Executive Memorandum 24-033

August 12, 2024

—
From: Stephen Perez, President < =——_ | — =

Subject:  Approval of the New Option in International Relations within the BA
in Political Science

Upon the recommendation of the Academic Senate and with the concurrence of the Provost, |
approve the Option in International Relations within the Bachelor of Arts in Political Science,
Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice, College of Behavioral and Social Sciences.
The new option will require 21 units, will use CSU code 22071 with a related CIP code of
45.1001, and will be effective fall 2025.

Policy Title: EM 24-033 Option in International Relations

Contact: Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice

Supersedes:

Revision:

Enabling Legislation or
Executive Order:




The California State University
ACADEMIC & STUDENT AFFAIRS

Brent M. Foster, Ph.D.

Assistant Vice Chancellor and

State University Dean of Academic Programs
CSU Office of the Chancellor

401 Golden Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802

www.calstate.edu

May 30, 2024

Dr. Kate McCarthy

Dean of Undergraduate Education
California State University, Chico
400 West First Street

Chico, California 95929

Dear Kate,

Thank you for notifying us that California State University, Chico has approved the International
Relations option in the Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, effective fall 2025. The option will
be reported under CSU degree code will be 22071 and the associated CIP code 45.1001. The
CSU Degrees Database should be updated prior to implementation. If you have questions, please
contact me at bfoster(@calstate.edu.

Sincerely,

i 7. e

Brent M. Foster, Ph.D.
Assistant Vice Chancellor & State University Dean of Academic Programs

CSU Campuses Fresno Monterey Bay San Francisco
Bakersfield Fullerton Northridge San José
Channel Islands Humboldt Pomona San Luis Obispo
Chico Long Beach Sacramento San Marcos
Dominguez Hills Los Angeles San Bernardino Sonoma

East Bay Maritime Academy San Diego Stanislaus
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II.

II1.

IV.

Proposal for a New Option

Proposed title of new option and name of degree program under which the new
option will be offered.
A. Political Science BA: Option in International Relations
Academic year of intended implementation.
A. AY 25-26
Name of the department and college submitting the proposal.
A. Identify the unit which will have primary responsibility for the option.
1. Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice in the
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences
B. Identify the level of the option (i.e., undergraduate or graduate).
1. Undergraduate
Statements on questions of need and demand.
A. General statement/explanation
International Relations (IR) is currently a stand-alone BA in the
Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice. Over the past
several years, the program has experienced a significant decline in
enrolment from 94.3 FTES in 2017-2018 to 28.9 in AY 22-23. Given the
smaller number of students, the program can be offered more efficiently
as an option in Political Science. For example, coordination of and
advising for both the US Politics option and the proposed IR option
could be undertaken by one faculty member instead of two.
The creation of an IR option within Political Science is also in alignment
with how many other departments of Political Science nationwide are
structured. As International Relations is a subfield of Political Science,
students would gain a solid foundation in political science coursework
while being able to specialize in international relations and comparative
politics. This would allow them to remain competitive for many graduate
schools and professional careers in Political Science/IR.
B. Relation of the program to the University Strategic Plan.
1. Similar to the IR BA, the proposed option in IR under the
Political Science BA speaks to the strategic priority of Civic and
Global Engagement. Specifically, a goal under this priority is to
“Create an environment committed to the active pursuit of global
engagement, service, social justice, and connectedness”. By
delivering a political science curriculum that allows students to
specialize in theories and applications of international relations
and comparative politics, providing internship opportunities to
students in the international sector, and promoting student
abroad opportunities among IR students, the IR option would
continue to promote this strategic goal.
C. Need for the proposed option.
1. Students who are currently in the BA in IR will be absorbed into
the option. To make sure that a student does not experience a



https://www.csuchico.edu/strategicplan/index.shtml
https://www.csuchico.edu/strategicplan/priorities-goals/civic-global-engagement.shtml
https://www.csuchico.edu/strategicplan/priorities-goals/civic-global-engagement.shtml

delay in graduation due to new core requirements, the program
coordinator will work with each current IR student individually
and consider substitutions whenever possible.

Identify other CSU campuses with the proposed option.
Several CSU campuses have an IR or Global Politics
specialization/option embedded in their Political Science BA
(e.g., Humboldt State, CSU LA, CSU Bakersfield, CSU San
Marcos). A few have stand-alone IR BAs, however, they often
include political science core courses. CSU Sacramento, for
example, requires students to take U.S. politics and political
theory foundational courses. Some CSUs do not have IR
specializations in Political Science (e.g., CSU Northridge).
Identify neighboring institutions with the proposed option.
Humboldt State (Global Politics concentration)

Identify differences, if any, between these programs and the
proposed program.

The Global Politics concentration at Humboldt State gives
students the choice of several upper-division electives with a
global/international focus. In contrast to our proposed option,
students at Humboldt State would not be required to take
foundational IR courses nor complete a capstone that is specific
to the concentration.

D. Identify other closely related curricula currently offered by the campus.

1.

The most closely related material is the curriculum currently
offered in the IR BA, that will be moved into the option in IR
under the Political Science BA. The IR BA used several courses
from other departments, such as History and International
Languages, Literature and Cultures. Adopting the 23 units of the
core in Political Science leaves a limited number of units
available for International Relations courses within the option.
Courses outside of IR will not be included in the electives list for
the IR Option.

Explain the impact the proposed option will have on these
programs.

This may lead to fewer students in HIST 373, HIST 374, HIST
381, HIST 382 and Arabic, French, German, Italian, Japanese
and Spanish. In the past, IR students could use 3-4 units of a
foreign language as an elective, but this was not a requirement.
Explain how current programs do not meet the proposed option's
objectives.

N/A. The IR is currently a BA degree, and this change would
modify it to an option under the Political Science BA.

E. Student demand for the program.

1.

Give evidence of serious student interest in the proposed option.
Demand for this option is likely equivalent to the demand for the
IR BA — currently around 35 majors or 28 FTES.


https://www.calstate.edu/attend/degrees-certificates-credentials/Pages/search-degrees.aspx
https://catalog.csus.edu/colleges/social-sciences-interdisciplinary-studies/political-science/ba-international-relations/
https://politics.humboldt.edu/political-science-major

2. Estimated number of students seeking the option
See above.
a. in the year of initiation.
b. after three years.
c. after five years.
d. Describe methodology for developing these estimates.
3. Estimate the number of options awarded
See above.
a. in the year of initiation.
b. after three years.
c. after five years.
d. Describe methodology for developing these estimates.
F. Identify professional uses for the proposed option.
Professional uses for this option are comparable to the IR BA, and
include work in international diplomacy, international business, and
international non-profits.
V. Resources
A. Faculty members required for the option include all of the current
faculty members in International Relations — Professor Adam Irish,
Professor Angela Gapa, Professor Wilking and Professor Crosby. Given
the more limited number of IR classes in the electives in the proposed
option, current IR faculty members will also teach classes in the core
classes in Political Science, such as POLS 331W.
B. List the faculty members for the required courses in the program by
Name
Rank
Appointment status
Highest degree earned
Date and Field of highest degree
Professional experience
C. List the faculty members for the elective courses in the program by
See above
Name
Rank
Appointment status
Highest degree earned
D. List the resources needed to sustain the program for the first five years,
including cost and funding source.
These resources are already in place, as the proposed option is

currently a BA.
1. Faculty
2. Staff
3. Facilities
4. Library resources
5. Equipment
6. Specialized material



E.

Additional support resources required, including source of support.

VL. Curriculum
Note: Proposed curriculum should take advantage of courses already offered in
other departments when subject matter would otherwise overlap or duplicate
existing course content.
This information can be found in the catalog copy.
A. Total number of units required for option.

B.

C.

21 units

Special criteria for admission and/or continuation (if applicable).

N/A

Explanation of any special program characteristics (e.g., terminology,
credit units required, types of coursework, etc.).

N/A

List all new courses for the proposed program.

There are no new courses being proposed to move this into an option in
Political Science.

List all required courses for the program along with a rationale for why
each one should be required. If applicable, you can refer to the
proposal’s or program’s learning outcomes.

The courses in the Political Science core have already been justified in
previous curricular changes. The required courses in the IR option are
also currently required in the IR BA, thus also previously justified.
Course number and title

Units of credit

Prerequisites

Rationale

List all elective courses for the program along with a general rationale
for why each should be included as such. If applicable, you can refer to
the proposal’s or program’s learning outcomes.

Similarly, all elective classes in the proposed IR option are elective
classes in the IR BA, and thus have been previously justified and
approved.

Course number and title

Units of credit

Rationale

For undergraduate options, explain provisions for articulation of the
proposed option with community college courses.

Articulations have been justified and pre-approved for all courses in the
proposed option, as the option is adopting the core of the BA in
Political Science. All other courses in the IR option currently exist in
the IR BA, and have previous articulation agreements.

For undergraduate options, will the new option be matched to an
existing associate degree, as specified in SB 1440, and if so, is it certain
that the new degree option will not require a student to repeat courses
similar to those taken for the associate degree?



The existing BA in International Relations is currently listed as
similar to 3 AA-T degrees. The same similar designations can exist
for this program as an option within the BA in Political Science.

I.  Writing Requirement

1. For an undergraduate option, list the number and title of the
Graduation Writing Assessment (GWAR) course for the option.
List the GWAR course for the degree program if it is different
from the GWAR course for the option.
This is the same as the IR BA — POLS 331W and INTR 441W.

2. For a graduate option, indicate how the graduate literacy
requirement is met within the option and/or degree program.

J. For a graduate option, indicate the culminating activity for the option
and/or degree program.

K. Complete catalog copy, including full degree requirements (i.e., a
catalog description of the full degree program, not just the option being
proposed), and admission and completion requirements. See the current
University Catalog for correct format; please follow it exactly. Before
the proposal is submitted to Academic Affairs (for undergraduate
options) or to the Office of Graduate Studies (for graduate program
options), it may be helpful to review catalog copy with Academic
Publications.

L. For undergraduate programs, include a Major Academic Plan (MAP)
with the proposal. If you have questions or need help, contact Academic
Advising Programs.

Attach the Undergraduate Program Signature form or the Graduate Program Signature
form to the front of the proposal and submit to Curriculum Services or the Office of
Graduate Studies after all department and college reviews are complete.



https://www.csuchico.edu/aap/maps.shtml
http://webapps.csuchico.edu/directory/departments/aadv
http://webapps.csuchico.edu/directory/departments/aadv
https://www.csuchico.edu/curriculum/_assets/documents/new-option-sign.pdf
https://www.csuchico.edu/curriculum/_assets/documents/new-option-grad-sign.pdf
https://www.csuchico.edu/curriculum/_assets/documents/new-option-grad-sign.pdf

Political Science BA

Total Units Required: 120

Grading Requirement

All courses taken to fulfill program course requirements must be taken for a letter grade except

Course Requirements for the Major: 42-44 units

Completion of the following courses, or their approved transfer equivalents, is required of all
candidates for this degree. Courses in this program may complete more than one graduation
requirement.

Research Methodology

POLS 331W Introduction to Research Methods (W) 4
POLS 396 Research Symposium Experience '* 1
Introductory Political Science

Select one of the following: 3
LEGL 112 Law, Politics, and Justice

POLS 101 Vital Political Problems

International Relations/Comparative Politics

Select one of the following: 3
INTR 141 Introduction to International Relations

INTR 142 Introduction to Comparative Politics

Political Theory

Select one of the following: 3
POLS 432 American Political Thought

POLS 434 Origins of Western Political Thought
POLS/AFAM 435 Black Political Thought

POLS 437 Contemporary Political Thought

POLS/PHIL 438 Jurisprudence: Philosophy of Law

U.S. Politics

Select one of the following: 3
POLS 402 State and Local Government

POLS 472 The Presidency

POLS 473 Congress

Public Policy/ Public Administration

Select one of the following: 3
CRIM 250 Introduction to Criminal Justice

INTR 344 U.S. Foreign Policy


https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20331W
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20396
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20112
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20101
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=INTR%20141
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=INTR%20142
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20432
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20434
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20435
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20437
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20438
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20402
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20472
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20473
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=CRIM%20250
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=INTR%20344

LEGL 461 Environmental Politics and Policy

PADM 260 Introduction to Public Administration

PADM 471 Public Policy Formation

Constitutional Law

Select one of the following: 3

LEGL 451A Constitutional Law: Powers and Restraints

LEGL/MCGS 451B Constitutional Law: Civil Rights and Civil
Liberties

Major Option

Select one of the following options: * 19-21

US Politics

Legal Studies
International Relations

Total Units 42-44

"One unit of credit for POLS 396 will be assigned when enrolled in either POLS 429W for the
US Politics option, LEGL 489K or LEGL 490 when enrolled in the Legal Studies option, or
INTR 441W when enrolled in the International Relations option.

* POLS 396 can be taken for up to six units.

*More than one option in the B.A. in Political Science can be completed.

Major Option Course Requirements

Students must select one of the following options for completion of the major course
requirements.

Option in US Politics: 19 units

Research Methodology
POLS 421 Applied Research Methods 3
U.S. Politics
Select one of the following: 3
POLS/WMST 324W Women and Politics (W)
POLS/MCGS 327 The Politics of Race and Ethnicity in
the United States
POLS/CHLX 328 Latino Politics
POLS 404 Interest Groups and Lobbying
POLS 427 U.S. Campaigns and Elections
U.S. Political Institutions
Select one of the following: ! 3
POLS 402 State and Local Government
POLS 472 The Presidency


https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20461
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=PADM%20260
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=PADM%20471
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20451A
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20451B
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/colleges-departments/college-behavioral-social-sciences/political-science-criminal-justice/political-science-ba/#optioninUSpolitics
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/colleges-departments/college-behavioral-social-sciences/political-science-criminal-justice/political-science-ba/#legalstudies
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20396
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20396
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20421
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20324W
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20327
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20328
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20404
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20427
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20402
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20472

POLS 473 Congress

Internship or Practicum

Select three units from the following: 3

CRIM 489E Internship in Criminal Justice

LEGL 489K Internship in Legal Studies

LEGL 490 Legal Clinic Practicum

PADM 489A Internship in Public Administration

PADM 489P Work or Community Experience in
Selected Governmental or Community
Agencies

POLS 489C Internship in Political Science

Senior Seminar

POLS 399 Independent Study 2 1

POLS 429W Senior Seminar in U.S. Politics (W)

Elective Requirement

Select three units from the following: 3

Any upper-division Criminal Justice (CRIM), International
(INTR), Legal Studies (LEGL), Public Administration
(PADM), or Political Science (POLS) courses
Total Units 19

'These courses may be used to satisfy this requirement if not used above in the major core.
*Must be taken for 1 unit.

Option in Legal Studies: 21 units

Courses listed in multiple requirements can be used only once towards completion of the major.

Foundation

LEGL 251 Introduction to Legal Studies 3
LEGL 454W Legal Research and Writing (W) 3
LEGL 455 Civil Litigation 3
LEGL 459 Senior Seminar in Legal Studies 3
Internship or Practicum

Select six units from the following: ! 6
LEGL 489K Internship in Legal Studies

LEGL 490 Legal Clinic Practicum

Select one of the following: 2 3
BLAW 413 Employment Law

BLAW 414 Labor Law and Collective Bargaining

BLAW 415 Entrepreneurship Law

FINA 453 Estate Planning


https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20473
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=CRIM%20489E
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20489K
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20490
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=PADM%20489A
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=PADM%20489P
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20489C
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20399
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=POLS%20429W
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20251
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20454W
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20455
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20459
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20489K
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20490
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=BLAW%20413
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=BLAW%20414
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=BLAW%20415
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=FINA%20453

INTR 410 International Law

JOUR 320 Mass Communication Law

LEGL 258 Criminal Law

LEGL 356 Legal Analysis

LEGL 365W Theories, Practices, and Administration of
Justice (W)

LEGL/MCGS 401W  Sexual Minorities Law/Politics (W)

LEGL 450 Criminal Procedure

LEGL 451A Constitutional Law: Powers and Restraints

LEGL/MCGS 451B Constitutional Law: Civil Rights and Civil
Liberties

LEGL 452 Alternative Dispute Resolution

LEGL 461 Environmental Politics and Policy

LEGL 464 Administrative Law

LEGL 468 Planning Law

LEGL/SWRK 481 Law and Disadvantaged Persons

LEGL 491 Trial and Appellate Advocacy

LEGL 495 Community Legal Information Clinic

PHHA 432 Laws, Ethics, and Regulations in Health
Services

RHPM 428 Legal Principles of Recreation,

Total Units 21

'These courses may be taken more than once for credit.

*LEGL 451A, LEGL 451B/MCGS 451B or LEGL 461 may be used to satisfy this requirement if
not used above in the major core.

* Only three units may be counted in this selection.

Option in International Relations: 21 units

Foundation

Select whichever course was not taken for the major core: 3
INTR 141 Introduction to International Relations

INTR 142 Introduction to Comparative Politics

Senior Seminar

INTR 441W Capstone in Comparative Politics 3

and International Relations
Elective Courses
Select five of the following:' 15

LINTR 344 may be used to satisfy this requirement if not used above in the major core.

10


https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=INTR%20410
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=JOUR%20320
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20258
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20356
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20365W
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20401W
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20450
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20451A
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20451B
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20452
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20461
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20464
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20468
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20481
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20491
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20495
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=PHHA%20432
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=RHPM%20428
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20451A
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20451B
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=MCGS%20451B
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20461
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=INTR%20141
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=INTR%20142
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20251

INTR 102
INTR 340A
INTR 340B
INTR 344
INTR 345
INTR 346
INTR 347
INTR 410
INTR 412
INTR 414
INTR 443
INTR 446
INTR/HIST 447
INTR 449

INTR 489B
TOTAL UNITS

Politics of the Developing World

Model United Nations?

Model United Nations®

U.S. Foreign Policy

War, Conflict and Security

International Organizations and NGOs

Comparative Political Behavior

International Law

Comparative Political Institutions

Politics of Terrorism

Politics of Europe

Politics of the Middle East

Politics of Africa

Issues in Comparative Politics and

International Relations

Internship in International Relations
21

Electives Requirement

To complete the total units required for the bachelor's degree, select additional elective courses
from the total University offerings. You should consult with an advisor regarding the selection of
courses which will provide breadth to your University experience and possibly apply to a

supportive second major or minor.

2 For INTR 340A: Model United Nations and INTR 340B: Model United Nations: only one may be counted toward

the five elective classes in the IR option.

3 For INTR 340A: Model United Nations and INTR 340B: Model United Nations: only one may be counted toward

the five elective classes in the IR option.

11


https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20489K
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=LEGL%20490
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=BLAW%20413
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=BLAW%20414
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=BLAW%20415
https://catalog.csuchico.edu/search/?P=FINA%20453

California State University, Chico
MAJOR ACADEMIC PLAN (MAP)

Major: Bachelor of Arts in Political Science
Option: International Relations
Pattern: N/A

First Semester
INTR 141

GE A1

GE A2

GE A3

GE B4

TOTAL UNITS 15

WwWwwww

Second Semester!
INTR 142 3

GE Social Science D — American
Institutions (POLS 155)
GE B1

GE B2
GEC1
Total units: 15

Third Semester

GE D—INTR 102 or POLS 101

GE Arts and Humanities C —
American Institutions (HIST 130)
GE C2

GEE

GEF

TOTAL UNITS 15

w

w

wiwlw

Fourth Semester?
CORE: POLS 331W 4
CORE: US Politics course 3

! Meet with a study abroad advisor to consider options for study abroad
2 Study Abroad this semester?

12



CORE: Public Policy course

IR Elective #1

GE Upper Division Pathway UD-D

TOTAL UNITS

Fifth Semester

CORE: Political Theory Course

CORE: Constitutional Law Course

IR Elective #2

IR Elective #3

GE Upper Division Pathway UD-D

Total Units

Sixth Semester

IR Elective #4

IR Elective #5

GE Upper Division Pathway UD-D

INTR 441W

POLS 396

Minor/Double Major/Additional IR
Electives

WikRrWwww

TOTAL UNITS

Seventh Semester

Minor/Double Major/Additional IR
Electives

Minor/Double Major/Additional IR
Electives

Minor/Double Major/Additional IR
Electives

Minor/Double Major/Additional IR
Electives

Minor/Double Major/Additional IR
Electives

TOTAL UNITS

15

Eighth Semester

Minor/Double Major/Additional IR
Electives

Minor/Double Major/Additional IR
Electives

13




Minor/Double Major/Additional IR 3
Electives

Minor/Double Major/Additional IR 3
Electives

Minor/Double Major/Additional IR 3
Electives

TOTAL UNITS 15

14
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