  repatriation of ancestors or associated  
funerary  objects.  The  Cultural  Artifacts  Specialist  will  provide  a Request  for  Repatriation 
Template (Appendix H)  to any Tribal Designee expressing an interest in requesting 
repatriation  of  an  ancestor  or  associated  funerary  object to  be  completed  and  signed  on 
Tribal letterhead.  

Requests from two or more lineal descendants, Indian Tribes, or Native Hawaiian 
organizations who agree to joint repatriation of the ancestors or associated funerary 
objects are considered a single request and not competing requests.106 

106  43  CFR  10.10(f)  

Step  7:  Respond  to  Requests  

No earlier than 30 days after publication of a NIC but no later than 90 days after 
receiving a Request for Repatriation, the Cultural Artifacts Specialist will send a written 
response to the Requestor with a copy to any other party identified in the NIC. Using the 
information available, including relevant records, catalogs, existing studies, and the 
results of consultation, Chico State will ascertain: 

(1.)  If the Request for Repatriation was received prior to completing a 
Repatriation Statement or Transfer of Control or Transfer of Control for the 
ancestors and/or associated funerary objects. 

(2.)  If the Requestor is identified in the NIC. 

(3.)  The Requestor is not identified in the NIC, and the request shows that the 
Requestor is a lineal descendant or an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian 
organization with cultural affiliation.107 

107 43 CFR 10.10(g) 

Step  8:  Repatriation  

   Transferring Legal Control 
The Cultural Artifacts Specialist will send the Repatriation Statement (Appendix K) or 
Transfer of Control (Appendix L)108  to the requesting lineal descendant or Tribe within 
30 days. 

108  OTR  typically  completes  both  a  Repatriation  Statement  as  well  as  a  Transfer  of  Control  unless  otherwise 
requested by a Tribe.  
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   Transferring Physical Control 
The Cultural Artifacts Specialist, OTR, and Tribal Designee(s) will coordinate the 
desired disposition for the ancestors and/ or cultural items that have been repatriated. 
This can include a Held in Trust Agreement (Appendix M) for a specified duration of 
time or physical transfer to the lineal descendant or Tribe. 

The  NIC,  Repatriation  Statement,  or  Transfer  of  Control  will  be  submitted  to  the  NAHC 
after the 30 days to complete the repatriation.  

Section 6: Repatriation of Unassociated Funerary Objects, Sacred 
Objects, and Objects of Cultural Patrimony 

Tribal  consultation  will  determine  the  direction  and  flow  of  the  repatriation  process  for 
the Native American unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects,  and objects of  
cultural patrimony but includes the following steps:  

Figure 3. Steps to Repatriation of Other Cultural Items109 

109  Steps  to  Repatriation  (nps.gov)  National  NAGPRA  Program  Updated  12/21/2023.  Accessed  5/15/2024. 
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https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nagpra/upload/National-NAGPRA-Program-Steps-to-Repatriation.pdf
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Step 1: Compile a Summary 

Based on the information available, Chico State shall compile an initial summary and 
inventory describing any holding or collection that may contain unassociated funerary 
objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony. A summary must include: 

(1.) The estimated number and a general description of the holding or collection, 
including any potential cultural items; 

(2.) The geographical location (provenience) by county or State of the 
potential cultural items; 

(3.) The acquisition history (provenance) of the potential cultural items; 

(4.) Other information relevant for identifying: 

(a.) A lineal descendant or an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization 
with cultural affiliation, and 

(b) Any object as an unassociated funerary object, sacred object, or object of
of cultural patrimony; and

(c.) The presence of any potentially hazardous substances used to treat any 
of the unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural 
patrimony, if known.110

A summary under NAGPRA corresponds with a Tribal resource summary of the 
CalNAGPRA Inventories and Summaries Database maintained by the NAHC. The 
NAGPRA summary and Tribal Resource summary contain similar basic information 
from institutional records that have not yet undergone Tribal consultation. 

111 

110 43 CFR 10.9(a)(1) 
111 https://calnagpra.nahc.ca.gov. Accessed 5/16/2024. The Cultural Artifacts Specialist for the Office of Tribal 
Relations created the singular campus account for the Database in January 2022, 

https://calnagpra.nahc.ca.gov/
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Figure 4. Timeframes for Reporting on Holdings or Collections112 

Step 2: Initiate consultation 

No later than 30 days after compiling a summary, the Cultural Artifacts Specialist will 
identify all potentially affiliated Tribes based on the information available and send a 
Consultation Invitation (Appendix C) will be sent electronically as well as physically to 
the consulting parties. 

The Consultation Invitation will be sent to both federally and non-federally recognized 
Tribes and can be submitted to National NAGPRA or the NAHC upon request. 

Step 3: Consult 

In the response to a consulting party, the Cultural Artifacts Specialist will provide a 
Tribal Designee Letter (Appendix D) to be completed and signed by Tribal leadership on 
Tribal letterhead to establish the point of contact including the name, phone number, 
email address, or mailing address for any authorized representative, traditional religious 
leader, and known lineal descendant who may participate in consultation for all matters 
surrounding NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA moving forward. Preferences on the proposed 
timeline and method for consultation will also be established.113 The processes of 
consultation will abide by University EM 25-007 which outlines procedures for Tribal 
engagement identified through Tribal consultation. 

The process of meaningful consultation must address: 

(1.) Preferences on the proposed timeline and method for consultation 
 

112 https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-27040/p-427. Timeframes for Reporting on Holdings for Collections. 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act Systemic Processes for Disposition or Repatriation of 
NAtive American Human Remains, Funerary Objects, Sacred Objects, and Objects of Cultural 
Patrimony.12/13/2023. Accessed 4/16/2024. 
113 43 CFR 10.9(c) 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-27040/p-427
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(2.) Lineal descendants; 

(3.) Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations with cultural affiliation; 

(4.) The types of objects that might be unassociated funerary objects, sacred 
objects, or objects of cultural patrimony; and 

(5.) The duty of care under for unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects, or 
objects of cultural patrimony. 

The Cultural Artifacts Specialist will prepare a record of consultation that describes the 
concurrence, disagreement, or nonresponse of the consulting parties utilizing the 
Consultation Record Template (Appendix F).  114

Chico State will engage in consultation with California Indian Tribes as part of the 
completion of the Preliminary Summaries and shall defer to Tribal recommendations for 
appropriate handling and treatment. Chico State will also record any identifications of 
cultural items made by Tribal representatives. The Cultural Artifacts Specialist will 
provide the original and any updated Summaries to consulting parties during the 
preparation of a Preliminary summary.  116

115 

 

Figure 5. Steps to Repatriation of Other Cultural Items  117

 

 
114 43 CFR 10.9(c) 
115 Id., § 8013, subd. (c)(1)(2) 
116 Id., § 8013, subd. (b)(1)(F) 
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Step 4: Receive and Consider Requests for Repatriation 

The Cultural Artifacts Specialist will provide a Request for Repatriation Template 
(Appendix H) to lineal descendants or Tribal Designees expressing an interest in 
requesting repatriation of an unassociated funerary object, sacred object, or object of 
cultural patrimony. Requests from two or more lineal descendants, Indian Tribes, or 
Native Hawaiian organizations who agree to joint repatriation of the unassociated 
funerary object, sacred object, or object of cultural patrimony are considered a single 
request and not competing requests. 

A request for repatriation must satisfy the following criteria: 

(1.) Each unassociated funerary object, sacred object, or object of cultural 
patrimony being requested meets the definition of an unassociated funerary 
object, a sacred object, or an object of cultural patrimony; 

(2.) The request is from a lineal descendant or an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian 
organization with cultural affiliation; and 

(3.) The request includes information to support a finding that the museum or 
Federal agency does not have right of possession to the unassociated funerary 
object, sacred object, or object of cultural patrimony.118 

 

Step 5: Respond to Requests 

No later than 90 days after receiving a request for repatriation, the Cultural Artifacts 
Specialist will send a written response to the requestor with a copy to any other 
consulting party stating one of the following: 

(1.) The request meets the criteria for repatriation. 

(2.) The request does not meet the criteria for repatriation and provide a detailed 
explanation why the request does not meet the criteria and an opportunity for the 
requestor to provide additional information to meet the criteria. 

(3.) Competing Requests for Repatriation of the unassociated funerary object, sacred 
object, or object of cultural patrimony have been received.119 

Step 6: Submit a Notice of Intended Repatriation (NIR) 

No later than 30 days after responding to a request for repatriation that meets the 
criteria, the Cultural Artifacts Specialist will draft a Notice of Intended Repatriation- 

 

117 Steps to Repatriation (nps.gov) National NAGPRA Program Updated 12/21/2023. Accessed 5/15/2024. 
118 The museum or Federal agency asserts a right of possession to the unassociated funerary object, sacred object, 
or object of cultural patrimony and refuses repatriation of the requested object to the requestor. The museum or 
Federal agency must provide information to prove that the museum or Federal agency has a right of possession to 
the unassociated funerary object, sacred object, or object of cultural patrimony. 
119 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nagpra/upload/National-NAGPRA-Program-Steps-to-Repatriation.pdf


  

 

Culturally Affiliated (Appendix J-1). If the request for repatriation is from a known lineal 
descendant the Notice of Intended Repatriation-Lineal Descendant (Appendix J-2) will 
be utilized. Once it is drafted it will be sent to the requesting parties for review. Once the 
NIR is approved, the NIR will be submitted to National NAGPRA. 

 
(1.) A NIR must be sent to all requestors, any consulting parties, and to the 

Manager, National NAGPRA Program, for publication in the Federal Register. 

(2.) A NIR must conform to the mandatory format of the Federal Register and 
include: 

(3.) An abstract of the information compiled, 

(4.) The total number and brief description of the unassociated funerary objects, 
sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony (counted separately or by lot) 

(5.) The lineal descendant (whose name may be withheld), Indian Tribe, or Native 
Hawaiian organization requesting repatriation of the unassociated funerary 
objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony; 

(6.) The name, phone number, email address, and mailing address for the 
authorized representative of the museum or Federal agency who is 
responsible for receiving requests for repatriation; and 

(7.) The date (to be calculated by the Federal Register 30 days from the date of 
publication) after which the museum or Federal agency may send a 
repatriation statement to the requestor. 

 
At any time before sending a repatriation statement for an unassociated funerary object, 
sacred object, or object of cultural patrimony, additional competing requests for 
repatriation may be received.  120

 
Step 7: Repatriation 

Transferring Legal Control 
The Cultural Artifacts Specialist will send the Repatriation Statement (Appendix K) or 
Transfer of Control (Appendix L) to the requesting party within 30 days. 

Transferring Physical Control 
The Cultural Artifacts Specialist, OTR, and Tribal Designee(s) will coordinate the 
desired disposition for the ancestors and/ or cultural items that have been repatriated. 
This can include a Held in Trust Agreement (Appendix M) for a specified duration of 
time or physical transfer to the lineal descendant or Tribe. 

 
 
 
 

120 43 CFR 10.9(e) 
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The NIR and Repatriation Statement or Transfer of Control will be submitted to the 
NAHC after the 30 days to complete the repatriation. 

Conflicts and Competing Requests for Repatriation 
At any time before sending a Repatriation Statement or Transfer of Control for 
ancestors or associated funerary objects may receive additional, competing Requests 
for Repatriation of the ancestors or associated funerary objects. The following 
timeframes for responding to Requests for Repatriation will be followed: 

 

 

Figure 6. Federal General Timeframes  121

No later than 14 days after receiving a competing request, Chico State must send a 
Notification of Request for Repatriation Letter (Appendix N) to each Requestor 
identifying all Requestors and the date each Request for Repatriation was 
received.122 

Under NAGPRA a competing request from another federally recognized Tribe 

In the following priority order, the most appropriate requestor is: 

(1.) The known lineal descendant if any or 

(2.) The Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization with the closest cultural 
affiliation. 

 
 

121 Figure 5 provides an overview of the general timeframes under Subpart C from the longest timeline to the 
shortest timeline. https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-27040/p-427. Accessed 4/15/2024. 
122 43 CFR 10.10(i)(2) 
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In response, Requestors may provide additional information to show the stronger 
relationship of shared group identity to the ancestors and associated funerary objects. 

No later than 180 days after informing the Requestors of competing requests, Chico 
State must send a written determination to each requestor and the Manager, National 
NAGPRA Program. The determination must be one of the following: 

The most appropriate requestor has been determined. 

(1.) Identify the most appropriate requestor and explain how the determination 
was made. No earlier than 30 days and no later than 90 days after sending a 
determination of the most appropriate requestor, Chico State will send a 
Repatriation Statement or Transfer of Control or Transfer of Control or 
Transfer of Control. 

(2.) The most appropriate requestor cannot be determined, and repatriation is 
stayed. Chico State must briefly describe the information considered and 
explain how the determination was made.  123

The Review Committee may assist through consideration of findings of fact or 
disputes related to the inventory, summary, or repatriation of ancestors or cultural items 
related to the identity of an object as human remains or cultural items, the cultural 
affiliation of human remains or cultural items, or the repatriation of ancestors or cultural 
items.  125

124 

CALNAGPRA Mediation 

Under CalNAGPRA, once a dispute between California Indian Tribes, a California 
Tribe(s) or Chico State is identified, the NAHC must inform the involved parties and 
initiate mediation using the following process: 

(1.) If there is more than one request for repatriation for the same item; 

(2.) If there is a dispute between the requesting party and [Chico State]; 

(3.) If there is a dispute as to the contents of an inventory or summary; or 

(4.) If a dispute arises in relation to the repatriation process.  126

Once informed of such a dispute, the NAHC will notify the affected parties while 
providing mediations using the required statutory process.  127

 
123 43 CFR 10.10(i)(3)(ii) 
124 The Review Committee advises the Secretary of the Interior and Congress on matters relating to sections 3003, 
3004, and 3005 of the Act and other matters as specified in section 3006 of the Act. The Review Committee is 
subject to the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA, 5 U.S.C. App.). 
125 43 CFR 10.12(3)(c) 
126 Health & Safety. Code, § 8016, subd 
. (d) 
127Health & Safety. Code, § 8016, subd. (d)(1)-(6) 
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Ancestors and Cultural Items Legally Controlled by Federal and State Agencies in 
the possession of Chico State 

On January 13, 2025, the Cultural Artifacts Specialist submitted a Statement of Federal 
Agency Holding or Collection (Appendix O) to the authorized representatives of the 
Federal agency most likely to have possession or control and to the Manager of the 
National NAGPRA Program. 

No later than 180 days following receipt of a statement, the Federal agency must 
respond to Chico State and the Manager of the National NAGPRA Program, with a 
written acknowledgement of one of the following: 

(1.) The Federal agency has possession or control of the holding or collection.  

(2.) The Federal agency does not have possession or control of the holding or 
collection. 

(3.) The Federal agency and the museum agree that they have joint possession 
or control of the holding or collection. 

Failure to issue such a determination by the deadline constitutes acknowledgement that 
the Federal agency has possession or control.  128

The Cultural Artifacts Specialist submitted a Statement of Other Holdings or Collections 
(Appendix P) for custody of other holdings or collections, for holdings or collections that 
may contain Native American ancestors or cultural items and for which the museum 
cannot identify any person, institution, State or local government agency, or Federal 
agency with possession or control of the holding or collection to the Manager of the 
National NAGPRA Program.129 

The Cultural Artifacts Specialist submitted a Statement of State Agency Holding or 
Collection (Appendix Q) to the authorized representatives of the State agency most 
likely to have possession or control and to the Native American Heritage Commission. 

California Legislative Requirements and Chico State 
Museums and universities historically profited from the collection of Native American 
ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources. Because of this, Chico State, in 
accordance with AB-389, shall prohibit the use of Native American ancestors and/or 
cultural items for research, exhibition, teaching, or testing without the explicit approval of 
the Tribe made via a Tribal Request (Appendix R) submitted to OTR. 

Tribes have the knowledge, agency, and expertise to determine how their ancestors, 
cultural items, and cultural resources are repatriated, accessed, utilized, and cared for. 

 
128 43 CFR 10.8(c) 
129 Ibid. 



  

 

The relationships OTR has built with Tribal communities allows Chico State to serve as a 
resource for Tribes moving forward. To this end, Chico State supports Tribes in accessing 
their ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources that are under the legal control of 
Chico State through submitting a Tribal Request. 

Tribal Requests for research, training, education, cultural use, archaeological recovery, 
exhibition, and testing forms can be completed by the Tribal Designees and submitted to 
the Cultural Artifacts Specialist for Review by OTR to initiate a project. 

Chico State Campus Committee 

In order to better implement NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA under AB-389, each California 
State University campus shall establish a campus-based NAGPRA Implementation 
Committee, which shall also be known as the NAGPRA Committee for that campus. 

The NAHC will recommend committee members to the Chancellor’s office to establish a 
NAGPRA Committee for Chico State to oversee the repatriation and stewardship of 
Native American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources. At least a majority of 
each Campus NAGPRA Committee’s membership shall be from California Indian 
Tribes. The Committee will be comprised of both local Tribal members and Chico 
Representatives who meet the following qualifications:  130

Tribal Nominees 
 

(1.) Three voting members of a federally recognized Indian Tribe 

(2.) One voting member of a non-federally recognized California Indian Tribe meeting 
the following requirements: 

A voting member of a California Indian Tribe shall be an elder, spiritual 
leader, Tribal leader, or Tribal member, as designated by the governing 
body of the individual’s Tribe, with a minimum of five years’ prior experience 
in any of the following: 

(1.) Repatriation of human remains and cultural items pursuant to 
NAGPRA, 

(2.) Cultural resources protection under Tribal, state, and 
federal law, or 

(3.) Consultation with state and federal entities and agencies. 
 
 
 
 

 
130 CSU Systemwide and Campus Committee Qualifications – California Native American Heritage Commission 
State of California Native American Heritage Commission. CSU Systemwide and Campus Committee Qualifications. 
Accessed 5/16/2024. 

https://nahc.ca.gov/csu-systemwide-and-campus-committee-qualifications/


  

 

CSU Staff and Faculty Members 
(1.) Three voting members from the California State University. At least one of these 

members shall be affiliated with an American Indian or Native American studies 
program and each of these members shall meet both the following requirements: 

(1.) Have a graduate degree in archaeology, anthropology, Native 
American studies, ethnic studies, law, sociology, environmental 
studies, or history, with a focus in California.131 

If there are no candidates satisfying this requirement, candidates 
that have degrees and direct professional experience in fields 
relevant to repatriation or Tribal cultural resources matters shall be 
deemed to meet the requirements. 

(2.) Have a minimum of five years’ prior experience working in the 
applicable field of study. 

Preference shall be given to members who have demonstrated, through their 
professional experience, the ability to work in collaboration with Native American Tribes 
successfully on issues related to repatriation or museum collection management. 
In the event that candidates from the California State University are not available or do 
not meet the requirements, Chico State representative positions may be filled by faculty 
or staff emeriti of the California State University who meet the requirements.132 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

132 CSU Systemwide and Campus Committee Qualifications – California Native American Heritage Commission State of California Native 
American Heritage Commission. CSU Systemwide and Campus Committee Qualifications. Accessed 5/16/2024. 
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Procedures for Stewardship 
 

This section of the Campus Policy outlines procedures for the stewardship of Native 
American cultural resources under the legal control of Chico State. These policies and 
procedures apply, regardless of NAGPRA and/or CalNAGPRA status. Central to all 
elements within these procedures is meaningful consultation and full compliance with 
appropriate legislation as outlined in Section 5. 

At any time, if a member of the Campus community including staff, faculty, or students 
engaging with any campus-funded Department, Program, Facility, or Auxiliary 
encounters Native American ancestors, cultural items, or cultural resources they should 
immediately contact OTR and the Cultural Artifacts Specialist for assistance in 
determining the applicability of this Policy and for OTR to facilitate meaningful 
consultation. 

All Departments, Programs, and Facilities will contact OTR, who will facilitate meaningful 
consultation with the appropriate Tribe(s) in relation to “New Acts of Stewardship,” as 
explained below, care, management, access, exhibition, or deaccession. These actions 
must be done in compliance with NAGPRA, CalNAGPRA, Chico State executive 
memorandums, Systemwide policies, and all other relevant state and federal laws. 

The Office of Tribal Relations (OTR), in consultation with both federally and non- 
federally recognized Tribes, will be responsible for carrying out Tribally-determined 
appropriate stewardship of Native American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural 
resources on the Campus. As such, OTR will: 

 
(1.) Consult with lineal descendants, affiliated, and potentially affiliated Tribes 

regarding Native American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources 
on Campus. 

(2.) Establish Duty of Care for appropriate storage, treatment, confidentiality, and 
handling. 

(3.) Prioritize and incorporate Tribal traditional knowledge. 

(4.) Honor timelines established by Tribes and outlined by NAGPRA and 
CalNAGPRA 

(5.) Obtain free, prior, and informed consent prior to allowing any exhibition, 
access to, or research by a Tribal Request. 

Research includes but is not limited to, any study, analysis, examination, 
or other means of acquiring or preserving information about Native 
American human remains or cultural items. Research” equates to the term 
“scientific study” in the Act and means any study, analysis, examination, or 
other means of acquiring or preserving information. “Research” includes 
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any activity to generate new or additional information beyond the 
information that is already available. For example, “research” might mean 
osteological analysis of human remains, physical inspection or review of 
collections to gather specific information, examination, or segregation of 
comingled material (such as soil or faunal remains), or the rehousing of 
collections. “Research” is not required to identify the number of individuals 
or cultural items, or to determine cultural affiliation. 133 

OTR additionally adheres to the California State University systemwide and campus 
directives including Chancellor Garcia’s Memo Prohibition on Native American Ancestral 
Remains and Cultural Items in Teaching, Research, and Display, 2024 (Appendix A) 
related to the access, use, and repatriation of Native American Ancestors and Cultural 
items under NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA.134 

 
New Acts of Stewardship 

OTR recognizes the need to respectfully steward Native American cultural resources 
under the legal control of the University. 

New acts of stewardship may arise when: 

(1.) A donor approaches the University or its auxiliaries with a gift or donation. 

(2.) A bequest is left to the University or its auxiliaries. 

(3.) The University or an auxiliary purchases Native American cultural resources 
with approval of OTR. 

(4.) Through processes established through a Tribal Request. 

Native American cultural resources may be exempted from these following procedures 
following implementation of a Tribal Request by OTR or if in the temporary custody of 
the University during forensic casework conducted for other State or Federal agencies. 

Proposed New Acts of Stewardship for Native American cultural resources will be 
reviewed by OTR in consultation with the appropriate Tribe(s) and the Chico State 
Campus Committee. 

Through consultation the Campus Committee and Tribes may determine explicit 
limitations or restrictions on their use, presentation, preservation, care, and handling. 
They may also determine that the cultural resources fall under NAGPRA or 
CalNAGPRA and should be handled in accordance with Section 5 of this Policy. 

New Acts of Stewardship will be evaluated for cultural sensitivity based on three 
categories: 

 
13343 CFR 10.1(d)(3)) 
134 Processes under CalNAGPRA will be italicized in the “Steps to Repatriation” Section. 
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(1.) Sensitivity not yet confirmed through consultation/Not associated with a 
particular Tribe/ Affiliation needs to be confirmed by Tribes 

(2.) Culturally Sensitive  

(3.) Not Culturally Sensitive 

Documentation Process 

The procedures outlined below provide broad guidelines for the specific steps required 
under the relevant laws for the documentation process of new and newly identified 
Native American cultural resources. Some small variations may occur between Campus 
Departments, Programs, and Facilities, though these procedures must be in compliance 
with the Policy and procedures explicitly laid out here. All Campus Departments, 
Programs, and Facilities should also document their processes internally and consult 
with OTR to ensure they are in compliance with this policy. 

Inventory 

Campus Departments, Programs, Facilities, or Auxiliaries that steward Native American 
cultural resources will provide a preliminary inventory to OTR based on existing 
documentation to facilitate consultation and allow for the development of a complete 
and more detailed inventory. This DOES NOT include viewing or handling resources 
without permission but should: 

(1.) Provide a description of the cultural resource and any known information.  

(2.) Identify the geographical location, potential cultural affiliation or culture 
group, aboriginal territory, date of creation, and information about artists or 
individuals associated with the cultural resource, and the circumstances 
surrounding their acquisition.  135

(3.) Record any identifications of cultural resources that are made by Tribal 
representatives and additional information stemming from Tribal knowledge 
with permission. 

In compiling inventories, do not base cultural affiliations solely on information from 
appraisals or other non-Native expert testimony and recognize that any determination of 
affiliation may change as additional information is communicated through additional 
consultation. 

If during the inventory process, it is determined that the listed cultural resources include 
Native American ancestors or cultural items that may fall under NAGPRA or 
CalNAGPRA, contact OTR and the Cultural Artifacts Specialist. 

 
 
 
 

135 Cal. Health & Saf. Code § 8012 subd. (A) 
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Ongoing Stewardship 

This section outlines broadly acceptable standards for the ongoing stewardship and 
care of cultural resources. These are broad guidelines and should be clarified in 
consultation. All activities must conform to guidelines for culturally sensitive care and 
handling as established during consultation. This includes determining if: 

(1.) Information can be shared more widely or is sensitive cultural knowledge. 

(2.) If photography can take place 

(3.) Specific terms need to be applied. 

(4.) There are restrictions on who can view or handle. 

No long-term damage, destructive analysis, or physical alterations can be made to the 
cultural resources unless expressly requested by appropriate Tribal entities. 

(1.) Permanent labeling or mounts may not be used unless specifically requested 
by Tribal Designee(s) 

(2.) All numbering should be on paper or Tyvek tags or on the outside of 
containers suitable unless otherwise specified during Tribal consultation. 

Records for all Native American cultural resources must be entered into the University’s 
collections management system to facilitate access for all appropriate parties. When 
necessary, access to information should be restricted within these programs to ensure 
confidentiality of culturally sensitive information. 

All cultural resources should be evaluated for cultural sensitivity based on three categories: 

(1.) Sensitivity not yet confirmed through consultation/Not associated with a 
particular Tribe/ Affiliation needs to be confirmed in consultation. 

(2.) Culturally sensitive. 

(3.) Not sensitive and/or not a cultural item under the definition of NAGPRA 

Conservation 

Native American cultural resources will be stored according to Tribal wishes regarding 
light, humidity, and temperature control. 

Preventative conservation may be required to mitigate deterioration of resources and 
the spread of pests or mold. (For example, utilizing freezing to mitigate mold or pests.) If 
so, Tribal consent is required prior to any action. 

No conservation will be conducted without consultation and consideration of the unique 
nature of the cultural resource. 
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Access 
Access to Native American cultural resources will be determined through Tribal 
consultation with OTR and may vary depending on the stewarding Department, 
Program, Facility or Auxiliary. State and federal NAGPRA law prohibits access, 
research, and exhibition of Native American cultural resources without the prior 
informed consent of the appropriate Tribe(s) through consultation. 

Non-Tribal requests for access Native American cultural resources on Campus must be 
considered through consultation. In the event of an emergency136 access will be granted 
as needed. 

State and Federal Agency Controlled Collections 

Chico State or its Auxiliaries house archaeologically recovered materials for state and 
Federal agencies, who are subject to NAGPRA and/or CalNAGPRA. Access to agency- 
controlled collections will be determined in consultation between the State or Federal 
agency and Tribe(s). OTR can facilitate coordination for Tribal access to agency- 
controlled collections stewarded at Chico State. Prior to accessing agency collections 
notification needs to be submitted to both OTR and the Campus Department, Program, 
Facility, or Auxiliary – generally the Anthropology Department following approval from 
the appropriate State or Federal agency. This initiates the process of notification and 
consultation with appropriate Tribe(s) and preparation for access. 

Tribal Access 

Tribal access to Native American cultural resources will be permitted and facilitated 
unless there are specific restrictions in place following consultation with Tribe(s). The 
University recognizes it is only a steward of the cultural resources that derive from 
Sovereign Tribal nations. 

All other Access 

Individuals or groups requesting to access or use Native American cultural resources for 
educational purposes should contact OTR and the Cultural Artifact Specialist with 
details about their request. OTR supports the inclusion of Native history and knowledge 
into classroom spaces and will work to evaluate and facilitate such requests in 
consultation with Tribes and in compliance with AB-389. 

Tribal Requests 

Universities are structured on and continue to profit from the systematic extraction and 
scientific commodification of Native American ancestors, land, knowledge, and material 
culture which Tribes have been denied access to. The University aims to shift this 

 
 
 

136 An emergency may be but not limited to; fire, flood, extreme heat/cold, campus intruder, electrical issues. In 
the event of an emergency OTR will be consulted. 
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structural imbalance and foster more reciprocal and collaborative relationships that 
center Tribal interests. 

Per AB-389, this Policy includes directives and procedures for campus Tribal Requests 
for research and teaching and is expanded to include Tribal Requests for training, 
education, cultural use, archaeological recovery, exhibition, and other potential 
purposes. For the Campus to serve as resource for Tribes, OTR will consult on Tribal 
projects of interest that the University can potentially support. If the project can properly 
be supported, the Cultural Artifacts Specialist will then draft a Tribal Request Form for 
Tribal Designee(s) to complete and sign. These Requests respect the sovereignty of 
Tribes to plan and execute projects utilizing the cultural and institutional resources that 
have for too long been withheld and misused. 

Campus Departments, Programs, Facilities, and Auxiliaries Housing Cultural 
Resources: 

Culturally Sensitive Storage Space 

During normal operating hours, Native American ancestors, cultural items, and cultural 
resources in the process of being repatriated, are in consultation, or under the care of 
OTR are housed in the CSSS in Plumas 102 which is managed by the Office of Tribal 
Relations. There should be no handling of ancestors associated with Native American 
burials for any reason, unless authorized by affiliated Tribe(s). 

Museum of Anthropology 

Access to Native American cultural resources stewarded by the VLSMOA will be 
evaluated on a case-by-case basis and determined through a system of collaboration 
with OTR facilitating consultation in compliance with this Policy. All cultural resources 
are cared for in two secured locations with access limited to museum staff and faculty. 
Native community members wishing to access collections stewarded by the VLSMOA 
should contact OTR and the VLSMOA to discuss which resources they wish to interact 
with, the manner of that interaction, and the time frame this would happen. The 
VLSMOA supports and works to facilitate community use of their cultural resources 
whenever possible and appropriate given the individual and/or Tribal needs and based 
on consultation. 

Archaeological Collections Facility 

Access to Native American cultural resources housed in the Archaeological Collections 
Facility (ACF) is limited to faculty and staff with the appropriate credentials and role 
within the University or its Auxiliaries. The ACF maintains a locked storage space and 
separate areas for the retention of documents. Access to cultural resources in the ACF 
may be requested by contacting OTR and the Anthropology Department with either a 
Tribal Request or written statement explaining the purpose and need for access along 
with a demonstration that the individual either meets the standards of the Secretary of 
the Interior, is a Tribal member, is working on behalf of a Tribe, or is otherwise qualified. 
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Human Identification Laboratory 

Access to the Human Identification Laboratory is limited to qualified individuals with the 
appropriate clearance. As an active forensic laboratory, it follows strict protocols to 
comply with legal regulations in the handling of evidence in state and federal cases. 

Meriam Library Special Collections 

The Meriam Library Special Collections can be accessed both online through the Library 
Catalog and in person through appointment. Access to materials that are deemed 
culturally sensitive has been limited both online and in person and consultations on the 
handling of culturally sensitive materials held in the Library’s collections will be an 
ongoing process. 

Loans 

Loans are the temporary exchange of Native American cultural resources between 
OTR, a Campus Department, Program, Facility, or Auxiliary, a community group, private 
individual, museum, or institution. Each Department, Program, or Facility at the 
University will have its own procedures for processing loans; however, these should 
conform to the policies laid out below. Due to the history and sensitivity surrounding 
cultural resources at Chico State, the loan policies and procedures will differ depending 
on the type of loan and loanee. All loans are not permanent and should have a fixed 
term that is outlined and agreed upon by both parties and noted in any paperwork. All 
loans are subject to a process of consultation with OTR and appropriate Tribal members 
or Committees. Prior to loans of federal collections, the appropriate Tribe(s) will be 
notified by OTR. 

Incoming loans: 

Chico State will not borrow Native American ancestors or cultural items, unprovenanced 
items, or items with questionable history or ownership unless explicitly stated as part of 
Tribal Request. All incoming loans must comply to NAGPRA, CalNAGPRA, United 
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Conventions, the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES), Tribal, state, and federal wildlife laws, Tribal, state and federal antiquities laws, 
or any other pertinent Tribal cultural protocol or laws. Prior to initiating the loan of any 
Native American cultural resource, OTR and any affiliate institution or individual must 
engage in a process of consultation to ensure that the proposed loans meet the 
standards of the affiliated Tribe(s) and those laid out in this Policy. No loan may be 
initiated that violates Tribal sovereignty of Native American rights to their own 
knowledge and history. 

Prospective lenders may be required to submit satisfactory proof of legal control and 
ethical stewardship. This may include demonstrating that the item has not been stolen, 
illegally exported, illegally or unethically removed from an archaeological site, or held in 
violation of any laws or professional practices relating to plants, wildlife, sacred items, or 
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human remains. Chico State can terminate a loan at any point or remove a cultural 
resource from exhibit if the loan is later found in violation of these conditions or if Tribal 
members later object to the loan, research, or display. 

Outgoing Loans: 

When a loan is agreed upon how the cultural resource needs to be cared for, stored, 
used, or exhibited should be outlined. This can include detailing the language and 
terminology used to discuss or exhibit an object if this has been previously discussed in 
consultation with relevant Tribes and community members. A loan can be refused if it is 
determined that the appropriateness of the purpose or ability to follow care guidelines 
cannot be met. Please see the Outgoing Loan Procedures (Appendix S) for the exact 
steps and process. 

Tribes or Native individuals 

Native American cultural resources stewarded by Chico State represents the intellectual 
property and cultural heritage of Native American Tribes across North America. OTR 
supports the ability of Native individuals and communities to freely access these 
objects. When Tribes or Native individuals/groups request to borrow object(s) they 
should submit a completed Tribal Request Form to OTR. OTR will then work with the 
individual or group to determine the use of the object and duration of the loan and 
facilitate an agreement with the appropriate institution. Where possible, OTR or Chico 
State will help financially support the loan of cultural resources to ensure their safe 
transport and return. 

Educators 

Chico State is an educational institution, and OTR supports the mission of the University 
while protecting Native sovereignty. Educators should contact OTR about the loan of 
Native American cultural resources for use in their classrooms. While specific resources 
may be requested, a selection of pre-identified objects may be made available for loan. 

Institutional and Individual Research 

Loans for the purpose of research or exhibition to individuals or institutions not affiliated 
with a Tribe, without a Tribal Request Form, or for non-educational purposes will have 
additional restrictions imposed and require additional scrutiny. Prior to the loan of any 
resources, OTR will consult with the appropriate Tribe(s). 

(1.) OTR reserves the right to deny access to any Native American cultural resource 
requested by an institution or individual for research, publication, or exhibition if 
they are not working directly with Native groups or consulting with Tribes. 

(2.) All costs will be borne by the borrower, including packing, transportation, and 
insurance at full value based on current market price. 
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(3.) OTR reserves the right to charge loan fees in addition to the above stated 
charges. 

(4.) Cultural resources are not to be used for profit-making purposes without prior 
written consent. 

(5.) Written permission must be obtained from OTR prior to making reproductions, 
copies, or cast of cultural resources, to use the cultural resource in research or 
publication, or to alter or repair the cultural resource in any way. 

(6.) Chico State and OTR reserves editorial review rights over any final product, 
publication, and/or data related to or derived from Native American cultural 
resources under the University’s stewardship. Research that will be published or 
presented will be submitted for review and approval to the Chico State NAGPRA 
Campus Committee prior to dissemination. The right to waive review is at the 
discretion of OTR and the Committee. 

(7.) OTR requires written acknowledgement of the Tribe(s) that is represented in the 
publication, research, or exhibition. 

a. OTR requires a physical copy of publications or results that feature Native 
American cultural resources under its legal control. 

b. Upon separation from the University, Chico State faculty, staff, and 
students may not maintain any documentation or media containing 
sensitive information that is the legal property of the University including; 
original site records, archaeological site records, maps, drawings, 
locations, or other confidential information related to Native American 
ancestors, cultural items, and cultural resources that are not their 
intellectual property. 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

 

TO: University Presidents 
 

FROM: Mildred García, Ed.D. 
Chancellor 

 

 

 

 
 

SUBJECT: Prohibition on Native American Ancestral Remains and Cultural 
Items in Teaching, Research and Display 

At the California State University’s January 2024 Board of Trustees meeting, the 
importance and urgency of complying with the state and federal Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Acts (NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA) was emphasized. Simply 
put, each university must understand that ancestral remains and cultural items do not 
belong in university collections without the permission of the Tribes and lineal 
descendants. For too long, repatriation of ancestral remains and cultural items has been 
delayed for the sake of teaching, research and exhibition. Your immediate attention and 
cooperation to ensure the prohibition of the use of any ancestral remains or cultural 
items that are in your university’s collection in teaching, research or on display is 
critical and is required to meet state and federal legal requirements. 

To accelerate repatriation, three additional laws were enacted in response to non- 
compliance: CalNAGPRA (2001), AB 275 (2020) and AB 389 (2023). AB 389 was 
enacted by the state legislature to specifically address the CSU. Furthermore, new federal 
regulations were enacted in January 2024. 

AB 389 and the new federal regulations place an additional emphasis on prohibiting the 
use of ancestral remains or cultural items that are in a university’s collection in teaching, 
research or on display. State law and federal regulations now explicitly include: 

California State Health and Safety Code Section 8028.7 (as amended by 
AB 389): “Prohibit the use of any Native American human remains or 
cultural items for purposes of teaching or research at the California State 
University while in the possession of a California State University campus 
or museum.” 

Federal Regulations (88 FR 86518): Duty of Care [10.1.d(3)]: Universities must “Obtain 
free, prior, and informed consent from lineal descendants, Indian Tribes, or Native 
Hawaiian organizations prior to allowing any exhibition of, access to, or research on 
human remains or cultural items. Research includes, but is not limited to, any study, 
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analysis, examination, or other means of acquiring or preserving information about human 
remains or cultural items. Research of any kind on human remains or cultural items is not 
required by the Act or these regulations.” 

Each university must adhere to these laws and follow the necessary requirements as mandated. These 
laws and regulations clearly disallow the continued use and display of collections and items that have 
not been processed through the legal repatriation requirements set forth by NAGPRA and 
CalNAGPRA. This includes a prohibition on using items that have yet to be repatriated in teaching 
and research. 

 
Our universities must continue to make every effort to identify collections and items on- and off- 
campus and include them in the state and federally required inventories, summaries and federal 
notices, and also to consult with all potentially affiliated Tribes. Ancestral remains and cultural items 
on exhibit must be removed or covered where it is until consultation and directive are provided by the 
Tribes. Loaned or borrowed ancestral remains and cultural items must be identified for recall or 
return. This includes material that has been sampled and analyzed. 

 
The future CSU systemwide policy will formally address many of these issues, but we must ensure 
compliance now. We have much work ahead of us to develop, repair and strengthen trust with Tribes. 
To this end, I also strongly implore each university to also consult with Tribes prior to use, 
disbursement, or display of potentially sensitive information. This includes but is not limited to 
images, renderings, and reproductions of ancestral remains and cultural items that are or have been in 
a university’s collection. The best practice is not to make assumptions and to consult with the 
associated Tribe(s) before any use is considered. 

The Chancellor’s Office has many resources available to each university, including trainings, 
workshops, monthly meetings and systemwide support. I expect each university’s leaders and staff to 
take advantage of these resources in order to achieve federal NAGPRA and CalNAGPRA 
compliance. Support from the Chancellor’s Office includes: 

 
• Direct support from Chancellor’s Office NAGPRA staff. 
• Access to the new CSU Learn NAGPRA bundle. 
• Past and future NAGPRA workshops and trainings. 
• Improved CSU NAGPRA website. 
• Regular CSU NAGRPA Coordinators meetings. 
• Regular CSU President Designee meetings. 

Please contact Nathan Dietrich, Assistant Vice Chancellor, at (916) 449-3544 and 
ndietrich@calstate.edu or Adriane Tafoya, CalNAGPRA Project Manager, at (916) 449-3558 and 
atafoya@calstate.edu, with questions about this matter. 

mailto:ndietrich@calstate.edu
mailto:atafoya@calstate.edu
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2024 NAGPRA Itemized List Template 
HUMAN REMAINS and ASSOCIATED FUNERARY OBJECTS 

Updated 3/13/2024 

Use  only  for  human  remains  and associated  funerary  objects  in  a  holding  or  collection  of a  museum  or  
Federal  agency in  order  to initiate consultation with  lineal descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native 
Hawaiian  organizations (see 43 CFR 10.10(b)  Step 2 –  Initiate consultation). A museum or Federal  
agency must  ensure this itemized  list  is comprehensive and covers all holdings or  collections and any  
human remains  or associated funerary objects  in its possession or control.  

Use this template to  compile information available about human  remains and associated  funerary objects 
(see 43 CFR 10.10(a)  Step 1 – Compile an itemized list of  any human remains and associated funerary  
objects). Depending on the scope of the  holding or  collection, the museum  or  Federal agency may 
organize  this  itemized  list  into  sections  based  on geographical  area,  accession  or  catalog  name  or  number, 
or other  defining attributes.  

Include the following six pieces of information. This is the MINIMUM information required; additional 
information may be included as necessary or preferred. The format is only a recommendation and not a 
requirement. 

1. Number of individuals identified in a reasonable manner.
2. Number of associated funerary objects and types of objects (counted separately or by lot)
3. Geographical location (provenience) by county or state
4. Acquisition history (provenance)
5. Other information available, including age, culture, or cultural affiliation
6. Presence of any potentially hazardous substances

Before submitting a notice, REMOVE these instructions. VERIFY all information, especially any 
numbers or addition. The National NAGPRA Program does not review or validate the content of an 
itemized list and is not responsible for the information in the itemized list. 

Send the itemized list with a written invitation to consult to any lineal descendant and any Indian Tribe 
or NHO with potential cultural affiliation. Update the itemized list as needed after consultation and before 
updating or completing an inventory of human remains or associated funerary objects. For deadlines to 
complete an inventory, see Table 1 to 43 CFR 10.10(d)(2).  

INSTRUCTION  PAGE-DELETE  BEFORE  SUBMITTING  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.10#p-10.10(b)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.10#p-10.10(a)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10/subpart-C/section-10.10#p-10.10(d)(2)


  

 

Itemized List of Native American Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects in the Possession or Control 
of California State University, Chico (Chico State) 

 
Itemized Record-Spreadsheet 

Record 
ID 

State County Site Name Collection 
ID 

Acquisition 
history 

# of 
individuals 

# of 
associated
funerary 
objects 

 
Age/Culture/ 
Cultural 
affiliation 

Additional info or 
hazardous 
substances 

          
 
 

Itemized Record-Table Itemized Entry-Paragraph 
Item: 
Accession #: 
Catalogue #: 
Description: 
Site Name: 
Geographical Location: 
Acquisition History: 
Number of individuals: 

Description: 
Accession #: 
Catalogue #: 

Number of associated funerary objects: 
Description: 
Accession #: 
Catalogue #: 

Age/Culture/Cultural affiliation: 
Additional information or hazardous substances: 
Comments: 

State  
County  
Site Name  
Collection ID  
Acquisition history  
# of individuals  
# of associated 
funerary objects 

 

Age/Culture/Cultural 
affiliation 

 

Additional info or 
hazardous 
substances 

 

Comments  
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Tribal Relations 
400 West First Street 
Chico, California 
95929-0150 

tribalrelations@csuchico.edu 

[TRIBAL LEADER NAME, TITLE] 
[TRIBE] 
[EMAIL] 
[PHONE] 
[ADDRESS] 
[CITY, STATE ZIP] [DATE] 

Dear [TITLE, TRIBAL LEADER NAME], 

California State University, Chico (Chico State) houses an estimated [NUMBER] boxes from [NUMBER] 
archaeologically recovered sites from [COUNTY, STATE] that contain Native American [ANCESTORS 
AND/OR CULTURAL ITEMS]. These collections were largely generated in the 1960s and 1970s through 
Chico State faculty research, donation to the Anthropology Department, and salvage archaeology performed at 
the request of law enforcement agencies and private landowners. 

The Office of Tribal Relations would like to invite [TRIBE] to consult regarding the identification, cultural 
affiliation, and repatriation of Native American [ANCESTORS AND/OR CULTURAL ITEMS] currently held 
at the University. This consultation can be in person or over Zoom according to your preferences. If you would 
like to consult, please provide your preferences on a proposed timeline and method for consultation and provide 
any updated contact information for your Tribal Designee/ Point of Contact. 

Other consulting parties who are being invited to consult on these collections are [TRIBE(S)]. I have attached 
the itemized lists for the archeologically recovered sites from [COUNTY] and can send any additional 
information we may have upon request. I have also included summaries for [UNASSOCIATED FUNERARY 
OBJECTS, SACRED OBJECTS, AND/OR OBJECTS OF CULTURAL PATRIMONY] that may be 
potentially affiliated with [TRIBE] as well as a template that you can use on your Tribe’s letterhead if you 
would like to officially establish a Tribal Designee as a point of contact(s) for NAGPRA/CalNAGPRA 
consultation moving forward. 

Our projected time frame for completing an inventory for ancestors and associated funerary objects is 
[TIMELINE]. Please respond to this invitation to consult and indicate whether you choose to participate, 
decline to participate, or defer to another party by [DATE]. 

Thank you very much for your time and thoughtful consideration of this invitation to consult. We look forward 
to working with you. 

Kindest regards, 

[NAME] 
[TITLE] 
Office of Tribal Relations, 
California State University, Chico 
[EMAIL, PHONE] 

mailto:tribalrelations@csuchico.edu
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[TRIBAL LETTERHEAD] 
 

Rachel McBride-Praetorius 
Director 
Office of Tribal Relations 
California State University, Chico 
400 W. 1st Street 
Chico, CA 95929 [DATE] 

 
 

RE: Formal Designation and/or point of contact for [TRIBE] regarding consultation under the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, California Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act, the California Health and Safety Code, and AB-275. 

 
Dear Rachel McBride-Praetorius, 

 
The [TRIBE] authorizes…… [DESIGNEE NAME AND TITLE ] to consult on its behalf 
concerning all matters pertaining to activities enumerated in the Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. §§ 3001-13 (NAGPRA), its accompanying 
regulations, 43 C.F.R. §§ 10.1-.17, and the California Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act, Cal. Health & Safety Code §§ 8010-30 (CalNAGPRA). 

 
[DESIGNEE NAME AND TITLE] will serve as the point of contact for any previous, current, or 
future NAGPRA, CalNAGPRA, and/or CA Health and Safety Code consultation on our behalf. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

[TRIBAL LEADER NAME AND TITLE] 
[TRIBE] 



  

 

 
Appendix E: Consultation Record Template



  

 

2024 NAGPRA Record of Consultation Template 
SUBPARTS B and C 

Updated 3/13/2024 
 

For use by museums or Federal agencies during consultation related to protection on Federal or Tribal 
lands (Subpart B) AND repatriation by museums or Federal agencies (Subpart C). 

 
Use this template to prepare a record of consultation as required by 43 CFR 10.4(b)(2) Step 2 – Consult 
on the plan of action, 43 CFR 10.9(c) Step 3 – Consult on cultural items, and 43 CFR 10.10(c) Step 3 – 
Consult on human remains or associated funerary objects. Consultation may continue until the museum 
or Federal agency sends a disposition or repatriation statement, and additions to a record of consultation 
may be necessary as consultation continues. 

 
Insert the following required information in the appropriate places in this template, indicated by {#. 
Information and additional instructions}. This is the MINIMUM information required; additional 
information may be included as necessary or preferred. The format is only a recommendation and not a 
requirement. 

 
1. Museum or Federal agency. Full name can be abbreviated or referred to by initials after the first 

instance, i.e. Museum of Natural Science (MONS). The appropriate official (Subpart B – 43 CFR 
10.4(a)) or authorized representative (Subpart C - 43 CFR 10.8) may be identified by title or 
individual name. 

2. Consulting parties, individually named or in attached list. This includes any lineal descendant(s) 
and any Indian Tribe(s) or Native Hawaiian organization(s) with potential cultural affiliation. 
Titles or individual names are optional. Names of lineal descendant may be withheld. 

3. Initiation of consultation. 
4. Response to invitation to consult. Record response, no response, and any deference to other 

parties. Include effort to acquire information from consulting parties as required by regulations 
for preference on timeline and method for consultation and name, phone number, email address, 
or mailing address for any authorized representative, traditional religious leader and known 
lineal descendant who may participate in consultation. 

5. Requests for additional information. Record any requests for additional information made by any 
consulting party. 

6. Consultation sessions, including date, type, and goals of each session. Identify participation by 
{1. Museum or Federal agency representatives by title or name} and representatives of the lineal 
descendants/Indian Tribes/NHOs: {2. Specific consulting parties involved}. 

7. Results of consultation, including additional topics as necessary or required. A record of 
consultation must describe the concurrence, disagreement, or nonresponse of the consulting 
parties to the topics addressed during consultation. 

 
Protect sensitive information, as identified by consulting parties, from disclosure to the general public to 
the extent consistent with applicable law. REMOVE these instructions, highlighting, italics, and 
{braces}. VERIFY all required information is included. 

 
DO NOT send to the National NAGPRA Program. 

 
 
 

INSTRUCTION PAGE-DELETE BEFORE SAVING 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10/subpart-B
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10/subpart-C
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10#p-10.4(b)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10#p-10.9(c)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10#p-10.10(c)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10#p-10.4(a)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10#p-10.4(a)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10/subpart-C/section-10.8


  

 

Record of consultation between California State University, Chico (Chico State) and {2. 
Consulting parties} 

 
Initiation of consultation. 
{3. Use this section to make a record of written invitations to consult, including any additional 
information and add to this section if additional consulting parties are identified and invited.} Copies of 
each invitation to consult are on file. 

 
 

Response to invitation to consult 
{4. Use this section to track responses and repeat as needed. Table format is only a suggestion.} 

Consulting party Response No Response Deferred 
Tribe A X or Date   
Tribe B  X or Date  
Tribe C X or Date  X or Date to 

Tribe A and E 
Tribe D  X or Date  
Tribe E X or Date   
Tribe F X or Date   

 
{Include the following information for each consulting party. If not provided, specifically request the 
following information. Table format is only a suggestion.} 

 
Consulting 
party 

Timeline 
preference 

Method 
preference 

Authorized 
representative 

Traditional
religious 
leader 

 Lineal 
descendant 

Notes 

Tribe A Before 
ceremonial 
date 

Zoom or 
phone only 

Person A, 
phone, email 
only 

None None  

Tribe C None None Person B, 
phone, email 

None None Defers to Tribe 
A and E 

Tribe E After 
ceremonial 
date 

In person 
only 

Person C, 
physical mail 
only 

Person E, 
name 

Person G, 
name 

contact only 
through Person 
C 

Tribe F Any Any Person D, 
name, phone, 
email, address 

Person F,
name, 
phone, 
email, 
address 

 Person H,
name, 
phone, 
email, 
address 

  

 
 

Requests for additional information 
{5. Include any requests from consulting parties for additional information. For Subpart C-Repatriation, 
this may include records, catalogues, relevant studies, or other pertinent data and must be provided in a 



  

 

reasonable manner and for the limited purpose of determining cultural affiliation, including geographical 
location or acquisition history.} 

 
 

Consultation sessions 
Consultation was conducted on the following dates: 

{6. Month, Date, Year: Preliminary exchange of information by phone/video/email to discuss how to best 
facilitate and schedule the consultation process.} Participants included {1. Museum or Federal agency 
representatives by title or name} and representatives of the lineal descendants/Indian Tribes/NHOs: {2. 
Specific consulting parties involved}. 

 

 
{6. Month, Date, Year: In person exchange of information at facility. The goal of the meeting was 
{physical inspection, collection review, etc.}.} Participants included {1. Museum or Federal agency 
representatives by title or name} and representatives of the lineal descendants/Indian Tribes/NHOs: {2. 
Specific consulting parties involved}. 

 
{6. Month, Date, Year: Exchange of information by phone/video/email to discuss cultural affiliation and 
duty of care accommodations.} Participants included {1. Museum or Federal agency representatives by 
title or name} and representatives of the lineal descendants/Indian Tribes/NHOs: {2. Specific consulting 
parties involved}. 

 
In addition to the sessions identified above, consultation was carried out via telephone and email between 
{1. Museum or Federal agency representatives by title or name} and representatives of the lineal 
descendants/Indian Tribes/NHOs: {2. Specific consulting parties involved}. Copies of email 
correspondence are on file. 

 
{Add any additional information as needed and add to this section if additional consulting parties are 
identified.} 

 
 

Results of consultation 
{7. Suggested table format, but any format that includes the necessary information is sufficient. Note 
deferring Tribe C only included as concurring only in some instances; otherwise recorded as 
nonresponse. Add or revise topics as necessary or required. Example for requirements to consult on 
human remains or associated funerary objects under 10.10(c).} 

 
Topic Determination Concurrence Disagreement Nonresponse 
Lineal 
descendants 

None identified Tribe A 
Tribe C (deferred) 
Tribe E 
Tribe F 

None Tribe B 
Tribe D   

    
    



  

 

Cultural 
affiliation 

Clearly identified to 
Tribe A, B, C, D, E, 
and F 

*as consensus was not 
reached, museum will 
proceed with 
publication of a notice 
to identify all Indian 
Tribes with cultural 
affiliation. After a 
notice is published, 
Tribe E may make a 
competing request for 
repatriation. 

 

Tribe A 
Tribe F 

Tribe E* Tribe B 
Tribe D 
Tribe C 
(deferred to 
Tribe A and E 
who disagree) 

Associated 
funerary objects 

All objects from a 
burial site are 
associated 
*as consensus was not 
reached, museum will 
proceed with including 
all objects as 
associated funerary 
objects. After a notice 
is published and any 
competing requests are 
resolved, 
determination may be 
revised. 

Tribe A 
Tribe F 

Tribe E* Tribe B 
Tribe D 
Tribe C 
(deferred to 
Tribe A and E 
who disagree) 

 
   
   
   
   
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
Duty of care: 
storage, 
treatment, or 
handling 

Separate room, no 
handling 

Tribe A 
Tribe C (deferred) 
Tribe E 
Tribe F 

None Tribe B 
Tribe D  

   
   

Duty of care: 
requested 
accommodations 

Wrap all boxes in red 
cloth; if not possible, 
cover shelving units in 
red cloth. 

Tribe A 
Tribe C (deferred) 
Tribe E 
Tribe F 

None Tribe B 
Tribe D  

  
   
Duty of care: 
exhibition, access,
and research 

 
No consent to any 
exhibition or research.
Access granted to 
museum staff only to 
wrap boxes and 
shelves in red cloth. 
All other access must 

Tribe A 
Tribe C (deferred) 
Tribe E 
Tribe F 

None Tribe B 
Tribe D   

  
   
    
    
    



  

 

 be restricted until 
disposition/repatriation 
occurs. 

   

 
 

Updated 
Date, initials 
Date, initials 
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2024 NAGPRA Notice of Inventory Completion Template 
CULTURAL AFFILIATION 

Updated 4/23/2024 
 

Use only for human remains and associated funerary objects with cultural affiliation after completing 
or updating a NAGPRA inventory and determining that there is cultural affiliation under 43 CFR 
10.10(d)(1)(iii)(B) or (C) Step 4 – Complete an inventory of human remains or associated funerary 
objects. 

 
Within six months of completing or updating an inventory in Step 4, use this template to complete 43 
CFR 10.10(e) Step 5 – Submit a notice of inventory completion. The museum or Federal agency may 
include in a single notice any human remains or associated funerary objects having the same cultural 
affiliation determination in items 6 and 7 below. 

 
Insert the following seven pieces of information in the appropriate places in this template, indicated by 
{#. Required information and additional instructions}. Provide ONLY the information requested. 

1. Museum or Federal Agency. Full name can be abbreviated or referred to by initials after the first 
instance, i.e. Museum of Natural Science (MONS). 
2. Authorized representative’s name and direct contact information. 
3. The {number} of individuals. 
4. The {number} of associated funerary objects OR No associated funerary objects are present. 
5. A BRIEF abstract of information, updated as appropriate, from the itemized list/inventory. 
6. The determination of cultural affiliation from the inventory EITHER clearly identified by the 
information available OR reasonably identified by the geographical location or acquisition history. 
7. The Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations with cultural affiliation. 

 
Do NOT make any changes to the headings or other sections, especially to the [INSERT DATE 30 
DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER]. This instructs the 
Federal Register to calculate the date upon publication. The notice must conform to the mandatory format 
of the Federal Register and include the required information listed above. 

Before submitting a notice, REMOVE these instructions, highlighting, italics, and {braces}. VERIFY 
all information, especially any numbers or addition. The National NAGPRA Program does not review or 
validate the content of your notice and is not responsible for the determinations in the notice. 

 
Submit a notice by sending it to any consulting party and to the Manager, National NAGPRA Program, 
(nagpra_info@nps.gov) for publication in the Federal Register. 

No later than 21 days after receiving a notice, the Manager, National NAGPRA Program, will either: 
• Approve it for publication in the Federal Register, or 
• Return it to the museum or Federal agency. No later than 14 days after the submission is returned, 

the museum or Federal agency must resubmit the notice to the National NAGPRA Program. 

The notice will publish in the Federal Register 5-10 days after it is approved by the Manager, National 
NAGPRA Program. You will receive an email from the National NAGPRA Program once it is published. 

 
 
 
 

INSTRUCTION PAGE-DELETE BEFORE SUBMITTING 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.10#p-10.10(d)(1)(iii)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.10#p-10.10(d)(1)(iii)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.10#p-10.10(e)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.10#p-10.10(e)


  

 

4312-52 
 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
 

National Park Service 

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-DTSNUMBER; PPWOCRADN0-PCU00RP14.R50000] 
 

Notice of Inventory Completion: California State University, Chico, CA 

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior. 

ACTION: Notice. 
 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

(NAGPRA), California State University, Chico (Chico State) has completed an inventory of 

human remains and associated funerary objects and has determined that there is a cultural 

affiliation between the human remains and associated funerary objects and Indian Tribes or 

Native Hawaiian organizations in this notice. 

DATES: Repatriation of the human remains and associated funerary objects in this notice may 

occur on or after [INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE 

FEDERAL REGISTER]. 

ADDRESSES: {2. Authorized representative’s Name, Museum or Federal Agency’s Name, 

Street Address, City, State Abbreviation Zip Code, telephone (XXX) XXX-XXXX, email 

XXXX@XXXX.XXX}. 

 

 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This notice is published as part of the National Park 

Service’s administrative responsibilities under NAGPRA. The determinations in this notice are 

the sole responsibility of Chico State and additional information on the determinations in this 

notice, including the results of consultation, can be found in its inventory or related records. The 

National Park Service is not responsible for the determinations in this notice. 

Abstract of information available 
 

Human remains representing, at least, {3. number} individuals have been identified. The 

1 



  

 

{4. number} associated funerary objects are {list type of each object or group of objects, e.g., 

pottery sherds, tools, beads, and buttons, OR No associated funerary objects are present}. {5. 

Include a BRIEF abstract of information in the itemized list/inventory, updated as appropriate. 

Include, if available, the geographical location, acquisition history, cultural affiliation, and the 

presence of any potentially hazardous substances used to treat any of the human remains or 

associated funerary objects.} 

 

 

 

 

 
Cultural affiliation 

 
Based on the information available and the results of consultation, {6. Choose one of the 

following options: cultural affiliation is clearly identified by the information available about the 

human remains and associated funerary objects described in this notice. OR cultural affiliation is 

reasonably identified by the geographical location or acquisition history of the human remains 

and associated funerary objects described in this notice.} 

 

 

 

 
Determinations 

 
Chico State has determined that: 

• The human remains described in this notice represent the physical remains of {3. 

number} individuals of Native American ancestry. 
 

• The {4. number} objects described in this notice are reasonably believed to have been 

placed intentionally with or near individual human remains at the time of death or later as 

part of the death rite or ceremony. 

• There is a connection between the human remains and associated funerary objects 

described in this notice and {7. list Indian Tribes with cultural affiliation in alphabetical 

order per the most recent Secretary’s list of federally recognized Indian Tribes, as 

published in the Federal Register, or list Native Hawaiian organizations with cultural 

affiliation}. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

2 
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Requests for Repatriation 
Written requests for repatriation of the human remains and associated funerary objects in 

this notice must be sent to the authorized representative identified in this notice under 

ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation may be submitted by: 

1. Any one or more of the Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations identified in 

this notice. 

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization not identified in 

this notice who shows, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the requestor is a lineal 

descendant or an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization with cultural affiliation. 

Repatriation of the human remains and associated funerary objects described in this 

notice to a requestor may occur on or after [INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF 

PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER]. If competing requests for repatriation are 

received, Chico State must determine the most appropriate requestor prior to repatriation. 

Requests for joint repatriation of the human remains and associated funerary objects are 

considered a single request and not competing requests. Chico State is responsible for sending a 

copy of this notice to the Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations identified in this 

notice. 

AUTHORITY: Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 3003, and 

the implementing regulations, 43 CFR § 10.10. 

Dated: 

Melanie O’Brien 
 

Manager, National NAGPRA Program 



  

 

 
 
 

Appendix G: Notices of Inventory Completion, Lineal Descendant



2024 NAGPRA Notice of Inventory Completion Template 
LINEAL DESCENDANT 

Updated 4/23/2024 

Use only for human remains and associated funerary objects with a known lineal descendant after 
completing or updating a NAGPRA inventory and determining that there is a known lineal descendant 
under 43 CFR 10.10(d)(1)(iii)(A) Step 4 – Complete an inventory of human remains or associated 
funerary objects. 

Within six months of completing or updating an inventory in Step 4, use this template to complete 43 
CFR 10.10(e) Step 5 – Submit a notice of inventory completion. The museum or Federal agency may 
include in a single notice any human remains or associated funerary objects having the same lineal 
descendant determination in item 6 below. 

Insert the following six pieces of information in the appropriate places in this template, indicated by {#. 
Required information and additional instructions}. Provide ONLY the information requested. 

1. Museum or Federal Agency. Full name can be abbreviated or referred to by initials after the first
instance, i.e. Museum of Natural Science (MONS).
2. Authorized representative’s name and direct contact information.
3. The {number} of individuals.
4. The {number} of associated funerary objects OR No associated funerary objects are present.
5. A BRIEF abstract of information, updated as appropriate, from the itemized list/inventory.
6. The determination of a known lineal descendant (whose name may be withheld) from the
inventory.

Do NOT make any changes to the headings or other sections, especially to the [INSERT DATE 30 
DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER]. This instructs the 
Federal Register to calculate the date upon publication. The notice must conform to the mandatory format 
of the Federal Register and include the required information listed above. 

Before submitting a notice, REMOVE these instructions, highlighting, italics, and {braces}. VERIFY 
all information, especially any numbers or addition. The National NAGPRA Program does not review or 
validate the content of your notice and is not responsible for the determinations in the notice. 

Submit a notice by sending it to any consulting party and to the Manager, National NAGPRA Program, 
(nagpra_info@nps.gov) for publication in the Federal Register. 

No later than 21 days after receiving a notice, the Manager, National NAGPRA Program, will either: 
• Approve it for publication in the Federal Register, or
• Return it to the museum or Federal agency. No later than 14 days after the submission is returned,

the museum or Federal agency must resubmit the notice to the National NAGPRA Program.

The notice will publish in the Federal Register 5-10 days after it is approved by the Manager, National 
NAGPRA Program. You will receive an email from the National NAGPRA Program once it is published. 

INSTRUCTION PAGE-DELETE BEFORE SUBMITTING 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.10#p-10.10(d)(1)(iii)(A)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.10#p-10.10(e)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.10#p-10.10(e)
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4312-52 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

National Park Service 

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-DTSNUMBER; PPWOCRADN0-PCU00RP14.R50000] 

Notice of Inventory Completion: California State University, Chico, CA 

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

(NAGPRA), California State University, Chico (Chico State) has completed an inventory of human 

remains and associated funerary objects and has determined that there is a known lineal descendant 

connected to the human remains and associated funerary objects in this notice. 

DATES: Repatriation of the human remains and associated funerary objects in this notice may 

occur on or after [INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE 

FEDERAL REGISTER]. 

ADDRESSES: {2. Authorized representative’s Name, Museum or Federal Agency’s Name, 

Street Address, City, State Abbreviation Zip Code, telephone (XXX) XXX-XXXX, email 

XXXX@XXXX.XXX}. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This notice is published as part of the National Park 

Service’s administrative responsibilities under NAGPRA. The determinations in this notice are 

the sole responsibility of Chico State and additional information on the determinations in this 

notice, including the results of consultation, can be found in its inventory or related records. The 

National Park Service is not responsible for the determinations in this notice. 

Abstract of information available 

Human remains representing, at least, {3. number} individuals have been identified. The 

{4. number} associated funerary objects are {list type of each object or group of objects, e.g., 



2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pottery sherds, tools, beads, and buttons, OR No associated funerary objects are present}. {5. 

Include a BRIEF abstract of information in the itemized list/inventory, updated as appropriate. 

Include, if available, the geographical location, acquisition history, cultural affiliation, and the 

presence of any potentially hazardous substances used to treat any of the human remains or 

associated funerary objects.} 

Lineal descendant 

Based on the information available and the results of consultation, a lineal descendant is 

connected to the human remains and associated funerary objects described in this notice. 

Determinations 

Chico State has determined that: 

• The human remains described in this notice represent the physical remains of {3. 

number} individuals of Native American ancestry. 

• The {4. number} objects described in this notice are reasonably believed to have been 

placed intentionally with or near individual human remains at the time of death or later as 

part of the death rite or ceremony. 

• {6. Choose one: {Name of lineal descendant(s)} is/are connected to the human remains 

and associated funerary objects described in this notice. OR A known lineal descendant 

(name withheld per request) is connected to the human remains and associated funerary 

objects described in this notice.} 

Requests for Repatriation 

Written requests for repatriation of the human remains and associated funerary objects in 

this notice must be sent to the authorized representative identified in this notice under 

ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation may be submitted by: 

1. The known lineal descendant connected to the human remains and associated funerary 

objects. 
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2. Any other lineal descendant not identified who shows, by a preponderance of the 

evidence, that the requestor is a lineal descendant. 

Repatriation of the human remains and associated funerary objects described in this 

notice to a requestor may occur on or after [INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF 

PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER]. If competing requests for repatriation are 

received, Chico State must determine the most appropriate requestor prior to repatriation. 

Requests for joint repatriation of the human remains and associated funerary objects are 

considered a single request and not competing requests. Chico State is responsible for sending 

a copy of this notice to the lineal descendant and any other consulting parties. 

AUTHORITY: Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 3003, and 

the implementing regulations, 43 CFR § 10.10. 

Dated: 

Melanie O’Brien 
 

Manager, National NAGPRA Program 



  

 

Appendix H: Request for Repatriation Template



  

 

[Tribal Letterhead] 
 
 
[NAME] 
[TITLE] 
Office of Tribal Relations 
California State University, Chico 
[EMAIL] 
[PHONE] 
California State University, Chico [DATE] 
400 W First Street 
Chico, CA 95929 

 
Dear [NAME], 

 
I am contacting you on behalf of the [TRIBE]. [TRIBE] would like to request the repatriation of Native 
American [ANCESTORS, ASSOCIATED FUNERARY OBJECTS, UNASSOCIATED FUNERARY 
OBJECTS, SACRED OBJECTS, AND/OR OBJECTS OF CULTURAL PATRIMONY] that are culturally 
affiliated with [TRIBE] under the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) and its 
California counterpart CalNAGPRA. 

 
[TRIBE] is respectfully requesting repatriation of the following [ANCESTORS, ASSOCIATED FUNERARY 
OBJECTS, UNASSOCIATED FUNERARY OBJECTS, SACRED OBJECTS, AND/OR OBJECTS OF 
CULTURAL PATRIMONY] at California State University, Chico. 

[ACCESSION NUMBER, TRINOMIAL(S)] 

 
[TRIBE] is a [FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED TRIBE/ NON-FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED] Indian Tribe and 
can demonstrate cultural affiliation based on geographic location and expert opinion in the form of Tribal 
traditional knowledge. 

We look forward to working with your staff on advancing this request for repatriation. We recognize that 
transfer cannot occur until at least thirty (30) days after publication of the [NIC/NIR] in the Federal Register. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
[NAME] 
[TITLE] 
[TRIBE] 
[ADDRESS] 
[CITY, STATE, ZIP] 
[PHONE] 
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Tribal Relations 
400 West First Street 
Chico, California 
95929-0150 

 
tribalrelations@csuchico.edu 

 
 
[TRIBAL DESIGNEE NAME, TITLE] 
[TRIBE] 
[EMAIL] 
[PHONE] 
[ADDRESS] 
[CITY, STATE ZIP] [DATE] 

 
Dear [TRIBAL DESIGNEE NAME], 

 

 
This letter is to notify you that the enclosed Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

(NAGPRA) [NOTICE OF INVENTORY COMPLETION/ NOTICE OF INTENDED REPATRIATION] has 

been published in the Federal Register by California State University, Chico (Chico State) on [DATE] for the 

following [ANCESTORS/ASSOCIATED FUNERARY OBJECTS/UNASSOCIATED FUNERARY 

OBJECTS/SACRED OBJECTS/OBJECTS OF CULTURAL PATRIMONY]: 

 
 
[ACCESSION NUMBER(S), TRINOMIAL(S)] 

 
 
 
Written requests for repatriation of the [ANCESTORS/ASSOCIATED FUNERARY 

OBJECTS/UNASSOCIATED FUNERARY OBJECTS/SACRED OBJECTS/OBJECTS OF CULTURAL 

PATRIMONY] can be emailed or mailed to me. Requests for repatriation may be submitted by: 
 

1. Any one or more of the Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations identified in this notice. 
 

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization not identified in this notice who 

shows, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the requestor is a lineal descendant or an Indian Tribe or Native 

Hawaiian organization with cultural affiliation. 



  

 

Tribal Relations 
400 West First Street 
Chico, California 
95929-0150 

 
tribalrelations@csuchico.edu 

 
Repatriation of the [ANCESTORS/ASSOCIATED FUNERARY OBJECTS/UNASSOCIATED 

FUNERARY OBJECTS/SACRED OBJECTS/OBJECTS OF CULTURAL PATRIMONY] described in this 

notice to a requestor may occur on or after [INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN 

THE FEDERAL REGISTER]. Chico State is responsible for sending a copy of this notice to [LIST OF 

TRIBES IDENTIFIED IN NOTICE]. 

Kindest Regards, 
 
 
 

 
[NAME] 
[TITLE] 
[EMAIL] 
[PHONE] 
California State University, Chico 
400 W. First Street 
Chico, CA 95929 
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2024 NAGPRA Notice of Intended Repatriation Template 
CULTURALLY AFFILIATED 

Updated 1/30/2024 

Use only for unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony after a 
receiving request for repatriation from an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization (see 43 CFR 
10.9(d) Step 4 – Receive and consider requests) and appropriate response (see 43 CFR 10.9(e) Step 5 – 
Respond to requests). 

Use this template to complete 43 CFR 10.9(f) Step 6 – Submit a notice of intended repatriation no later 
than 30 days after responding to a request for repatriation that meets the criteria for a request. The 
museum or Federal agency may include in a single notice all cultural items with the same requestors 
identified in item 6 below. 

Insert the following six pieces of information in the appropriate places in this template, indicated by {#. 
Required information and additional instructions}. Provide ONLY the information requested. 

1. Museum or Federal Agency. Full name can be abbreviated or referred to by initials after the first 
instance, i.e. Museum of Natural Science (MONS). 
2. Authorized representatives’ name and direct contact information. 
3. The {number} of cultural items. 
4. The {number} of {pick appropriate terms - unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects, objects 
of cultural patrimony}. 
5. A BRIEF abstract of information from the compiled summary. 
6. The Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations requesting repatriation. 

Do NOT make any changes to the headings or other sections, especially to the [INSERT DATE 30 
DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER]. This instructs the 
Federal Register to calculate the date upon publication. The notice must conform to the mandatory format 
of the Federal Register and include the required information listed above. 

Before submitting a notice, REMOVE these instructions, highlighting, italics, and {braces}. VERIFY 
all information, especially any numbers or addition. The National NAGPRA Program does not review or 
validate the content of your notice and is not responsible for the determinations in the notice. 

Submit a notice by sending it to any consulting party and to the Manager, National NAGPRA Program, 
(nagpra_info@nps.gov) for publication in the Federal Register. 

No later than 21 days after receiving a notice, the Manager, National NAGPRA Program, will either: 
• Approve it for publication in the Federal Register, or 
• Return it to the museum or Federal agency. No later than 14 days after the submission is returned, 

the museum or Federal agency must resubmit the notice to the National NAGPRA Program. 

The notice will publish in the Federal Register 5-10 days after it is approved by the Manager, National 
NAGPRA Program. You will receive an email from the National NAGPRA Program once it is published. 

INSTRUCTION PAGE-DELETE BEFORE SUBMITTING 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.9#p-10.9(d)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.9#p-10.9(d)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.9#p-10.9(e)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.9#p-10.9(f)
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4312-52 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

National Park Service 

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-DTSNUMBER; PPWOCRADN0-PCU00RP14.R50000] 

Notice of Intended Repatriation: {1. Museum or Federal Agency, City, State Abbreviation} 

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

(NAGPRA), the {1. Museum or Federal Agency} intends to repatriate certain cultural items that 

meet the definition of unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects, and/or objects of cultural 

patrimony and that have a cultural affiliation with the Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian 

organizations in this notice. 

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items in this notice may occur on or after [INSERT DATE 

30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER]. 

ADDRESSES: {2. Authorized representative’s Name, Museum or Federal Agency’s Name, 

Street Address, City, State Abbreviation Zip Code, telephone (XXX) XXX-XXXX, email 

XXXX@XXXX.XXX}. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This notice is published as part of the National Park 

Service’s administrative responsibilities under NAGPRA. The determinations in this notice are 

the sole responsibility of the {1. Museum or Federal Agency}, and additional information on the 

determinations in this notice, including the results of consultation, can be found in the summary 

or related records. The National Park Service is not responsible for the determinations in this 

notice. 

Abstract of information available 

A total of {3. number} cultural items have been requested for repatriation. The {4. Pick 
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appropriate sentence, repeat as needed: The {4. number} of unassociated funerary objects OR 

The {4. number} sacred objects OR The {4. number} of objects of cultural patrimony OR The {4. 

number} sacred objects/objects of cultural patrimony} are {list type of each object or group of 

objects, e.g., pipes, stone projectile points, ceramic beads, and buttons}. {5. Include a BRIEF 

abstract of information in the compiled summary, updated as appropriate. Include, if available, 

the geographical location, acquisition history, cultural affiliation, and the presence of any 

potentially hazardous substances used to treat any of the cultural items.} 

Determinations 

The {1. Museum or Federal Agency} has determined that: 

Use appropriate bullets based on type of cultural item. Delete any not applicable. 

• The {4. number} unassociated funerary objects described in this notice are reasonably 

believed to have been placed intentionally with or near human remains, and are 

connected, either at the time of death or later as part of the death rite or ceremony of a 

Native American culture according to the Native American traditional knowledge of a 

lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization. The unassociated 

funerary objects have been identified by a preponderance of the evidence as related to 

human remains, specific individuals, or families, or removed from a specific burial site or 

burial area of an individual or individuals with cultural affiliation to an Indian Tribe or 

Native Hawaiian organization. 

• The {4. number} sacred objects described in this notice are specific ceremonial objects 

needed by a traditional Native American religious leader for present-day adherents to 

practice traditional Native American religion, according to the Native American 

traditional knowledge of a lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian 

organization. 
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• The {4. number} objects of cultural patrimony described in this notice have ongoing 

historical, traditional, or cultural importance central to the Native American group, 

including any constituent sub-group (such as a band, clan, lineage, ceremonial society, or 

other subdivision), according to the Native American traditional knowledge of an Indian 

Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization. 

• The {4. number} sacred objects/objects of cultural patrimony described in this notice are, 

according to the Native American traditional knowledge of an Indian Tribe or Native 

Hawaiian organization, specific ceremonial objects needed by a traditional Native 

American religious leader for present-day adherents to practice traditional Native 

American religion, and have ongoing historical, traditional, or cultural importance central 

to the Native American group, including any constituent sub-group (such as a band, clan, 

lineage, ceremonial society, or other subdivision). 

• There is a reasonable connection between the cultural items described in this notice and 

{6. list the requesting Indian Tribes in alphabetical order per the most recent Secretary’s 

list of federally recognized Indian Tribes, as published in the Federal Register, or list 

Native Hawaiian organizations}. 

Requests for Repatriation 

Additional, written requests for repatriation of the cultural items in this notice must be 

sent to the authorized representative identified in this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests for 

repatriation may be submitted by any lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian 

organization not identified in this notice who shows, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the 

requestor is a lineal descendant or a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian 

organization. 

Repatriation of the cultural items in this notice to a requestor may occur on or after 
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[INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL 

REGISTER]. If competing requests for repatriation are received, the {1. Museum or Federal 

Agency} must determine the most appropriate requestor prior to repatriation. Requests for joint 

repatriation of the cultural items are considered a single request and not competing requests. The 

{1. Museum or Federal Agency} is responsible for sending a copy of this notice to the Indian 

Tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations identified in this notice and to any other consulting 

parties. 

AUTHORITY: Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 3004 and 

the implementing regulations, 43 CFR § 10.9. 

Dated: 

Melanie O’Brien 

Manager, National NAGPRA Program 



  

 

 
 
 

Appendix K: Notice of Intended Repatriation, Lineal Descendent Template



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 NAGPRA Notice of Intended Repatriation Template 
LINEAL DESCENDANTS 

Updated 1/30/2024 

Use only for unassociated funerary objects or sacred objects after receiving a request for repatriation 
from a lineal descendant (see 43 CFR 10.9(d) Step 4 – Receive and consider requests) and appropriate 
response (see 43 CFR 10.9(e) Step 5 – Respond to requests). 

Use this template to complete 43 CFR 10.9(f) Step 6 – Submit a notice of intended repatriation no later 
than 30 days after responding to a request for repatriation that meets the criteria for a request. The 
museum or Federal agency may include in a single notice all cultural items with the same requestors 
identified in item 6 below. 

Insert the following six pieces of information in the appropriate places in this template, indicated by {#. 
Required information and additional instructions}. Provide ONLY the information requested. 

1. Museum or Federal Agency. Full name can be abbreviated or referred to by initials after the first 
instance, i.e. Museum of Natural Science (MONS). 
2. Authorized representatives’ name and direct contact information. 
3. The {number} of cultural items. 
4. The {number} of {pick appropriate terms - unassociated funerary objects or sacred objects}. 
5. A BRIEF abstract of information from the compiled summary. 
6. The lineal descendant (whose name may be withheld) requesting repatriation. 

Do NOT make any changes to the headings or other sections, especially to the [INSERT DATE 30 
DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER]. This instructs the 
Federal Register to calculate the date upon publication. The notice must conform to the mandatory format 
of the Federal Register and include the required information listed above. 

Before submitting a notice, REMOVE these instructions, highlighting, italics, and {braces}. VERIFY 
all information, especially any numbers or addition. The National NAGPRA Program does not review or 
validate the content of your notice and is not responsible for the determinations in the notice. 

Submit a notice by sending it to any consulting party and to the Manager, National NAGPRA Program, 
(nagpra_info@nps.gov) for publication in the Federal Register. 

No later than 21 days after receiving a notice, the Manager, National NAGPRA Program, will either: 
• Approve it for publication in the Federal Register, or 
• Return it to the museum or Federal agency. No later than 14 days after the submission is returned, 

the museum or Federal agency must resubmit the notice to the National NAGPRA Program. 

The notice will publish in the Federal Register 5-10 days after it is approved by the Manager, National 
NAGPRA Program. You will receive an email from the National NAGPRA Program once it is published. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.9#p-10.9(d)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.9#p-10.9(e)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.9#p-10.9(f)
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4312-52 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

 
National Park Service 

 
[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-DTSNUMBER; PPWOCRADN0-PCU00RP14.R50000] 

 
Notice of Intended Repatriation: {1. Museum or Federal Agency, City, State Abbreviation} 

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior. 

ACTION: Notice. 
 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

(NAGPRA), the {1. Museum or Federal Agency} intends to repatriate certain cultural items that 

meet the definition of unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects, and/or objects of cultural 

patrimony and that have a known lineal descendant. 

 

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items in this notice may occur on or after [INSERT DATE 

30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER]. 

ADDRESSES: {2. Authorized representative’s Name, Museum or Federal Agency’s Name, 

Street Address, City, State Abbreviation Zip Code, telephone (XXX) XXX-XXXX, email 

XXXX@XXXX.XXX}. 

 

 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This notice is published as part of the National Park 

Service’s administrative responsibilities under NAGPRA. The determinations in this notice are 

the sole responsibility of the {1. Museum or Federal Agency}, and additional information on the 

determinations in this notice, including the results of consultation, can be found in the summary 

or related records. The National Park Service is not responsible for the determinations in this 

notice. 

Abstract of information available 

A total of {3. number} cultural items have been requested for repatriation. The {4. Pick 

appropriate sentence, repeat as needed: The {4. number} of unassociated funerary objects OR 
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The {4. number} sacred objects} are {list type of each object or group of objects, e.g., pipes, 

stone projectile points, ceramic beads, and buttons}. {5. Include a BRIEF abstract of information 

in the compiled summary, updated as appropriate. Include, if available, the geographical 

location, acquisition history, cultural affiliation, and the presence of any potentially hazardous 

substances used to treat any of the cultural items.} 

 

 

 

 
Determinations 

 
The {1. Museum or Federal Agency} has determined that: 

 
Use appropriate bullets based on type of cultural item. Delete any not applicable. 

• The {4. number} unassociated funerary objects described in this notice are reasonably 

believed to have been placed intentionally with or near human remains, and are 

connected, either at the time of death or later as part of the death rite or ceremony of a 

Native American culture according to the Native American traditional knowledge of a 

lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization. The unassociated 

funerary objects have been identified by a preponderance of the evidence as related to 

human remains, specific individuals, or families, or removed from a specific burial site or 

burial area of an individual or individuals with cultural affiliation to an Indian Tribe or 

Native Hawaiian organization. 

• The {4. number} sacred objects described in this notice are specific ceremonial objects 

needed by a traditional Native American religious leader for present-day adherents to 

practice traditional Native American religion, according to the Native American 

traditional knowledge of a lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian 

organization. 

• {6. Choose one: {Name of lineal descendant(s)} is/are connected to the cultural items 

described in this notice. OR A known lineal descendant (name withheld per request) is 
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connected to the cultural items described in this notice.}. 
 

Requests for Repatriation 
 

Additional, written requests for repatriation of the cultural items in this notice must be 

sent to the authorized representative identified in this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests for 

repatriation may be submitted by any lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian 

organization not identified in this notice who shows, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the 

requestor is a lineal descendant or a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian 

organization. 

Repatriation of the cultural items in this notice to a requestor may occur on or after 

[INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL 

REGISTER]. If competing requests for repatriation are received, the {1. Museum or Federal 

Agency} must determine the most appropriate requestor prior to repatriation. Requests for joint 

repatriation of the cultural items are considered a single request and not competing requests. The 

{1. Museum or Federal Agency} is responsible for sending a copy of this notice to the Indian 

Tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations identified in this notice and to any other consulting 

parties. 

 

AUTHORITY: Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 3004 and 

the implementing regulations, 43 CFR § 10.9. 

Dated: 

Melanie O’Brien 

Manager, National NAGPRA Program 
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2024 NAGPRA Repatriation Statement Template 
Updated 1/31/2024 

{INSERT Letterhead or Museum/Federal agency Name, City and State} 

{DATE} 
 

 
 

In accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA; 25 
U.S.C. 3001 et seq) and its implementing regulations (43 CFR part 10), this statement certifies 
the following: 

• The {1. Museum or Federal Agency} relinquishes possession or control of 
• the {2. choose appropriate terms: human remains, associated funerary objects, 

unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects, objects of cultural patrimony} listed in the 
attached Federal Register notice(s) to 

• {3. list all of the requesting lineal descendant (whose name may be withheld), Indian Tribes, or 
Native Hawaiian organizations}. 

{optional but recommended statement} The {1. Museum or Federal Agency} has {choose as 
appropriate: 4. Information about OR no information about} the human remains or cultural 
items being treated with pesticides, preservatives, or other substances that represent a potential 
hazard to the object(s) or to person(s) handling the object(s). Any information about these 
treatments was previously shared with the recipients. 

 
After sending this repatriation statement, {1. Museum or Federal Agency} will: 

1. Consult with the parties above on custody and physical transfer, 
2. Document any physical transfer, and 
3. Protect sensitive information from disclosure to the general public to the extent consistent 

with applicable law. 
 

Nothing in the Act or this part limits the authority of the {1. Museum or Federal Agency} to enter 
into any agreement with the requestor concerning the human remains or associated funerary objects. 

The {1. Museum or Federal Agency} will send a copy of this repatriation statement to all parties 
identified above. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

{Museum or Federal agency authorized representative signature block} 

Enclosure(s): Federal Register notice(s) 

CC: {All requesting lineal descendants, Indian Tribes, or Native Hawaiian organizations} 



  

 

 
Appendix M: Transfer of Control Template



Tribal Relations 
400 West First Street 
Chico, California 
95929-0150 

tribalrelations@csuchico.edu 

Native American Graves and Repatriation Act and California Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act 

Transfer of Control 

[DATE] 

California State University, Chico (Chico State) does hereby transfer control of the ancestral remains, 
associated funerary objects, unassociated funerary objects, and objects of cultural patrimony listed in the 
attached Federal Register notices to the Mechoopda Indian Tribe of Chico Rancheria, California. This transfer 
of control is made pursuant to, and in accordance with, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Act of 1990 and its implementing regulations. 

Pursuant to 43 C.F.R § 10.10(e), Chico State hereby informs the Mechoopda Indian Tribe of Chico Rancheria, 
California that it has no record of the ancestral remains, associated funerary objects, unassociated funerary 
objects, or objects of cultural patrimony being treated with pesticides, preservatives, or other substances that 
represent a potential hazard to the object(s) or to person(s) handling the object(s). 

Pursuant to 43 C.F.R § 10.10(f), Chico State will keep this document for their official files in order to 
permanently document the content and recipient(s) of the transfer of control. 

Pursuant to, and in accordance with and the California Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Act, Cal. Health & Safety Code §§ 8010-30 (CalNAGPRA). 

Pursuant to 43 C.F.R § 10.10(d), possession will be transferred from Chico State to the Mechoopda Indian Tribe 
of Chico Rancheria, California have found agreeable through consultation. 

Released By:  
Rachel McBride-Praetorius 
Director of Tribal Relations 
California State University, Chico 

Date:

Received By:  
[TRIBAL DESIGNEE] 
[TITLE] 
[TRIBE] 

Date:

T 
r 
i 
b 
a 
l 
R 
e 
l 

mailto:tribalrelations@csuchico.edu
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Tribal Relations 
400 West First Street 
Chico, California 
95929-0150 

tribalrelations@csuchico.edu 

HELD-IN-TRUST AGREEMENT 
FOR THE ARCHAEOLOGICALLY RECOVERED TEACHING COLLECTION 

PURPOSE OF AGREEMENT 

Native American Tribes and lineal descendants with legal rights to the control their cultural heritage. 
The parties below agree that the California State University, Chico, Office of Tribal Relations (“Chico 
State OTR”) will maintain physical custody of the transferred objects. The Chico State OTR will house 
and store the transferred objects according to requested Tribal preferences expressed through 
consultation. The purpose of this Held-in-Trust Agreement is to document the duration and conditions 
during the period in which Chico State OTR houses the transferred objects. 

This Agreement applies to the following objects: 

Site or Object Number (s):   

Site or Object Description (s): 

This Held-In-TRUST AGREEMENT (Agreement), is entered into on [DATE] by and between 
[TRIBE(S)] whose contact information is: 

Indian Tribe/Native Hawaiian Organization:  
Phone
Mailing Address:  
City:  State: Zip: 
Contact Name: Title: 
Email: Phone:  

Indian Tribe/Native Hawaiian Organization:  
Phone: 
Mailing Address:  
City:  State: Zip: 
Contact Name: Title: 
Email:  Phone:  

Indian Tribe/Native Hawaiian Organization:  
Phone: 
Mailing Address:  
City:  State: Zip: 
Contact Name: Title: 
Email: Phone:  

mailto:tribalrelations@csuchico.edu


  

 

Indian Tribe/Native Hawaiian Organization:    
Phone:   
Mailing Address:   
City:   State: Zip:  
Contact Name: Title:  
Email:  Phone:   

 
Indian Tribe/Native Hawaiian Organization:    
Phone:   
Mailing Address:   
City:   State: Zip:  
Contact Name: Title:  
Email:  Phone:   

 
Indian Tribe/Native Hawaiian Organization:    
Phone:   
Mailing Address:   
City:   State: Zip:  
Contact Name: Title:  
Email:  Phone:   

 
and Chico State OTR whose contact information is: 

California State University, Chico 
Office of Tribal Relations 
400 W First Street 
Chico, CA 95928 
Email: rmcbride@csuchico.edu 
Phone: (530) 898-6241 

This agreement will be reviewed on [DATE], which does not exceed five years from the start date. 
 
 

ARTICLE I. DEFINITIONS 
 

The following terms shall have the following meaning for purposes of this Agreement: 
1.1 “Agreement” shall refer to this document along with the 

1.1.1. Transfer of Control 

1.1.2. Transfer of Physical Custody, which is signed upon removal from Chico 
State OTR 

 
 

ARTICLE II. CUSTODY 
2.1 Title (the legal rights to control) to the archaeologically recovered objects 

(referred to hereinafter as “the Transferred Objects”) being held in trust under this 
Agreement lies with the Depositor. 

2.2 The Transferred Objects are in the control of more than one Indian Tribes/Native 
Hawaiian organizations, all those in control will be required to either authorize 
the Depositor to enter into the agreement or jointly sign the Agreement. 



  

 

2.3 The Depositor acknowledges that they have full authority and power to make this 
deposit, enter into this Agreement, have read the conditions of this Agreement, 
and agree to be bound by said conditions. 

 
 

ARTICLE III. CARE AND ACCESS 
3.1 Chico State OTR will exercise the same care and respect for the Transferred 

Objects as it does for comparable items under its control. 

3.2 Evidence of damage to Transferred Objects at the time of receipt or while in 
Chico State OTR’s custody will be reported promptly to the Depositor. No 
alteration, with the exception of B-72 lacquer application for purposes of labeling, 
will be undertaken without the authorization of the Depositor. 

3.3 The Depositor understands that the Museum does not carry insurance on the 
Transferred Objects on this Agreement. The Depositor agrees that the Chico 
State OTR will not be liable for any loss of or damage to the Transferred Objects. 

 
 

ARTICLE IV. COSTS 
4.1 Any costs for services and supplies associated with the care and custody of the 

Transferred Objects will be borne by Chico State OTR. 
 
 

ARTICLE V. COMMUNICATION 
5.1 All correspondence regarding this Agreement will be sent to the email and 

physical mailing addresses listed in the Agreement. 
 

 
ARTICLE VI. TERMINATION 

6.1 The duration of the Agreement is for the period stated above. The Agreement 
may be extended after review every five years, signed by all parties. The 
Depositor(s) can terminate the agreement at any time, subject to the provisions of 
reasonable notice to the other parties. Reasonable notice means 30 days. 

 
6.2 The Transferred Objects will only be returned to the Depositor(s) or an authorized 

agent or representative. Notice of an authorized agent or representative must be 
made in writing to the Chico State OTR prior to releasing the collection(s) 

 
6.3 Any changes to this document or the conditions as outlined above must be made 

in writing and are subject to review by Chico State OTR. 



  

 

Deposited By:  Date:  
[TRIBAL DESIGNEE] 
[TITLE] 
[TRIBE] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Received By:  Date: _ 
Rachel McBride-Praetorius 
Director of Tribal Relations 
California State University, Chico 
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Tribal Relations 
400 West First Street 
Chico, California 
95929-0150 

tribalrelations@csuchico.edu 

[NAME, TITLE] 
[TRIBE] 
[EMAIL] 
[PHONE] 
[ADDRESS] 
[CITY, STATE, ZIP] 

 

Dear [TITLE, NAME], 

 
This letter is to notify you that California State University, Chico (Chico State) has received a 

NAGPRA/CalNAGPRA Request for Repatriation from [TRIBE] for the following [ANCESTOR, 

ASSOCIATED FUNERARY OBJECT, UNASSOCIATED FUNERARY OBJECT, SACRED OBJECT, 

OBJECT OF CULTURAL PATRIMONY] on [DATE]. 

 
[INSERT SITE ACCESSION #s and TRINOMIALS] 

If you would like to consult, respond to the request for repatriation, or have questions surrounding the request 

for repatriation, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Kindest Regards, 

[NAME] 

[TITLE] 

Office of Tribal Relations 
California State University, Chico 
[EMAIL] 
[PHONE] 
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2024 NAGPRA Statement of Federal Agency Holding or Collection Template 
MUSEUMS WITH CUSTODY 

Updated 3/20/2024 
 
 

For use by museums with custody of a Federal agency holding or collection under 43 CFR 10.8. 
 

No later than January 13, 2025, use this template to complete 43 CFR 10.8(c) Museums with custody of 
a Federal agency holding or collection 

 
Insert the following 5 pieces of information in the appropriate places in this template indicated by {#. 
Required information and additional instructions}. 

1. Museum name. 

2. Date approved, signed, and sent. Documents are timely based on the date sent (43 CFR 
10.1(f)(2)). 

3. Federal agency name, addressee, and contact information. 

4. Description of holding or collection. 

5. Museum authorized official’s signature, name, and direct contact information. 

 
Before sending the statement of Federal agency holding or collection, REMOVE these instructions, 
highlighting, italics, and {braces}. 

 
Send the statement to the Federal agency and to the Manager, National NAGPRA Program at 
napgra_info@nps.gov. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INSTRUCTION PAGE-DELETE BEFORE SUBMITTING 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/section-10.8
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.8#p-10.8(c)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.1#p-10.1(f)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.1#p-10.1(f)(2)


  

 

{1. INSERT Letterhead or Museum Name, City and State} 

 
{2. Date sent} 

 
{3. Federal agency addressee and contact information} 

 
 

In accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA; 25 U.S.C. 
3001 et seq.) and its implementing regulation at 43 CFR 10.8(c), the {1. Museum} has custody of a 
holding or collection that may contain Native American human remains or cultural items that are most 
likely in the possession or control of {3. Federal agency}. 

 
{4. Include a brief description of the holding or collection. Additional information may be included in an 
attachment.} 

 
We look forward to your response under 43 CFR 10.8(c)(1) no later than 180 days following receipt of 
our statement. Failure to do so will constitute an acknowledgement that your Federal agency has control 
of the above described holding or collection. 

 
The {1. Museum} is sending a copy of this statement to the Manager of the National NAGPRA Program. 

Sincerely, 

 
{5. Museum authorized official’s signature, name, and direct contact information.} 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.8#p-10.8(c)(1)


  

 

Appendix Q: Statement of Other Holdings or Collections Template 



  

 

2024 NAGPRA Statement of Other Holdings or Collections Template 
MUSEUMS WITH CUSTODY 

Updated 3/21/2024 
 

For use by museums with custody of NON-Federal holdings or collections under 43 CFR 10.8. 
For Federal holdings or collections, use the correct template. 

 
No later than January 13, 2025, use this template to complete 43 CFR 10.8(d) Museums with custody of 
other holdings or collections, for holdings or collections that may contain Native American human 
remains or cultural items and for which the museum cannot identify any person, institution, State or local 
government agency, or Federal agency with possession or control of the holding or collection. 

 
Insert the following 4 pieces of information in the appropriate places in this template indicated by {#. 
Required information and additional instructions}. 

1. Museum name. 

2. Date signed and sent. Documents are timely based on the date sent (43 CFR 10.1(f)(2)). 

3. Description of holding or collection. 

4. Museum authorized official’s signature, name, and direct contact information. 

 
Before sending the statement, REMOVE these instructions, highlighting, italics, and {braces}. 

 
Send the statement to the Manager, National NAGPRA Program at napgra_info@nps.gov. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INSTRUCTION PAGE-DELETE BEFORE SUBMITTING 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/section-10.8
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nagpra/upload/Statement-of-Federal-Agency-Holding-or-Collection.docx
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.8#p-10.8(d)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.1#p-10.1(f)(2)


  

 

{1. INSERT Letterhead or Museum Name, City and State} 

 
{2. Date sent} 

 
 

Manager, National NAGPRA Program 
National Park Service 
nagpra_info@nps.gov 

 
Dear Manager, 

 
In accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA; 25 U.S.C. 
3001 et seq.) and its implementing regulation at 43 CFR 10.8(d), the {1. Museum} has custody of a 
holding or collection that may contain Native American human remains or cultural items and for which it 
cannot identify any person, institution, State or local government agency, or Federal agency with 
possession or control of the holding or collection. 

 
{3. Include a brief description of the holding or collection. Additional information may be included in an 
attachment.} 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

{4. Museum authorized official’s signature, name, and direct contact information.} 



  

 

Appendix R: Statement of State Agency Holding or Collections Template 



  

 

For use by museums with custody of a state agency holding or collection 
 

No later than January 13, 2025, use this template to notify the most likely state or local agency of 
holdings or collections in the possession or control of Chico State. 

 
Insert the following 5 pieces of information in the appropriate places in this template indicated by {#. 
Required information and additional instructions}. 

1. Museum name. 

2. Date approved, signed, and sent. 

3. Federal agency name, addressee, and contact information. 

4. Description of holding or collection. 

5. Chico State’s authorized official’s signature, name, and direct contact information. 

 
Before sending the statement of state or local agency holding or collection, REMOVE these 
instructions, highlighting, italics, and {braces}. 

 
Send the statement to the state or local agency and the Native American Heritage Commission at 
CalNAGPRA@nahc.ca.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INSTRUCTION PAGE-DELETE BEFORE SUBMITTING 



  

 

{1. INSERT Letterhead or Museum Name, City and State} 

 
{2. Date sent} 

 
{3. State or local agency addressee and contact information} 

 
 

In accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA; 25 U.S.C. 
3001 et seq.) and its implementing regulation at 43 CFR 10.8(c), the {1. Museum} has custody of a 
holding or collection that may contain Native American human remains or cultural items that are most 
likely in the possession or control of {3. Federal agency}. 

 
{4. Include a brief description of the holding or collection. Additional information may be included in an 
attachment.} 

 
We look forward to your response under 43 CFR 10.8(c)(1) no later than 180 days following receipt of 
our statement. Failure to do so will constitute an acknowledgement that your Federal agency has control 
of the above described holding or collection. 

 
The {1. Museum} is sending a copy of this statement to the Manager of the National NAGPRA Program. 

Sincerely, 

 
{5. Museum authorized official’s signature, name, and direct contact information.} 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/part-10/section-10.8#p-10.8(c)(1)


  

 

 

 
Appendix S: Tribal Request Form 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Tribal Relations 
400 West First Street 
Chico, California 
95929-0150 

tribalrelations@csuchico.edu 

Tribal Request Form 

Contact Information Section 1 

Date: Email: Phone: 

Name/Title: 

Tribe: 

Address: 

City State: Zip: 

Nature of Tribal Request (Please select one or more and briefly describe) Section 2 

Training/Education: 

Cultural Use: 

Archaeological Recovery: 

Exhibition: 

Testing: 

Specify (if Other): 

Location: Section 3 

Materials Sought Section 4 

Collection Objects Archival Documents Photographs/Slides 

Specify: 

Date of Access/Research Time Section 5 

Requested Date(s) of Access: 

Estimated Duration: 

Important Note: Incomplete and/or unsigned forms will not be processed. 



  

 

Tribal Chairperson, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, or Tribal Designee Name: 

 
 
Signature: 

 
 
Date: 

Tribal Chairperson, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, or Tribal Designee Name: 

 
 
Signature: 

 
 
Date: 

 
*If signed by the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer or Designee, please attach a Point of Contact authorization form or Tribal 
resolution that identifies the authority of the signatory. 



  

 

 
Appendix T: Outgoing Loan Procedures 



  

 

Outgoing Loans Procedures 
 

Providing Loans to Other Institutions and Appropriateness of Purpose 
How a cultural resource on loan is to be handled, exhibited, stored, and cared for while 
in the borrower’s possession should be discussed and detailed in the Loan Agreement 
before the cultural resource changes hands. The appropriateness of purpose should be 
defined through consultation with appropriate Tribes. The following provide some 
criteria for outgoing loans: 

(1.) Loans should be short-term and a period for the loan defined in the agreement. 

(2.) Requests for loans may be denied if the borrowing institution or appropriateness 
of purpose are deemed unsuitable. 

(3.) A Loan Agreement will be completed prior to release of the cultural resources, 
and must be executed with the full knowledge and approval of the appropriate 
consulting Tribes. 

(4.) All costs will be borne by the borrower (unless otherwise determined through 
consultation), including packing, transportation, and insurance at full value. 

(5.) OTR and Chico State reserves the right to charge loan fees in addition to the 
above stated charges. 

(6.) The items on loan are not to be loaned for profit-making purposes. 

(7.) Written permission must be obtained to make reproductions, copies, or casts of 
the cultural resource or to use the cultural resource for research or publication or 
to alter or repair the cultural resource in any way. 

 
Preparation of Cultural resources for Outgoing Loans 
When preparing a cultural resource for loan, the following procedures are followed if 
determined to be appropriate following consultation: 

(1.) An outgoing Condition Report is completed and sent with the cultural resource. 

(2.) A digital photograph is created and sent with the cultural resource as a 
comparison for the borrowing museum. 

(3.) The cultural resource is packed and transported in a culturally sensitive and 
appropriate manner that protects the cultural resource and assures its safe 
arrival. Generally, this means transportation by OTR or Tribal personnel or by 
courier express, where a return receipt is required. 

(4.) The Outgoing loan is recorded in the appropriate computer database and files 
are to be updated indicating the loan and location of the cultural resource. 



  --------- 

Tribal Relations 
400 West First Street 

Chico, California 
95929-0150 

tribalrelations@csuchico.edu 

LOANAGREEMENT, CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY CHICO 

Collection Name or Number: Date:

Recipient: 

Address: City: 

State: Zip Code: 

Telephone: 

E-mail 

Purpose of Loan: 

Cultural Resource Description 
(Attach more pages if necessary) 

Condition Official Appraised Value 

Special Instructions: N/A 

Dates and Period of Loan: 

Signature of the Museum 
Representative Date 

Signature of the 
Borrower Date 
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