
HONORING A LEGACY OF OPPORTUNITY:
CELEBRATING DAVE FERGUSON’S 79  BIRTHDAYTH

This year, as we celebrate the 79th birthday of our beloved
former director, Dave Ferguson, we are proud to launch our
first-ever scholarship giving campaign in his honor.

Dave began his career at Chico State’s Upward Bound
program in 1982, leading a small team of three with a single
grant serving just 50 students. Through his tireless
dedication, vision, and belief in the power of education, the
program flourished. By the time he retired in 2008, Dave had
expanded Upward Bound to include three grants, reaching
more than 200 students each year — a testament to his
lifelong commitment to opening doors of opportunity for
first-generation and low-income students.

Thanks to a generous donation from Richard Watters
(Lindhurst High School Class of 2017), a Chico State Upward
Bound alum, we established the Chico State Upward Bound
Scholarship Fund in 2024. In just two years, we have
awarded eight scholarships to incredibly deserving Upward
Bound seniors as they embark on their college journeys.
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As we celebrate Dave’s 79th birthday, we invite all Upward
Bound alumni, staff, and friends to join us in honoring his
remarkable legacy. Whether you were one of the 50
students he guided in the early years or among the
thousands whose lives were touched by his later work,
your contribution to the Upward Bound Scholarship Fund
helps keep his vision alive. Every gift — no matter the size .

One such recipient is Ava Thao, a 2024 graduate of
Pleasant Valley High School. Now a physiological science
major at UCLA, Ava plans to become a physician serving
rural communities. “The UB scholarship helped me cover
my freshman year tuition,” Ava shares. “It felt great to start
the year without too much financial stress. Without Upward
Bound, I would have struggled. I wouldn’t have received
guidance, known what to expect, or gone outside of my
comfort zone.”

Another inspiring recipient, Natalie Acosta, graduated from
South Lindhurst Alternative High School in 2024 —
becoming the first student in the school’s history to be
accepted into a four-year university. She is now enrolled at
Chico State, majoring in Liberal Studies, with plans to
become an elementary school teacher. Natalie also
returned to the program as a resident advisor for our 2025
summer program, serving as a role model for younger
Upward Bound students who see their own potential
reflected in her success.

to dream bigger because of the
foundation Dave built. Together, we
can ensure his lifelong commitment to
opportunity continues to open doors
for generations to come. If you’d like to
give, please scan the QR code or go to
https://www.nvcf.org/funds/upward-
bound-scholarship .

 — supports students like Ava and Natalie, who are daring
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UPWARD BOUND THEN AND NOW

Still a family – Our Upward Bound program has grown
tremendously over the years. We now have four UB grants and
serve more than 300 students annually. In spite of this growth,
we still proudly operate as a family. Our students feel that same
sense of community, love and sadness when they exchange
string bracelets at our Goodbye Ceremony the last night of our
summer program. We’re proud that the sense of family that
Dave established is still going strong. Upward Bound is special,
and I know we all feel so grateful to be a part of this ever-
growing family. 

Same home - Believe it or not, we still call Shasta and Lassen Hall
home during the summer months, and we wouldn’t have it any other
way. If you were to visit, you’d see that not much has changed and if
you compared pics of your summer program experience from the
80’s, 90’s through today, they’d look about the same (except for the
fashion and hair of course). Those dorms feel like home, and we love
the community it helps us create during the summer. In fact, this
summer, due to construction and renovations, we were housed in
the new dorm, Éstom Jamani Hall. We were afraid our students
would never want to return to Lassen or Shasta halls, but we were
wrong. Our kids missed the community spaces, the lawn where they
could sit and study and the sand volleyball court. They’ll be happy to
know we’ll be going back to Shasta Hall next summer!

Community Service - When Dave was our Director, he instilled in
us a responsibility and duty to give to others and better our
community. Back in the day, our community service projects
included canned food drives (imagine 100+ high school students
walking the streets of Chico with decorated shopping carts going
door to door asking for canned goods) or collecting books for the
Federated States of Micronesia and shipping an entire box car
across the ocean. That tradition of helping our community is still
going strong. We partner annually (and have for years now) with the
City of Chico to help beautify Bidwell Park. Our UB students remove
nonnative plants, paint park benches and pick up trash. The before
and after pictures of their work are a sight to see.



Tutoring - Many of you remember receiving a call slip from the
attendance office and going to your high school’s library each week
to meet your Upward Bound tutor for help with homework or to
work on your college application. Now, tutoring is online! We
purchase laptops that our students can check out for the year. We
still have amazingly qualified and caring Chico State students who
serve as tutors, but our students now use an online scheduling
program where they can choose which subject, date and time they’d
like to be tutored. Tutoring is available seven days a week and into
the evening hours. Our tutors and students connect via Zoom and
work on homework together, study for upcoming exams or make
final edits to scholarship essays. 

College trips – You may remember the long (10+ hour) bus rides to
Southern California, if you were lucky enough to be invited to
Upward Bound college trips. College visits are still a big part of the
Upward Bound experience, but we’ve upgraded a bit! For long trips,
we work with travel companies that take care of all logistics, and we
fly. Yes, long bus rides are fortunately a thing of the past. We survey
our students and they’re able to visit San Diego or LA college
campuses and are there in a matter of a couple hours. We love that
many of our students experience air travel for the first time with UB! 

UB classes – Our summer program course offerings have also
changed over the years. We’re proud to offer robotics to our
students who are interested in engineering or computer science.
Our students work in pairs all summer to build and program their
robots and highlight their robotics competition the last day of UB.
We also partner with Butte College to offer a medical terminology
course for our students interested in pursuing majors and careers
in health care. Students take advantage of numerous guests in all
areas of medicine and walk away with college credits and a better
understanding of careers in medicine. Some of you remember that
UB used to offer Japanese as a foreign language during our summer
program. We now proudly offer heritage and non-heritage Spanish
and Hmong! In fact, this summer, our students in the Hmong
language class wrote their own poetry and their work has been
published in a book! 

Although we hold onto traditions, we also strongly believe in innovating. 
If you’ve been away from Upward Bound a few decades, some things have changed drastically...



59 Years of Success –Chico State’s Upward Bound program
has been continually funded since 1966! We can’t wait to
celebrate our 60  anniversary with you all. th

4 UB Programs - We now have four Upward Bound grants –
two classic and two Upward Bound Math and Science grants
that target students interested in pursuing STEM careers.

312 Students Served Annually - We provide individual weekly
tutoring, advising and college prep support to each of our
students. Our UB students come from 19 high schools in our 6-
county service area.

4,000+ students have been served by our UB program since
our inception.

Here are a few stats from our last year:
3.58 GPA– This was the average GPA of all UB participants
this past year!
100% of UB students graduated high school. 
95% of students enrolled in college immediately after high
school graduation. 
5,280 individual tutoring sessions were provided to
students this past year.
40 workshops were offered to UB students this past year.

THE NUMBERS DON’T LIE-
UPWARD BOUND WORKS!
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STAY CONNECTED WITH UPWARD BOUND

Even as the years go by, our Upward Bound family
continues to grow, and we want to stay in touch
with you! Whether you were part of our early
summers or just recently graduated, you’ll always
have a home with us.

As we honor Dave Ferguson’s 79th birthday, we invite you to celebrate his
incredible legacy by making a gift to the Upward Bound Scholarship Fund.

Give in Dave’s honor today by scanning the QR Code or by going to 
https://www.nvcf.org/funds/upward-bound-scholarship.

JOIN OUR LEGACY OF OPPORTUNITY 

Your donation directly supports Upward Bound students —
helping them pay for tuition, books, and the many costs that
come with pursuing higher education. 
Every dollar makes a difference and ensures that Dave’s lifelong
commitment to creating opportunity continues to change lives.

“Once a UBer, 

Always a UBer”
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